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This chapter looks at how the pre-Christian Celts interacted with the world around them. 
Their approach to daily life balanced a recognition that their survival depended on using 
the animals and plants around them with the knowledge that a respectful relationship 
with their environment was required to maintain prosperity.

Forests and Farmland

9WI�SJ�MVSR�MR�MXW�ZEVMSYW�JSVQW�LEW�VIZSPYXMSRM^IH�XLI�[SVPH�ERH�TVSJSYRHP]�
EJJIGXIH�XLI�IRZMVSRQIRX��8LI�'IPXW��FIMRK�TVIHSQMRERXP]�JEVQIVW��RIIHIH�EVEFPI�
PERH�XS�KVS[�GVSTW�ERH�XS�TVSZMHI�JSV�XLIMV�HSQIWXMGEXIH�ERMQEPW��8LI�VIEH]�
EZEMPEFMPMX]�SJ�MVSR�XSSPW�JEGMPMXEXIH�JSVIWX�GPIEVERGI�JSV�XLIWI�TYVTSWIW��4SPPIR�
EREP]WMW�JVSQ�FSKW�ERH�PEOI�WIHMQIRXW�WLS[W�XLEX�WYGL�GPIEVERGIW�HMH�MRHIIH�
SGGYV�HYVMRK�XLI�&VSR^I�ERH�-VSR�%KIW�ERH�XLEX�EX�PIEWX�WSQI�SJ�XLIWI�IZIRXW�
GSMRGMHIH�[MXL�XLI�IQIVKIRGI�SJ�'IPXMG�GYPXYVI�

(IRWI�JSVIWXW�SJ�SEO��FIIGL�ERH�LE^IP�GSZIVIH�QYGL�SJ�)YVSTI�HYVMRK�XLI�IEVP]�
&VSR^I�%KI��1ER]�[IVI�GPIEVIH�HYVMRK�XLI�JSPPS[MRK�GIRXYVMIW�XS�TVSZMHI�PERH�JSV�
GYPXMZEXMSR�ERH�JSV�ERMQEP�LYWFERHV]��7YFWXERXMEP�XVEGXW�SJ�JSVIWX�VIQEMRIH�[LIR�
'IPXMG�GYPXYVI�QEHI�MXW�JMVWX�ETTIEVERGI��FYX�QYGL�LEH�EPVIEH]�HMWETTIEVIH�F]�
XLIR��*MIPHW�ERH�TEWXYVIW�[IVI�XLI�RSVQ�JSV�XLI�IQIVKIRX�'IPXW��8LI]�ERH��PEXIV��
XLI�6SQERW�GSRXMRYIH�XS�XVERWJSVQ�XLI�PERHWGETI��8LI�X]TMGEP�'IPX�IRKEKIH�
QSWXP]�MR�JEVQMRK�ERH�XVEHI��HIWTMXI�XLI�HITMGXMSR�MR�XLI�WEKEW�SJ�ER�LIVSMG�
WSGMIX]�SJ�OMRKW��UYIIRW�ERH�[EVVMSVW��8LI�EVMWXSGVEG]�[IVI�MRHIIH�TEVX�SJ�'IPXMG�
GYPXYVI�FYX�EPP�PIZIPW�SJ�WSGMIX]�LEH�E�GSQQSR�RIIH�JSV�JSSH��WLIPXIV�ERH�[EVQXL��
8LI�PSGEP�IRZMVSRQIRX�TVSZMHIH�XLEX�RIIH��;SSHPERHW�LEH�XS�FI�GPIEVIH�JSV�
EKVMGYPXYVI�FYX�XLI]�EPWS�LEH�XS�FI�RYVXYVIH�ERH�TVSXIGXIH�JSV�HSQIWXMG�YWIW�
WYGL�EW�FYMPHMRK�QEXIVMEPW��JMVI[SSH��LIEPMRK�VIQIHMIW�ERH�H]IWXYJJW��8LI�'IPXW�
LEH�XS�QEMRXEMR�E�FEPERGI�FIX[IIR�XLI�X[S�RIIHW�

-X�MW�RSX�IEW]�XS�EWWIWW�NYWX�LS[�QYGL�JSVIWX�GPIEVERGI�[EW�YRHIVXEOIR�F]�
QEMRPERH�'IPXW�FIGEYWI�WIZIVEP�SXLIV�GYPXYVIW�EPWS�GSRXVMFYXIH�XS�XLI�TVSGIWW��
-VIPERH�[EW�SRI�SJ�XLI�JI[�'IPXMG�EVIEW�XLEX�VIQEMRIH�JVII�SJ�HSQMRERGI�F]�SXLIV�
GYPXYVIW�YRXMP�XLI�X[IPJXL�GIRXYV]�ERH�MX�MW�XLIVI�XLEX�[I�GER�JMRH�WSQI�MRHMGEXMSR�
SJ�XLI�'IPXMG�EXXMXYHI�XS�GPIEVERGI�

-VMWL�WEKEW�VIJIV�ETTVSZMRKP]�XS�MRHMZMHYEPW�[LS�GPIEVIH�TPEMRW��XLIVIF]�QEOMRK�
XLI�PERH�WYMXEFPI�JSV�EKVMGYPXYVI��8LI�MQTSVXERGI�TPEGIH�F]�XLI�IEVP]�-VMWL�SR�
JSVIWX�GPIEVERGI�MW�MRHMGEXIH�F]�XLI�JVIUYIRG]�SJ�TPEGIREQIW�[MXL�GSQTSRIRXW�
WYGL�EW�Moy-, (Magh)��QIERMRK�'plain' ERH Clon����Cluain��QIERMRK�'meadow.'�
)\EQTPIW�EVI�Moytura (Magh Turaidh��the Plain of Turaidh��ERH�Clontarf (Cluain 
tarbh, the Meadow of the Bull���%TEVX�JVSQ�GPIEVERGIW�JSV�EKVMGYPXYVEP�TYVTSWIW��



XVIIW�[IVI�JIPPIH�XS�QEOI�[E]�JSV�VSEH[E]W��'VIEXMSR�SJ�VSEHW�EGVSWW�TPEMRW�ERH�
FSKW�MW�QIRXMSRIH�MR�ER�IEVP]�-VMWL�XI\X��8SGLQEVGL�)XEMR��ERH�XLI�TVEGXMGI�MW�
WYTTSVXIH�F]�EVGLEISPSKMGEP�JMRHW�WYGL�EW�XLI�'SVPIE�&SK�VSEH��QEHI�JVSQ�SEO�
XVIIW�XLEX�[IVI�JIPPIH�MR�����&')��%HHMXMSREP�IZMHIRGI�GSQIW�JVSQ�XLI�QSHIVR�
-VMWL�[SVH�JSV�TEXL��ERH�VSEH�[E]��slí��JVSQ�XLI�IEVPMIV�[SVH�slige��QIERMRK�
'clearance, felling.'

8LIVI�WIIQW�PMXXPI�HSYFX�XLIR�XLEX��EW�SR�QEMRPERH�)YVSTI��-VMWL�JSVIWXW�[IVI�
GPIEVIH�XS�JEGMPMXEXI�EKVMGYPXYVI�ERH�XS�QEOI�VSEH[E]W��8LI�ERREPW�KMZI�XLI�
MQTVIWWMSR�XLEX�PEVKI�EVIEW�SJ�XLI�GSYRXV]�LEH�FIIR�GPIEVIH�SJ�[SSHPERH�F]�XLI�
IRH�SJ�XLI�JSYVXL�GIRXYV]��8LMW�MW�WYTTSVXIH�RSX�SRP]�F]�WGMIRXMJMG�IZMHIRGI�FYX�F]�
JVIUYIRX�VIJIVIRGIW�XS�XSYVW�SJ�XLIMV�XIVVMXSVMIW�F]�OMRKW�ERH�XLIMV�IRXSYVEKIW��
7YGL�QSZIQIRXW�[SYPH�RSX�LEZI�FIIR�IEW]�XLVSYKL�HIRWI�[SSHPERH��
2IZIVXLIPIWW��Bede��[VMXMRK�MR�XLI�IMKLXL�GIRXYV]��VIQEVOIH�SR�XLI�I\XIRX�SJ�-VMWL�
JSVIWXW�EX�XLEX�XMQI�ERH�Giraldus Cambrensis��Gerald of Wales���[LS�XSYVIH�TEVXW�SJ�
-VIPERH�WLSVXP]�EJXIV�XLI�2SVQERW�EVVMZIH�MR�XLI�X[IPJXL�GIRXYV]��GSQQIRXIH�XLEX�
"there are, here and there, some fine plains, but in comparison with the woods they are 
small indeed." -X�WIIQW��XLIR��XLEX�XLI�-VMWL�'IPXW�GPIEVIH�WSQI�[SSHPERHW�JSV�
EKVMGYPXYVI�ERH�IEWI�SJ�XVEZIP�[LMPI�HIPMFIVEXIP]�TVIWIVZMRK��QEMRXEMRMRK�ERH�
GYPXMZEXMRK�SXLIVW��8LI�MQTSVXERGI�SJ�XVIIW�MW�VIGSKRM^IH�MR�ER�IEVP]�-VMWL�PE[�
XVEGX�XLEX�HIXEMPW�XLI�TIREPXMIW�MQTSWIH�SR�MRHMZMHYEPW�[LS�JIPPIH�SV�IZIR�
HEQEKIH�E�XVII�SR�WSQISRI�IPWI�W�TVSTIVX]�

8LI�EGXMZMXMIW�SJ�XLI�'IPXW�ERH�XLIMV�&VSR^I�%KI�JSVIFIEVW�[IVI�RSX�WSPIP]�
VIWTSRWMFPI�JSV�XLI�VIHYGXMSR�SJ�)YVSTIER�JSVIWX�GSZIV��'PMQEXI�GLERKI��SJ�[LMGL�
[I�EVI�ZIV]�QYGL�E[EVI�XSHE]��MW�RSX�E�RI[�TLIRSQIRSR��8LI�IEVXL�W�GPMQEXI�MW�
GSRWXERXP]�GLERKMRK�ERH�[EW�HSMRK�WS�PSRK�FIJSVI�LYQER�EGXMZMX]�GSYPH�LEZI�LEH�
ER]�MRJPYIRGI�SR�MXW�VEXI�SJ�GLERKI��4SPPIR�VIGSVHW��HIRHVSGLVSRSPSK]�ERH�
EREP]WMW�SJ�MGI�GSVIW�EPP�WLS[�IZMHIRGI�SJ�QEVOIH�W[MRKW�MR�GPMQEXMG�GSRHMXMSRW�
WMRGI�XLI�IRH�SJ�XLI�PEWX�MGI�EKI�EFSYX��������]IEVW�EKS��8LI�GPMQEXI�HIXIVMSVEXIH�
HVEQEXMGEPP]�HYVMRK�XLI�JMVWX�QMPPIRRMYQ�&')��[LIR�'IPXMG�GYPXYVI�JMVWX�ETTIEVIH��
8LMW�MW�RS[�VIGSKRM^IH�EW�XLI�GYPQMREXMSR�SJ�E�HIGPMRI�XLEX�LEH�FIKYR������]IEVW�
IEVPMIV��6EMRJEPP�MRGVIEWIH�ERH�EZIVEKI�XIQTIVEXYVIW�HVSTTIH��VIWYPXMRK�MR�XLI�
I\TERWMSR�SJ�FSKW�ERH�VIHYGXMSR�SJ�JSVIWXIH�EVIEW��8LYW��[LMPI�XLIVI�MW�RS�HSYFX�
XLEX�XLI�'IPXW�HMH�IRKEKI�MR�JSVIWX�GPIEVERGI��WGMIRXMJMG�IZMHIRGI�MRHMGEXIW�XLEX�
REXYVEP�GEYWIW�[IVI�EPWS�VIWTSRWMFPI��(IWTMXI�XLMW��[I�ORS[�JVSQ�XLI�RYQIVSYW�
HITMGXMSRW�SJ�[SSHPERH�ERMQEPW�MR�'IPXMG�EVX[SVO�XLEX�WYFWXERXMEP�JSVIWXIH�EVIEW�
QYWX�LEZI�WXMPP�VIQEMRIH�SR�QEMRPERH�)YVSTI�HYVMRK�XLI�-VSR�%KI�

Sacred Trees and Groves

'PEWWMGEP�[VMXIVW�XIPP�YW�XLEX�IEGL�QEMRPERH�'IPXMG�XVMFI�QEMRXEMRIH�E�WEGVIH�
KVSZI�GEPPIH�nemeton�F]�XLI�+EYPW��8LI�KSHHIWW�2IQIXSRE�[EW�ZIRIVEXIH�MR�FSXL�
&VMXEMR�ERH�+EYP��ERH�'IPXMG�XVMFIW�MR�KIRIVEP�VIKEVHIH�GIVXEMR�XVIIW�EW�WEGVIH��-R�
TSTYPEV�[VMXMRK��XLI�SEO�MW�QSWX�GPSWIP]�EWWSGMEXIH�[MXL�XLI�'IPXW��ERH�XLIVI�MW�
PMXXPI�HSYFX�SJ�MXW�MQTSVXERGI��Pliny�[VMXIW�XLEX�SEO�XVIIW�LEH�IWTIGMEP�WMKRMJMGERGI�
JSV�HVYMHW��ERH�XLEX�XLI]�GSRHYGXIH�XLIMV�QSWX�WEGVIH�VMXYEPW�MR�SEO�KVSZIW��
,S[IZIV��KISKVETLMGEP�PSGEXMSR�WIIQW�XS�LEZI�HMGXEXIH�XLI�ZEVMIX]�SJ�XVII�LIPH�
WEGVIH�F]�IEGL�XVMFI��8LSWI�PMZMRK�MR�XLI�4]VIRIIW��JSV�I\EQTPI��HIHMGEXIH�EPXEVW�
XS�Fagus��XLI�FIIGL�XVII��7EGVIH�XVIIW�MR�WSYXLIVR�+EYP�WIIQ�XS�LEZI�FIIR�



GSRMJIVW��8LI�REQIW�SJ�WSQI�XVMFIW�[IVI�HIVMZIH�JVSQ�'IPXMG�REQIW�JSV�XVIIW��
)\EQTPIW�MRGPYHI�XLI�Eburones�ERH�XLI�Lemovices�[LS�[IVI��VIWTIGXMZIP]��XLI�
TISTPI�SJ�XLI�]I[�ERH�SJ�XLI�IPQ��MRHMGEXMRK�XLIMV�VIKEVH�JSV�XLIWI�WTIGMJMG�XVIIW��
8LI�GSRGITX�SJ�XLI�"sacred tree"�QE]�LEZI�WYVZMZIH�[IPP�MRXS�'LVMWXMER�XMQIW��8LI�
%RREPW�SJ�9PWXIV�VIGSVH�XLEX�XLI�9PWXIVQIR�JIPPIH�XLI�WEGVIH�XVIIW�EX�XLI�VS]EP�
MREYKYVEXMSR�WMXI�SJ�E�VMZEP�GPER�MR�XLI�]IEV�������RIEVP]�WIZIR�GIRXYVMIW�EJXIV�
'LVMWXMERMX]�[EW�MRXVSHYGIH�XS�-VIPERH�

*YVXLIV�MRHMGEXMSRW�SJ�XLI�'IPXMG�VIZIVIRGI�JSV�XVIIW�EVI�WIIR�MR�XLI�SKEQ�
EPTLEFIX�ERH�MR�XLI�3PH�-VMWL�XVII�PMWX��)EGL�SJ�XLI�SVMKMREP�X[IRX]�PIXXIVW�MR�XLI�
SKEQ�EPTLEFIX�MW�PMROIH�XS�E�XVII�SV�WLVYF��%PXLSYKL�XLI�KVSYTMRKW�MR�XLI�XVII�PMWX�
WIIQ�XS�LEZI�FIIR�JSV�IGSRSQMG�VIEWSRW��XLI]�RIZIVXLIPIWW�TVSZMHI�WSQI�
MRHMGEXMSR�SJ�XLI�VIKEVH�XLI�QIHMIZEP�-VMWL�LEH�JSV�IEGL�XVII�ERH�WLVYF��8LI]�
[IVI�GPEWWMJMIH�EW�IMXLIV�XLI�"nobles," "commoners," "lower divisions"�SV�"bushes"�SJ�
XLI�[SSH��2SX�WYVTVMWMRKP]��XLI�"nobles"�MRGPYHI�SEO��LE^IP��]I[�ERH�EWL��%QSRK�
XLI�"bushes" [IVI�FVEGOIR��JYV^I�ERH�LIEXLIV��)EGL�XVII��WLVYF�ERH�FYWL�[EW�
ZEPYIH�JSV�XLI�FIRIJMX�MX�TVSZMHIH��MVVIWTIGXMZI�SJ�MXW�TPEGI�MR�XLI�LMIVEVGL]��
%PXLSYKL�WSQI�SEOW�[IVI�IWTIGMEPP]�WEGVIH�XS�XLI�'IPXW��XLI�XVII�W�QEMR�
MQTSVXERGI�[EW�JSV�TVSZMWMSR�SJ�EGSVRW�SR�[LMGL�HSQIWXMGEXIH�TMKW�GSYPH�JIIH�
HYVMRK�XLI�[MRXIV��,E^IPRYXW�[IVI�E�ZEPYEFPI�WSYVGI�SJ�TVSXIMR�ERH�SXLIV�
RYXVMIRXW�JSV�LYQERW�HYVMRK�XLI�PIER�[MRXIV�QSRXLW��3XLIV�XVIIW�ERH�WLVYFW�[IVI�
YWIH�XS�H]I�GPSXL��XER�PIEXLIV�SV�JSV�QIHMGMREP�TYVTSWIW�

Wild Animals

%TEVX�JVSQ�XLIMV�YWI�EW�TVSZMHIVW�SJ�FYMPHMRK�QEXIVMEPW�ERH�SXLIV�VIWSYVGIW��
[SSHPERHW�[IVI�EPWS�LSQI�XS�[MPH�ERMQEPW�WYGL�EW�HIIV�ERH�FSEV��KEQI�ERMQEPW�
LYRXIH�F]�XLI�'IPXW�

-VMWL�XI\XW�TVSZMHI�WSQI�MRWMKLX�MRXS�QIXLSHW�IQTPS]IH�F]�XLI�'IPXW�XS�LYRX�
KEQI��(IIV�[IVI�LYRXIH�YWMRK�E�RYQFIV�SJ�XIGLRMUYIW��8LI]�[IVI�GLEWIH�F]�
LSYRHW��WXEPOIH�SR�JSSX�SV�HVMZIR�XS[EVHW�[EMXMRK�LYRXIVW�[LS�OMPPIH�XLIQ�[MXL�
WTIEVW��8LI]�[IVI�EPWS�GEYKLX�MR�HIIV�TMXW��MQTEPIH�SR�LMHHIR�WTMOIW�SV�
MQQSFMPM^IH�F]�PIK�XVETW��1EMRPERH�'IPXW�LYRXIH�WIZIVEP�WTIGMIW�SJ�HIIV�ERH�IPO��
FYX�-VIPERH�WYTTSVXIH�SRP]�VIH�HIIV�EX�XLI�XMQI�

8LI�ERGMIRX�'IPXW�LYRXIH�JSVIWX�ERMQEPW�JSV�WTSVX�ERH�JSV�JSSH��'IPXMG�RSFMPMX]�
VIZIPIH�MR�XLI�LYRX�EW�E�[E]�SJ�HIQSRWXVEXMRK�XLIMV�TVS[IWW�ERH�JSV�XLI�WLIIV�
I\LMPEVEXMSR�SJ�TMXXMRK�QER�EKEMRWX�FIEWX��-VMWL��;IPWL�ERH�%VXLYVMER�WEKEW�
HIWGVMFI�GLEWMRK�ERMQEPW�JSV�XLI�NS]�ERH�GLEPPIRKI�SJ�XLI�LYRX��EW�[IPP�EW�JSV�XLI�
JIEWX�EJXIV[EVHW��8LI�WXSV]�SJ�Sir Gawain and the Green Knight��JSV�I\EQTPI��LEW�
KVETLMG�HIWGVMTXMSRW�SJ�ERMQEP�LYRXW��-R�ER�-VMWL�WXSV]��Diarmuid��PSZIV�SJ�Gráinne��
[EW�OMPPIH�F]�E�QEKMGEP�[MPH�FSEV�MR�XLI�JMREP�WXEKIW�SJ�E�LYRX��8LMW��ERH�SXLIV�
WXSVMIW�SJ�HIIV�ERH�FSEV�LYRXW��MW�VIGSYRXIH�MR�XLI�*MSRR�']GPI��(IIV�ERH�FSEV�
[IVI�RSX�XLI�SRP]�ERMQEPW�LYRXIH��LS[IZIV��8LI�-VMWL�XEPI��"The Destruction of Da 
Derga's Hostel," HIWGVMFIW�LS[�Conaire�TYVWYIH�KVIEX�[LMXI�WTIGOPIH�FMVHW�YRXMP�LMW�
LSVWIW�[IVI�XMVIH�

;MPH�FSEV�EVI�EPWS�JSVIWX�ERMQEPW��9RPMOI�HIIV��[LMGL�[IVI�LYRXIH�QEMRP]�JSV�XLI�
XLVMPP�SJ�XLI�GLEWI��[MPH�TMKW�[IVI�WSYKLX�JSV�XLIMV�QIEX��8LI�FSEV�LYRX�MW�KPSVMJMIH�



MR�WSQI�WEKEW�FYX�MX�[EW�E�HERKIVSYW�I\IVGMWI��&SEV�EVI�VIRS[RIH�JSV�XLIMV�
JIVSGMX]�[LIR�GSVRIVIH�ERH�XLIMV�XYWOW�GER�IEWMP]�HMWIQFS[IP�LSYRHW��LSVWIW�ERH�
LYRXIVW��8LI�WIRWMFPI�LYRXIV�HMH�RSX�HEVI�XS�LYRX�XLIQ�SR�LSVWIFEGO��-RWXIEH��LI�
YWIH�LSYRHW�XS�HVMZI�XLIQ�MRXS�E�TMX�SV�XVET��&SEV�EVI�WXMPP�JSYRH�MR�XLI�[MPH�SR�
XLI�QEMRPERH�FYX�XLI]�FIGEQI�I\XMRGX�MR�&VMXEMR�ERH�-VIPERH�WSQI�XMQI�EJXIV�XLI�
X[IPJXL�GIRXYV]�FIGEYWI�SJ�SZIV�LYRXMRK�ERH�PSWW�SJ�LEFMXEX�

8LIVI�MW�WSQI��EPXLSYKL�WTEVWI��IZMHIRGI�XLEX�GSRXMRIRXEP�'IPXW�QE]�EPWS�LEZI�
LYRXIH�FIEVW��-J�XLI]�HMH��[I�LEZI�RS�VIGSVHW�SJ�LYRXMRK�XIGLRMUYIW�SV�SJ�XLI�
VIEWSRW�JSV�LYRXMRK�XLIQ��&IEVW�TPYRHIVIH�JEVQW�ERH��MJ�XLI]�[IVI�IZIV�LYRXIH��
MX�[EW�TVSFEFP]�JSV�XLMW�VIEWSR��8LIVI�MW�RS�HSYFX�EFSYX�XLIMV�WMKRMJMGERGI�XS�XLI�
IEVP]�'IPXW��XLSYKL��FIGEYWI�FIEV�JMKYVMRIW�LEZI�FIIR�JSYRH�XLVSYKLSYX�'IPXMG�
)YVSTI��4IVLETW�QSWX�MQTSVXERX�MW�E�FVSR^I�GEWXMRK�SJ�E�+EYPMWL�KSHHIWW��
MHIRXMJMIH�F]�MRWGVMTXMSR�EW�Artio��8LI�KSHHIWW�MW�WIEXIH�ERH�LSPHW�JVYMX��WSQI�SJ�
[LMGL�WLI�SJJIVW�XS�E�PEVKI�FIEV�JEGMRK�LIV��,S[IZIV��MX�MW�RSX�GPIEV�JVSQ�XLI�
MGSRSKVETL]�MJ�Artio��+EYPMWL�REQI�IUYEXMRK�XS�'bear'��MW�TVSXIGXVIWW�SV�LYRXIV�SJ�
FIEVW��7LI�QE]�LEZI�JMPPIH�FSXL�VSPIW��8LI�MQTSVXERGI�SJ�FIEVW�XS�XLI�'IPXW�MW�
JYVXLIV�IQTLEWM^IH�F]�XLI�JVIUYIRG]�SJ�FIEV�VIPEXIH�REQIW��%R�IEVP]�-VMWL�XVMFI�
GEPPIH�MXWIPJ�Artraige��XLI�FIEV�TISTPI��ERH�SRI�SJ�XLI�QSWX�JEQSYW�-VMWL�OMRKW�[EW�
Cormac mac Airt�[LSWI�JEXLIV�[EW�Art Óenfer��'YVMSYWP]��FIEVW�LEH�FIIR�I\XMRGX�MR�
-VIPERH�JSV�XLSYWERHW�SJ�]IEVW�FIJSVI�XLI�EVVMZEP�SJ�XLI�'IPXW��EPXLSYKL�XLI]�
WYVZMZIH�MR�7GSXPERH�YRXMP�XLI�WIGSRH�GIRXYV]�ERH�TSWWMFP]�EW�PEXI�EW�XLI�XIRXL�
GIRXYV]�

%PXLSYKL�HSQIWXMG�JS[P�TVSZMHIH�IKKW�ERH�QIEX��XLI�'IPXW�EPWS�LYRXIH�[MPH�FMVHW�
WYGL�EW�[SSHGSGO��WRMTI��HYGO�ERH�KVSYWI�JSV�JSSH��8LIVI�EVI�MRHMGEXMSRW�XLEX�
W[ERW�ERH�KIIWI�[IVI�LYRXIH�EPWS�ERH�MX�MW�ORS[R�XLEX�GETIVGEMPPMI��E�PEVKI�
KVSYWI��WYVZMZIH�MR�-VMWL�ERH�7GSXXMWL�[SSHPERHW�YRXMP�XLI�IMKLXIIRXL�GIRXYV]��2S�
HSYFX�MX�[EW�LYRXIH�XSS��&MVHW�[IVI�IMXLIV�GEYKLX�MR�RIXW�SV�OMPPIH�[MXL�
WPMRKWLSXW��8LI�-VMWL�ERH�;IPWL�LEH�EQFMZEPIRX�JIIPMRKW�EFSYX�VETXSVW�WYGL�EW�
LE[OW�ERH�IEKPIW��3R�XLI�SRI�LERH��XLI]�ETTIEV�EW�Q]XLSPSKMGEP�JMKYVIW�PMOI�XLI�
Irish Hawk of Achill�ERH�Lleu Llaw Gyfes�MR�XLI�;IPWL�Mabinogi��3R�XLI�SXLIV��
JEVQIVW�VIKEVHIH�LE[OW�ERH�IEKPIW�EW�ZIVQMR�FIGEYWI�SJ�XLIMV�HITVIHEXMSRW�SR�
]SYRK�TMKW�ERH�LIRW��8LIVI�MW�RS�IZMHIRGI�XLEX�JEPGSRV]�[EW�TVEGXMGIH�MR�MRWYPEV�
)YVSTI�YRXMP�EFSYX�XLI�RMRXL�GIRXYV]�[LIR�MX�EVVMZIH�MR�)RKPERH�JVSQ�XLI�
QEMRPERH�

Fish

*MWLMRK�MW�EPWS�QIRXMSRIH�MR�XLI�XI\XW��FYX�XLI�FIWX�ORS[R�I\EQTPI�MW�TVSFEFP]�
XLEX�SJ�*MSRR�W�GETXYVI�SJ�XLI�breadán feasa��XLI�WEPQSR�SJ�ORS[PIHKI��%GGSVHMRK�
XS�XLI�PIKIRH��Fionn Mac Cumhaill�[EW�ETTVIRXMGIH�XS�E�HVYMH�[LS�MRWXVYGXIH�LMQ�
XS�OIIT�[EXGL�JSV�XLI�JEFPIH�WEPQSR�XLEX�[SYPH�MQTEVX�XLI�KMJX�SJ�JSVIWMKLX�XS�XLI�
JMVWX�TIVWSR�[LS�XEWXIH�MXW�JPIWL��*MSRR�GEYKLX�XLI�JMWL�FYX��EW�LI�[EW�GSSOMRK�MX��
XLI�LIEX�SJ�XLI�JMVI�FPMWXIVIH�MXW�WOMR��-R�JIEV�SJ�XLI�HVYMH�W�MRIZMXEFPI�[VEXL��*MSRR�
XVMIH�XS�TYRGXYVI�XLI�FPMWXIV�ERH�FYVRIH�LMW�XLYQF�MR�XLI�TVSGIWW��,I�TYX�LMW�
XLYQF�MR�LMW�QSYXL�XS�GSSP�XLI�FYVRMRK��XLIVIF]�MREHZIVXIRXP]�VIGIMZMRK�XLI�JMVWX�
XEWXI�8LYW�LI��ERH�RSX�XLI�HVYMH��[EW�KMJXIH�[MXL�JSVIWMKLX��8LI�HVYMH�[EW��
YRHIVWXERHEFP]��E�PMXXPI�TIIZIH�FYX�LI�VIEPMWIH�XLEX�*MSRR�[EW�XLI�SRI�HIWXMRIH�XS�
VIGIMZI�XLI�KMJX��9RJSVXYREXIP]��XLI�PIKIRH�HSIWR�X�KMZI�YW�QYGL�MRJSVQEXMSR�



EFSYX�XLI�QIXLSH�YWIH�XS�GEXGL�XLI�JMWL��;I�QYWX�VIP]�SR�EVGLEISPSKMGEP�IZMHIRGI�
JSV�QSWX�SJ�SYV�MRJSVQEXMSR�
7EPQSR��XVSYX�ERH�IIPW�[IVI�XLI�QSWX�MQTSVXERX�JMWL�JSV�XLI�MRWYPEV�'IPXW��FYX�
WXYVKISR�ERH�GEVT�WTIGMIW�QYWX�LEZI�FIIR�IUYEPP]�MQTSVXERX�XS�XLSWI�SR�XLI�
QEMRPERH�GPSWI�XS�PEVKI�VMZIVW�WYGL�EW�XLI�(ERYFI��8LI�'IPXW�ORI[�EFSYX�REXYVEP�
G]GPIW�ERH�QYWX�LEZI�YRHIVWXSSH�XLEX�WEPQSR�ERH�IIPW��FIMRK�QMKVEXSV]�JMWL��
[IVI�QSWX�EGGIWWMFPI�HYVMRK�XLIMV�ERRYEP�TEWWEKI�XLVSYKL�IWXYEVMIW��;IMVW�ERH�
XVETW�QEHI�SJ�WXSRI�SV�[SSH�[IVI�HIWMKRIH�WS�XLEX�JMWL�W[MQQMRK�MRXS�XLIQ�
[SYPH�LEZI�HMJJMGYPX]�JMRHMRK�XLI�I\MX��6IQEMRW�SJ�QER]�WYGL�WXVYGXYVIW�FYMPX�MR�
QIHMIZEP�XMQIW�LEZI�FIIR�JSYRH�MR�IWXYEVMIW�ERH�XLI�XIGLRMUYI�MW�WXMPP�MR�YWI�
XSHE]��1SVI�JEQMPMEV�JMWLMRK�QIXLSHW��WYGL�EW�LSSO�ERH�PMRI�[IVI�EPWS�YWIH�XS�
GEXGL�JMWL�FYX��EW�MW�WXMPP�XLI�TVEGXMGI��XLI�RIX�[EW�XLI�QSWX�GSQQSRP]�YWIH�
HIZMGI�

Domestic Animals

%PXLSYKL�XLI]�LYRXIH�ERMQEPW��XLI�'IPXW�[IVI�TVMQEVMP]�JEVQIVW�[LS�VIEVIH�
ERMQEPW�JSV�JSSH�ERH�GPSXLMRK��'EXXPI��LSVWIW��WLIIT�ERH�TMKW�EVI�QIRXMSRIH�QSWX�
JVIUYIRXP]�MR�XLI�ERREPW�ERH�SXLIV�XI\XW��&II�OIITMRK�[EW�EPWS�MQTSVXERX��EW�
IZMHIRGIH�F]�ER�IRXMVI�PE[�XVEGX��Bechbretha��FII�NYHKIQIRXW���HIZSXIH�XS�XLI�
XSTMG�

'EXXPI�[IVI�VIEVIH�TVMQEVMP]�JSV�QMPO�VEXLIV�XLER�JSV�QIEX��8LI�GS[�[EW�XLI�
TVMRGMTEP�YRMX�SJ�GYVVIRG]�EGGSVHMRK�XS�-VMWL�VIGSVHW��VIRXW�ERH�PIKEP�JMRIW�[IVI�
VIGOSRIH�MR�"cow-units."�-X�[EW�GYWXSQEV]�XS�HVMZI�GEXXPI�ERH�WLIIT�XS�LMKL�KVSYRH�
MR�IEVP]�WYQQIV��XLIVIF]�JVIIMRK�XLI�PS[IV��GPIEVIH��PERH�JSV�GVST�TVSHYGXMSR��
8LI�ERMQEPW�[IVI�GEVIH�JSV�SR�XLI�LMKL�KVSYRH�F]�]SYRKIV�QIQFIVW�SJ�XLI�JEQMP]�
YRXMP�XLI�FIKMRRMRK�SJ�[MRXIV�[LIR�XLI]�[IVI�VIXYVRIH�XS�XLI�LSQIWXIEH�ERH�TYX�
XS�TEWXYVI�MR�XLI�LEVZIWXIH�JMIPHW��8LI�IEVP]�-VMWL�LEVZIWXIH�NYWX�XLI�IEVW�SJ�KVEMR�
GVSTW��PIEZMRK�XLI�WXEPOW�EW�KVE M̂RK�JSV�SZIV�[MRXIVMRK�GEXXPI��7SQI�FIEWXW�[IVI�
VIRHIVIH�F]�GPMIRXW�XS�PSVHW�EW�VIRX��=SYRK�FYPPW�XLEX�GSYPH�RSX�FI�WYWXEMRIH�F]�
EZEMPEFPI�JSHHIV�[IVI�WPEYKLXIVIH�SR�XLIMV�VIXYVR�XS�XLI�LSQIWXIEH��%�TSVXMSR�SJ�
XLI�OMPP�[EW�GSRWYQIH�MR�E�WYFWIUYIRX�JIEWX��ERH�XLI�VIQEMRHIV�[EW�WEPXIH�JSV�
YWI�YRXMP�XLI�JSPPS[MRK�7TVMRK��8LI�FIKMRRMRK�SJ�7TVMRK�[EW�XLI�XMQI�[LIR�PEQFW�
[IVI�FSVR�ERH�XLI�I[IW�FIKER�XS�TVSHYGI�QMPO�EKEMR��)[I�QMPO�ERH�MXW�TVSHYGXW�
[IVI�E�[IPGSQI�GLERKI�JSV�JEVQIVW�ERH�XLIMV�PSVHW�EJXIV�XLI�HMIXEV]�HITVMZEXMSRW�
SJ�XLI�[MRXIV�

,SVWIW�[IVI�YWIH�F]�XLI�IEVP]�'IPXW�JSV�XVERWTSVX�ERH�EW�[SVO�ERMQEPW��,S[IZIV��
XLI]�EVI�QSWX�JVIUYIRXP]�EWWSGMEXIH�[MXL�XLI�[EVVMSV�EVMWXSGVEG]��'LEVMSXW��LSVWI�
XVETTMRKW�ERH��MR�SRI�GEWI��E�GSQTPIXI�LSVWI�XIEQ�LEZI�FIIR�JSYRH�MR�VS]EP�
KVEZIW��8LI�HIKVII�SJ�SVREQIRXEXMSR�SR�LEVRIWW�ERH�GLEVMSX�JMXXMRKW�WLS[W�XLEX�
XLIWI�MXIQW�[IVI�WXEXYW�W]QFSPW��8[S�[LIIPIH�GLEVMSXW�[IVI�YWIH�JVSQ�XLI�
JSYVXL�GIRXYV]�&')�SR[EVHW�FYX�XLIVI�MW�WSQI�IZMHIRGI�XLEX�XLI�ZIV]�IEVPMIWX�
QEMRPERH�'IPXW�YWIH�JSYV�[LIIPIH�GLEVMSXW��-X�MW�WXMPP�RSX�GPIEV�I\EGXP]�LS[�XLI]�
[IVI�YWIH�MR�[EVJEVI��%�6SQER�GSMR�JVSQ�G�����&')�WLS[W�E�REOIH�'IPXMG�[EVVMSV�
LSPHMRK�E�WLMIPH�ERH�TSMWIH�WTIEV�WXERHMRK�MR�E�X[S�[LIIPIH�GLEVMSX�HVMZIR�F]�LMW�
GLEVMSXIIV��Julius Caesar RSXIH�XLEX�XLI�[EVVMSV�[EW�HVMZIR�XS�FEXXPI�ERH��YTSR�
EVVMZEP��GEWX�LMW�WTIEV�FIJSVI�HMWQSYRXMRK�XS�JMKLX�SR�JSSX��8LI�GLEVMSXIIV�VIXMVIH�
XS�E�WEJI�HMWXERGI�ERH�GSPPIGXIH�LMW�[EVVMSV��[LIXLIV�ZMGXSVMSYW��[SYRHIH�SV�



WPEMR��EJXIV�XLI�FEXXPI��;I�ORS[�XLEX�YWI�SJ�GLEVMSXW�MR�[EVJEVI�LEH�GIEWIH�SR�
QEMRPERH�)YVSTI�F]�XLI�IRH�SJ�XLI�JMVWX�GIRXYV]�&')�FYX�MX�GSRXMRYIH�YRXMP�XLI�
XLMVH�GIRXYV]�')�MR�&VMXEMR�ERH�TSWWMFP]�IZIR�PEXIV�MR�-VIPERH��[LIVI�WIZIVEP�,MKL�
'VSWWIW�HEXMRK�JVSQ�XLI�RMRXL�ERH�XIRXL�GIRXYVMIW�HITMGX�[EVVMSVW�MR�
GSRXIQTSVEV]�KEVF�FIMRK�GEVVMIH�MR�X[S�[LIIPIH�GLEVMSXW�HVE[R�F]�TEMVW�SJ�
LSVWIW�

'IPXMG�EVMWXSGVEG]�HMH�RSX�YWI�LSVWIW�NYWX�JSV�[EVJEVI��2SFPIQIR�WIIQ�XS�LEZI�
MRHYPKIH�MR�LSVWI�VEGMRK�XSS��%R�Ulster Cycle�ITMWSHI�HIWGVMFIW�LS[�XLI�KSHHIWW�
Macha��MR�XLI�XLVSIW�SJ�GLMPHFMVXL��[EW�JSVGIH�XS�VEGI�EKEMRWX�XLI�OMRK�W�LSVWI��
%RSXLIV�XI\X��XLI�"Voyage of Mailduin,"�HIWGVMFIW�ER�EGXYEP�LSVWIVEGI��%PXLSYKL�
XLI�HIWGVMTXMSR�MW�SJ�ER�3XLIV[SVPHP]�IZIRX��XLI�GVMIW�ERH�WLSYXW�SJ�
IRGSYVEKIQIRX�SJ�XLI�SRPSSOIVW�EVI�I\EGXP]�XLI�WEQI�EW�XLSWI�LIEVH�EX�ER]�
QSHIVR�VEGIGSYVWI��,SVWIVEGMRK�[EW�MQTSVXERX�MR�XLI�VIEP�[SVPH��XSS��%R�IEVP]�
-VMWL�PE[�XI\X�HIXEMPW�XLI�HEMP]�EGXMZMXMIW�MR�[LMGL�E�OMRK�WLSYPH�IRKEKI��*VMHE]�
[EW�LSVWIVEGMRK�HE]��,SVWI�VEGIW�JIEXYVIH�PEVKIP]�SR�SGGEWMSRW�SJ�TYFPMG�
EWWIQFP]��IWTIGMEPP]�XLSWI�LIPH�HYVMRK�XLI�JIWXMZEP�QEVOMRK�XLI�FIKMRRMRK�SJ�
LEVZIWX�MR�IEVP]�%YKYWX�

'LEVMSXW�ERH�LSVWI�VEGIW�[IVI�XLI�TVIVSKEXMZI�SJ�[EVVMSVW�ERH�RSFPIW��8LI�PIWWIV�
GPEWWIW�LEH�QSVI�QYRHERI�YWIW�JSV�LSVWIW��QSWX�JEVQIVW�S[RMRK�NYWX�X[S��3RI�
[EW�YWIH�EW�E�[SVO�TSR]��[LMPI�XLI�SXLIV�WIVZIH�EW�E�WXIIH��&SXL�[IVI�WQEPP��XLI�
[SVO�TSR]�[EW�EFSYX�XLI�WM^I�SJ�E�TVIWIRX�HE]�'SRRIQEVE�TSR]�[LMPI�XLI�VMHMRK�
LSVWI�[EW�WPMKLXP]�PEVKIV��,SVWIW�ERH�TSRMIW�SJ�XLMW�WM^I�[IVI�XLI�RSVQ�MR�'IPXMG�
)YVSTI�YRXMP�6SQER�XMQIW�[LIR�PEVKIV�FVIIHW�[IVI�MRXVSHYGIH��*EVQIVW�XSSO�
WTIGMEP�GEVI�SJ�XLIMV�LSVWIW�FIGEYWI�SJ�XLIMV�MQTSVXERGI�JSV�XVERWTSVX�ERH�EW�[SVO�
ERMQEPW��*SEPW�[IVI�RSX�VIQSZIH�JVSQ�QEVIW�YRXMP�XLI]�LEH�FIIR�[IERIH��YRPMOI�
GEPZIW�[LMGL�[IVI�XEOIR�JVSQ�XLIMV�QSXLIVW�JSV�E�JI[�LSYVW�IEGL�HE]�WS�XLI�
GS[�W�QMPO�GSYPH�FI�GSPPIGXIH�JSV�LYQER�YWI��,SVWIW�[IVI�WXEFPIH�EX�RMKLX�SV�
GSRJMRIH�XS�E�WLIPXIVIH�GSVRIV�SJ�E�JMIPH�ERH��[LIR�KVE M̂RK��[IVI�GSRWXVEMRIH�F]�
E�WTERGIP�XS�TVIZIRX�WXVE]MRK��0SEHW�LEH�XS�FI�IZIRP]�HMWXVMFYXIH�SR�XLI�LSVWI�W�
FEGO�ERH�GSYPH�RSX�I\GIIH�E�WTIGMJMIH�[IMKLX��IUYMZEPIRX�XS�X[S�FEKW�SJ�[LIEX�MR�
-VMWL�XI\XW��8LMW�PSEH�LEH�XS�FI�VIHYGIH�SR�WXSR]�KVSYRH�XS�TVIZIRX�HEQEKI�XS�
YRWLSH�LSSZIW��%PXLSYKL�LSVWIW�[IVI�YWIH�XS�HVE[�GEVXW�ERH�PMKLX�JEVQ�
MQTPIQIRXW��S\IR�[IVI�YWIH�JSV�LIEZMIV�[SVO�WYGL�EW�TPSYKLMRK�

;I�LEZI�EPVIEH]�WIIR�XLEX�XLI�'IPXW�LYRXIH�[MPH�FSEV��-XW�JVIUYIRX�HITMGXMSR�MR�
IEVP]�'IPXMG�EVX[SVO�EXXIWXW�XS�KVIEX�VIWTIGX�JSV�MXW�WXVIRKXL�ERH�JIVSGMX]��
%VGLEISPSKMGEP�IZMHIRGI�WLS[W��LS[IZIV��XLEX�XLI�HSQIWXMGEXIH�TMK�[EW�QYGL�
QSVI�MQTSVXERX�XLER�MXW�[MPH�GSYRXIVTEVX�MR�HEMP]�PMJI��%FSYX�XLMVX]�TIVGIRX�SJ�
MHIRXMJMEFPI�ERMQEP�VIQEMRW�JSYRH�MR�WSQI�-VSR�%KI�WMXIW�EVI�XLSWI�SJ�
HSQIWXMGEXIH�W[MRI��4MKW�[IVI�OITX�RIEV�XLI�LSQIWXIEH�YRXMP�IEVP]�%YKYWX��
YRPMOI�GEXXPI�ERH�WLIIT�[LMGL�[IVI�QSZIH�XS�LMKL�KVSYRH�MR�7TVMRK��8LI]�[IVI�
JIH�[MXL�PIJX�SZIVW�JVSQ�XLI�OMXGLIR�ERH�EPPS[IH�JSVEKI�JSV�VSSXW�ERH�SXLIV�
ZIKIXEXMSR�TVSZMHIH�XLI]�HMH�RSX�HEQEKI�GVSTW��&]�%YKYWX��]SYRK�ERMQEPW�[IVI�
WXVSRK�IRSYKL�XS�WYVZMZI�XLI�[MRXIV�MR�XLI�[MPH�ERH�XLI]��EPSRK�[MXL�XLI�VIWX�SJ�
XLI�LIVH��[IVI�HVMZIR�XS�JSVIWXW�[LIVI�XLI]�GSYPH�JIIH�SR�QEWX�YRHIV�XLI�
WYTIVZMWMSR�SJ�E�W[MRILIVH��8LI�XIVQ�"mast"�QSWX�SJXIR�VIJIVW�XS�EGSVRW��XLI�JVYMX�
SJ�XLI�SEO��FYX�FIIGLRYXW�[IVI�EPWS�EZEMPEFPI�SR�XLI�JSVIWX�JPSSV��7MRGI�XLIMV�
S[RIVW�HMH�RSX�TVSZMHI�ER]�WYTTPIQIRXEV]�JSHHIV��ER�EHIUYEXI�WYTTP]�SJ�QEWX�



[EW�IWWIRXMEP�JSV�XLI�[IPP�FIMRK�SJ�W[MRI�HYVMRK�XLI�[MRXIV��8LMW��MR�XYVR��[EW�
HIXIVQMRIH�F]�GPMQEXMG�GSRHMXMSRW�ERH�TVSTIV�LYWFERHV]�SJ�SEO�XVIIW��-R�E�KSSH�
]IEV��XLI�GVST�JVSQ�E�WMRKPI�SEO�[EW�WYJJMGMIRX�XS�JIIH�E�TMK�JSV�E�]IEV��%�VIPMEFPI�
MRHMGEXMSR�SJ�XLI�MQTSVXERGI�SJ�W[MRI�ERH�SEO�XS�XLI�-VMWL�'IPXW�MW�XLI�LMKL�
JVIUYIRG]�[MXL�[LMGL�XLI�EFYRHERGI�SV�HIEVXL�SJ�QEWX�MW�QIRXMSRIH�MR�XLI�
%RREPW�

Respect for the Land

8LYW�JEV�MR�XLMW�GLETXIV�[I�LEZI�WIIR�XLEX�XLI�'IPXW�YWIH�XLI�PERH�JSV�WYVZMZEP�
ERH�TPIEWYVI��8LI]�LEH�XS�[SVO�[MXL�REXYVI�MR�SVHIV�XS�WYVZMZI�ERH�GSYPH�SRP]�
LEZI�HSRI�XLMW�F]�GPSWI�SFWIVZEXMSR�SJ�REXYVEP�TLIRSQIRE��8LIVI�WIIQW�PMXXPI�
HSYFX�XLEX�WYGL�MRXMQEG]�[MXL�XLIMV�IRZMVSRQIRX�QYWX�LEZI�IRKIRHIVIH�
XVIQIRHSYW�VIWTIGX�JSV�MX�

6IWTIGX�JSV�XLIMV�PERH�ERH�IRZMVSRQIRX�MW�ZIV]�IZMHIRX�MR�XLI�Q]XLSPSK]�SJ�XLI�
'IPXW��1ER]�HIMXMIW�EVI�EWWSGMEXIH�[MXL�REXYVEP�JIEXYVIW�WYGL�EW�QSYRXEMRW�ERH�
VMZIVW��ERH�[MXL�XVIIW�ERH�ERMQEPW��7SQI�WGLSPEVW�WYKKIWX�XLEX�HIMXMIW�"dwelled in 
the landscape and presided over all human undertakings." 7YGL�GETVMGMSYW�JSVGIW�
QMKLX�QERMJIWX�XLIQWIPZIW�MR�EPQSWX�ER]�JSVQ�ERH�XLIVIJSV�QIVMXIH�VIWTIGX�

-R�XLI�PIKIRHW��LYQERW�[LS�LEH�WTIGMEP�IQTEXL]�[MXL�REXYVI�[IVI�WSQIXMQIW�
KMZIR�ORS[PIHKI�ERH�TS[IV�XS�GSRXVSP�XLI�JSVGIW�SJ�REXYVI��3RI�WYGL�LYQER�[EW�
Amergen��EW�VIPEXIH�MR�Lebor Gabála Érenn��Amergen [EW�XLI�TSIX�HVYMH�SJ�XLI�
Milesians��E�Q]XLMGEP�LYQER�VEGI�MR�-VMWL�TWIYHS�LMWXSV]��%JXIV�E�PSRK�ERH�EVHYSYW�
WIE�NSYVRI]��XLI�Milesians�ETTVSEGLIH�-VMWL�WLSVIW�FYX�[IVI�HVMZIR�SJJ�F]�E�
QEKMGEP�[MRH�GSRNYVIH�F]�XLI�Túatha Dé Danann�[LS�EPVIEH]�SGGYTMIH�XLI�PERH��
8LI�Milesians�TIVWIZIVIH�ERH�JMREPP]�QEHI�WLSVI��[LIVIYTSR�Amergen�WSYKLX�
TIVQMWWMSR�SJ�Erinn��XLI�0ERH��XS�HMWIQFEVO�

Fain we ask Erinn

Faring o'er ocean's

Motions to mountains . . .

Pray here to sail in,

Wailing maids royal!

Loyal chief leaders,

Pleaders blend pray'r in

So we seek Erinn.

-X�MW�GPIEV�XLEX�Amergen�FIPMIZIH�XLI�0ERH�[EW�E�PMZMRK��TSXIRX�IRXMX]�XLEX�LEH�E�
REQI�ERH��XLIVIJSVI��HIWIVZIH�VIWTIGX��8LI�Milesians�JMREPP]�SZIVGEQI�XLI�Túatha 



Dé Danann's�QEKMG�ERH�FIEGLIH�XLIMV�FSEXW��&IJSVI�ER]�SJ�LMW�SXLIV�GSQTERMSRW�
GSYPH�EPMKLX��Amergen�WIX�LMW�VMKLX�JSSX�SR�XLI�PERH�SJ�Erinn ERH�VIGMXIH�LMW�JEQSYW�
WSRK�
�

I, the Wind at Sea,

I, the Rolling Billow

I, the roar of Ocean.

,I�GSRXMRYIW�XS�IUYEXI�LMQWIPJ�[MXL�SXLIV�REXYVEP�IRXMXMIW�WYGL�EW�S\IR��SWTVI]W��
WYRPMKLX��FSEV��WEPQSR�ERH�JPS[IVW�ERH�XLMW�MW�WSQIXMQIW�MRXIVTVIXIH�EW�E�
WXEXIQIRX�SJ�LMW�EFMPMX]�XS�WLETIWLMJX��Amergen�LMQWIPJ�TVSZMHIW�E�QSVI�PMOIP]�
I\TPEREXMSR�XS�XLI�QIERMRK�SJ�LMW�WSRK�

Who can lead to falling waters?

Who can tell the white Moon's ages?

Who can draw the deep sea fishes?

Who can show the fire-top headlands?

�
,I�ERW[IVW�LMW�S[R�UYIWXMSRW�[MXL�

I, the poet, prophet, pray'rful.

%QIVKIR�XLI�TSIX�EHHVIWWIH�XLI�"land" FIGEYWI�LI�YRHIVWXSSH�ERH�VIWTIGXIH�MXW�
TS[IV��%W�E�TSIX��LMW�EFMPMXMIW�XS�SFWIVZI�ERH�YRHIVWXERH�REXYVI�[IVI�IRLERGIH��
,I�ETTVIGMEXIH�XLI�RSXMSRW�SJ�LEVQSR]�ERH�FEPERGI�MR�REXYVI��VIGSKRMWMRK�XLEX�
FSXL�EVI�IWWIRXMEP�JSV�XLI�[IPP�FIMRK�SJ�XLI�PERH�ERH�MXW�MRLEFMXERXW��%QIVKIR��EW�
TVSTLIX��GSYPH�TVIHMGX�"Future fame in soaring story"�JSV�LMW�TISTPI�FIGEYWI��EW�ER�
SFWIVZIV�SJ�REXYVI��LI�ORI[�XLIMV�EFMPMXMIW�ERH�WXVIRKXLW��8LI]�[SYPH�I\GIP�MR�XLI�
RI[�PERH�TVSZMHIH�XLI]�VIWTIGXIH�MX�FYX��EW�%QIVKIR�XLI�"pray'ful,"�LI�ORI[�XLI�
YPXMQEXI�HIGMWMSR�[SYPH�FI�QEHI�F]�XLI�PERH�MXWIPJ��,MW�TVE]IV�JSV�EGGITXERGI�SJ�
LMW�TISTPI�[EW�QEHI�XS�XLI�PERH��XLI�IRXMX]�REQIH�)VMRR�

Mythical Significance

;I�GERRSX�TVIWYQI�XLEX�EPP�'IPXW�WLEVIH�%QIVKIR�W�ZMWMSR�ERH�TIVGITXMSR�SJ�XLI�
PERH�ERH�IRZMVSRQIRX��,I�[EW�E�TSIX�[LSWI�WTIGMEP�XEPIRXW�KEZI�LMQ�MRWMKLX�XLEX�
[SYPH�RSX�LEZI�FIIR�WLEVIH�F]�SXLIVW�MR�LMW�GSQQYRMX]��2IZIVXLIPIWW��XLIVI�GER�
FI�PMXXPI�HSYFX�XLEX�TPERXW��ERMQEPW�ERH�REXYVEP�JIEXYVIW�LEH�WTIGMEP�WMKRMJMGERGI�
JSV�XLI�'IPXW�



8VIIW�ERH�SXLIV�TPERXW�[IVI�MQTSVXERX��EW�[I�LEZI�WIIR�EPVIEH]��%TEVX�JVSQ�XLIMV�
QSVI�QYRHERI�YWIW�EW�WSYVGIW�SJ�JSSH��QIHMGMRI��H]I�WXYJJW�ERH�FYMPHMRK�
QEXIVMEPW��XVIIW�[IVI�EPWS�EWWSGMEXIH�[MXL�JIVXMPMX]�SJ�XLI�PERH�FIGEYWI�XLI]�EVI�
HIIT�VSSXIH�ERH�HVE[�XLIMV�RSYVMWLQIRX�JVSQ�HIIT�[MXLMR�XLI�IEVXL��%FYRHERGI�
SJ�GVSTW�[EW�SRI�SJ�XLI�GVMXIVME�YTSR�[LMGL�XLI�[SVXLMRIWW�SJ�E�OMRK�[EW�NYHKIH��
%R�MREHIUYEXI�JEPP�SJ�QEWX��JSV�I\EQTPI��[EW�VIKEVHIH�EW�ER�MRHMGEXMSR�XLEX�XLI�
0ERH��7SZIVIMKRX]��QE]�RSX�LEZI�GSRWMHIVIH�XLI�OMRK�[SVXL]�XS�FI�LIV�GSRWSVX�

%RMQEPW�[IVI�Q]XLMGEPP]�MQTSVXERX�XS�XLI�'IPXW�XSS��&SEV��HIIV�ERH�SXLIV�ERMQEPW�
LEZI�EPVIEH]�FIIR�QIRXMSRIH�MR�GSRRIGXMSR�[MXL�XLI�LYRX�ERH�JEVQMRK��)ZIR�
QSVI�MQTSVXERXP]��XLI�HIMXMIW�GSYPH�XVERWJSVQ�XLIQWIPZIW�MRXS�ERMQEPW��ERH�XLI�
'IPXW�SJXIR�MHIRXMJMIH�HIMXMIW�SV�XLIMV�TS[IVW�[MXL�ERMQEPW��8LI]�RIZIV�ORI[�MJ�XLI�
ERMQEP�XLI]�LYRXIH�[EW�E�HIMX]�SV�RSX�

&SEV�[IVI�EWWSGMEXIH�[MXL�[EV�FIGEYWI�SJ�XLIMV�JIVSGMX]�ERH�JIEVPIWWRIWW��7SQI�
'IPXMG�[EVVMSVW�[SVI�FSEV�LIPQIXW�XS�FEXXPI�MR�XLI�FIPMIJ�XLI]�[SYPH�XIVVMJ]�XLIMV�
STTSRIRXW��8LI�IJJIGX�WIIQW�XS�LEZI�FIIR�WS�TSXIRX�XLEX�XLI�FSEV�W]QFSP�[EW�
EHSTXIH�F]�E�6SQER�PIKMSR�WXEXMSRIH�MR�'LIWXIV�EW�E�[EVRMRK�XS�MXW�JSIW�SJ�MXW�
TVS[IWW��-R�'IPXMG�EVX��FSEV�EVI�WLS[R�[MXL�IRPEVKIH�IEVW�ERH�I\EKKIVEXIH�WTMREP�
FVMWXPIW��IQTLEWM M̂RK�XLIMV�JIVSGMX]��8LI]�[IVI�EPWS�GLXLSRMG�ERMQEPW��PMROIH�XS�
XLI�YRHIV[SVPH��FIGEYWI�XLI]�[IVI�SJXIR�VIWTSRWMFPI�JSV�XLI�HIEXLW�SJ�XLIMV�
LYRXIVW�

(IIV��IWTIGMEPP]�WXEKW�[MXL�XLIMV�TVSQMRIRX�ERXPIVW��EVI�SJXIR�PMROIH�MR�XLI�Q]XLW�
XS�JIVXMPMX]�ERH�XS�XLI�3XLIV[SVPH��7XEKW�FIEV�I\EKKIVEXIH�ERXPIVW�MR�IEVP]�
GSRXMRIRXEP�'IPXMG�EVX��QYGL�EW�XLI�FSEV�LEW�IRPEVKIH�IEVW�ERH�FVMWXPIW��8LI]�
PMZIH�MR�XLI�JSVIWX�[LIVI�KVS[XL�ERH�WLIHHMRK�SJ�ERXPIVW�QMVVSVIH�XLI�ERRYEP�
G]GPI�SJ�XLI�XVIIW�EQSRK�[LMGL�XLI]�PMZIH��%RXPIVW�FIKMR�XS�FYH�EX�XLI�WEQI�XMQI�
EW�PIEZIW��8LI]�KVS[�ERH�JPSYVMWL�HYVMRK�XLI�WYQQIV�ERH�EVI�WLIH�MR�XLI�EYXYQR��
7IIHW�PMI�HSVQERX�MR�XLI�KVSYRH�HYVMRK�XLI�[MRXIV�QSRXLW�YRXMP�XLI�[EVQXL�SJ�
WTVMRK�MRHYGIW�XLIQ�XS�E[EOIR��%X�XLI�WEQI�XMQI��XLI�JE[R�HIZIPSTW�MR�XLI�
MQTVIKREXIH�LMRH��MXW�FMVXL�GSMRGMHMRK�[MXL�XLI�WXEVX�SJ�RI[�KVS[XL�MR�XLI�JSVIWX��
-R�-VMWL�Q]XLSPSK]��*MSRR�QEG�'YQLEMP�[EW�GPSWIP]�PMROIH�XS�3XLIV[SVPH�HIIV��
&SXL�LMW�LYRXMRK�LSYRHW�[IVI�LMW�RITLI[W�MR�ERMQEP�JSVQ�ERH�LI�LMQWIPJ�GSYPH�
EWWYQI�XLI�WLETI�SJ�LYQER��LSYRH�SV�HIIV�XLI�LYRXIV�ERH�XLI�LYRXIH��%PXLSYKL�
LI�HMHR�X�ORS[�MX�EX�XLI�XMQI��LMW�JMVWX�WI\YEP�IRGSYRXIV�[EW�[MXL�7SZIVIMKRX]�
HMWKYMWIH�EW�E�HIIV�[LSQ�LI�LEH�LYRXIH�ERH�[LS�XVERWJSVQIH�LIVWIPJ�MRXS�E�
LYQER�JSV�XLI�SGGEWMSR��8LIMV�WSR�[EW�3MW°R��[LMGL�QIERW�"little deer."

8LI�*MSRR�WXSVMIW�WLS[�XLEX�XLI�HIMXMIW�GSYPH�ETTIEV�XS�LYQERW�MR�XLI�JSVQ�SJ�
HIIV�FYX�XLIVI�EVI�SXLIV�MRWXERGIW�SJ�HIMXMIW�EWWYQMRK�SXLIV�ERMQEP�JSVQW��8LI�
1SVV°KER��YWYEPP]�HITMGXIH�EW�E�VEZIR��XEOIW�XLI�WLETI�SJ�[SPJ��IIP�ERH�LIMJIV�MR�
VETMH�WYGGIWWMSR�MR�XLI�WEKE�SJ�XLI�8¤MR�&¶�'YEMPRKI�

%PXLSYKL�HIMXMIW�GSYPH�EWWYQI�XLI�WLETI�SJ�ERMQEPW��XLI�'IPXW�EPWS�FIPMIZIH�XLEX�
ERMQEPW��SV�EX�PIEWX�VITVIWIRXEXMSRW�SJ�ERMQEPW��LEH�WTIGMEP�TS[IVW�SJ�XLIMV�S[R�
SV�XLVSYKL�XLIMV�EWWSGMEXMSR�[MXL�HIMXMIW�

(SKW��SV�HSKW��LIEHW��SJXIR�EGGSQTER]�2SHIRW��E�&VMXMWL�KSH�SJ�XLI�,YRX��ERH�
2ILEPIRRME��E�GSRXMRIRXEP�KSHHIWW�SJ�WIEJEVIVW��'½�'LYPEMRR��SVMKMREPP]�7IXERXE��



[EW�WS�REQIH�FIGEYWI�LI�OMPPIH�XLI�LSYRH�SJ�'YPEMRR�MR�WIPJ�HIJIRGI�ERH�PEXIV�
SJJIVIH�XS�XEOI�XLI�HSK�W�TPEGI�EW�TVSXIGXSV�SJ�XLI�LSQIWXIEH�YRXMP�'YPEMRR�GSYPH�
XVEMR�E�WYMXEFPI�VITPEGIQIRX��8LI�I\TVIWWMSR�"licking his wounds"�SVMKMREXIH�MR�XLI�
SFWIVZEXMSR�XLEX�HSKW�HS��MRHIIH��PMGO�XLIMV�[SYRHW�GPIER�XS�EMH�LIEPMRK��(SKW�
SJXIR�"nurse"�MRNYVIH�ERMQEPW�SJ�SXLIV�WTIGMIW��MRGPYHMRK�LYQERW��%�LIEPMRK�[EXIV�
WERGXYEV]�HIHMGEXIH�XS�2SHIRW�[EW�FYMPX�SR�XLI�FEROW�SJ�XLI�VMZIV�7IZIVR�MR�
)RKPERH�HYVMRK�XLI�XLMVH�GIRXYV]�ERH�EPP�SJJIVMRKW�XS�XLI�KSH�JSYRH�XS�HEXI�EVI�
HSK�JMKYVMRIW��EKEMR�PMROMRK�HSKW�[MXL�LIEPMRK�

&MVHW�LEH�WTIGMEP�WMKRMJMGERGI�JSV�XLI�IEVP]�'IPXW��8LIMV�EFMPMX]�XS�JP]�[EW�EOMR�XS�
JVIIMRK�XLI�WSYP�MR�HIEXL��W]QFSPMWQ�SJXIR�JSYRH�MR�'IPXMG�'LVMWXMER�MGSRSKVETL]��
1]XLSPSK]�GSRXEMRW�QER]�MRWXERGIW�SJ�FMVHW�EW�3XLIV[SVPH�FIMRKW�SV�EW�
QIWWIRKIVW�JVSQ�XLI�3XLIV[SVPH��;EXIVJS[P�[IVI�IWTIGMEPP]�VIZIVIH�FIGEYWI�
XLI]�[IVI�EWWSGMEXIH�[MXL�EMV��PERH�ERH�[EXIV��SJXIR�VIKEVHIH�EW�XLVIWLSPHW�
FIX[IIR�XLMW�[SVPH�ERH�XLI�3XLIV[SVPH��+IIWI��JSV�I\EQTPI��EVI�RSXIH�JSV�XLIMV�
EKKVIWWMZI��EPIVX�REXYVI�ERH�EW�KYEVHMERW�ERH�TVSXIGXSVW�SJ�XLI�LSQI��FYX�XLI]�
EVI�EPWS�[EXIV�FMVHW�ERH�XLIVIF]�PMRO�XLIMV�TVSXIGXMZI�JYRGXMSR�XS�XLI�3XLIV[SVPH�

;I�LEZI�EPVIEH]�WIIR�XLEX�WSQI�'IPXMG�XVMFIW�EHSTXIH�XLI�REQIW�SJ�XVIIW�EW�XLIMV�
TVSXIGXMZI�XSXIQ��%RMQEP�REQIW�[IVI�EPWS�EHSTXIH��)\EQTPIW�EVI�XLI�Artraige 
�FIEV�TISTPI���Osraige��HIIV�TISTPI���Grecraige��LSVWI�TISTPI���ERH�Sordraige��FSEV�
TISTPI���-X�LEW�FIIR�WYKKIWXIH�XLEX�XLI�REQI�SJ�SRI�IEVP]�-VMWL�XVMFI��XLI�Bibraige��
QIERW�FIEZIV�TISTPI��-J�XLMW�MW�GSVVIGX��XLI�XVMFI�QYWX�LEZI�FVSYKLX�XLI�REQI�
[LIR�MX�QSZIH�JVSQ�XLI�QEMRPERH�FIGEYWI�FIEZIVW�[IVI�RIZIV�MRHMKIRSYW�XS�
-VIPERH�

Watery Places

;EXIV�ERH�[EXIV]�TPEGIW�LEH�WTIGMEP�MQTSVXERGI�NYHKMRK�F]�XLI�JVIUYIRG]�[MXL�
[LMGL�XLI]�[IVI�YWIH�EW�HITSWMXSVMIW�JSV�ZSXMZI�SJJIVMRKW��8LI�LYKI�HITSWMX�SJ�
[IETSRW��NI[IPV]�ERH�SXLIV�KSSHW�JSYRH�MR�0EOI�2IYGLEXIP��7[MX^IVPERH��MW�
TVSFEFP]�XLI�QSWX�WTIGXEGYPEV�JMRH�WS�JEV�FYX�XLI]�EVI�[MHIWTVIEH�XLVSYKLSYX�
)YVSTI��%�QENSV�LSEVH�[EW�JSYRH�EX�(YGLGSZ�MR�&SLIQME��ERH�E�GSPPIGXMSR�SJ�
+EPPS�6SQER�[SSH�GEVZMRKW�[EW�HMWGSZIVIH�EX�XLI�WSYVGI�SJ�XLI�7IMRI�RIEV�(MNSR�
MR�*VERGI��%�HITSWMX�SJ�LMKL�UYEPMX]�QIXEP[SVO�[EW�JSYRH�EX�0P]R�'IVVMK�&EGL�SR�
%RKPIWI]�MR�;EPIW��8LI�VMZIV�&ERR��MR�-VIPERH��LEW�]MIPHIH�SVREXI�FVSR^I�
WGEFFEVH�TPEXIW��WTIEV�JIVVYPIW�ERH�LSVWI�FMXW��8LIWI��ERH�QER]�SXLIV�JMRHW�
EGVSWW�)YVSTI��WLS[�XLI�MQTSVXERGI�SJ�WTVMRKW��PEOIW�ERH�VMZIVW�XS�XLI�'IPXW��;I�
GER�WYVQMWI�XLEX�XLI�SJJIVMRKW�[IVI�QEHI�JSV�JEZSYVW�JVSQ�XLI�KSHW��SV�EW�
XLEROWKMZMRK�JSV�JEZSYVW�VIGIMZIH��8LI�TVEGXMGI�MW�WXMPP�GEVVMIH�SR�XSHE]��,S[�
QER]�SJ�YW�LEZI�XLVS[R�E�TIRR]�MRXS�E�'wishing'well�SV�JSYRXEMR�JSV�PYGO#�7TVMRKW�
LEH�TEVXMGYPEV�EWWSGMEXMSR�[MXL�XLI�YRHIV[SVPH�FIGEYWI�XLI]�FYFFPI�YT�JVSQ�XLI�
HITXLW�SJ�XLI�IEVXL��XLI�[EXIV�MW�IMXLIV�[EVQ�SV�ZIV]�GSPH�ERH�GSRXEMRW�HMWWSPZIH�
WEPXW�XLEX�[IVI�FIPMIZIH�XS�LEZI�GYVEXMZI�TVSTIVXMIW��7YGL�WTVMRKW�LEZI�PSRK�WMRGI�
FIIR�'LVMWXMERMWIH�EW�,SP]�;IPPW��YWYEPP]�HIHMGEXIH�XS�E�WEMRX��FYX�XLI�[EXIVW�
JVSQ�QSWX�EVI�WXMPP�FIPMIZIH�XS�LEZI�TS[IV�XS�GYVI�EMPQIRXW�

%TEVX�JVSQ�XLIMV�HE]�XS�HE]�YWIW�JSV�HSQIWXMG�TYVTSWIW��[EXIVW��IWTIGMEPP]�VMZIVW��
[IVI�MRXMQEXIP]�PMROIH�XS�XLI�JIVXMPMX]�SJ�XLI�WSMP��8LI�ERRYEP�MRYRHEXMSR�SJ�XLI�
JPSSH�TPEMR�PIJX�VMGL�HITSWMXW�SJ�WMPX�XLEX�RSYVMWLIH�XLI�WSMP��MX�WIIQW�PMOIP]�XLEX��EX�



PIEWX�MR�WSQI�GEWIW��XLI�SJJIVMRKW�[IVI�TPIEW�JSV�JYXYVI�JIVXMPMX]�ERH�EFYRHERGI�SV�
[IVI�XSOIRW�SJ�KVEXMXYHI�JSV�E�WYGGIWWJYP�LEVZIWX��3JJIVMRKW�XS�VMZIVW�[IVI�EPWS�
QEHI�MR�KVEXMXYHI�JSV�ZMGXSV]�MR�FEXXPI�

;EXIV�LEH�E�WMRMWXIV�EWTIGX�XSS��-X�[EW�YRGSRXVSPPEFPI�ERH�GETVMGMSYW�ERH��EW�VEMR��
GSYPH�FEXXIV�GVSTW��8LI�WIE�GSYPH�[VIGO�FSEXW�ERH�HVS[R�WIEJEVIVW��ERH�JPSSHMRK�
VMZIVW�GSYPH�HIWXVS]�JEVQW�ERH�H[IPPMRKW��8SS�PMXXPI�[EXIV�VIWYPXIH�MR�HVSYKLX��
JEMPYVI�SJ�GVSTW�ERH�PSWW�SJ�GEXXPI�ERH�SXLIV�IWWIRXMEP�ERMQEPW��:SXMZI�SJJIVMRKW�
GSYPH�EPWS��XLIR��LEZI�FIIR�EXXIQTXW�XS�TPEGEXI�ERKV]�[EXIVW�SV�TPIEHMRKW�JSV�
QSVI�[EXIV�HYVMRK�XMQIW�SJ�HVSYKLX�

;I�RSXIH�IEVPMIV�MR�XLMW�GLETXIV�XLI�QEVOIH�GPMQEXMG�HIXIVMSVEXMSR�XLEX�SGGYVVIH�
EVSYRH�XLI�QMHHPI�SJ�XLI�PEWX�QMPPIRRMYQ�&')�ERH�MX�QE]�RSX�FI�GSMRGMHIRGI�XLEX�
ZSXMZI�SJJIVMRKW�EX�[EXIV]�TPEGIW�MRGVIEWIH�HYVMRK�XLEX�XMQI�

Placelore

;LMPI�XVIIW��ERMQEPW�ERH�[EXIV�JIEXYVIH�PEVKIP]�MR�HEMP]�'IPXMG�PMJI��SXLIV�EWTIGXW�
SJ�XLIMV�IRZMVSRQIRX�[IVI�MQTSVXERX�XSS��8LIVI�MW�E�PEVKI�FSH]�SJ�WXSVMIW�ERH�PSVI�
HIHMGEXIH�WSPIP]�XS�XLI�REQIW�SJ�TPEGIW�ERH�MX�WIIQW�XS�LEZI�FIIR�IWWIRXMEP�XLEX�
JIEXYVIW�SJ�XLI�PERHWGETI�[IVI�REQIH��%QIVKIR�EHHVIWWIH�XLI�IRXMVI�PERH�SJ�
-VIPERH�F]�REQI��FYX�MRHMZMHYEP�GSQTSRIRXW��VMZIVW��LMPPW�ERH�QSYRXEMRW��EPWS�LEH�
XS�FI�REQIH��)EVP]�-VMWL�WGLSPEVW�GSQTSWIH�SV�XVERWGVMFIH�WXSVMIW��GSPPIGXMZIP]�
ORS[R�EW�(MRHWIRGLEW��XLEX�I\TPEMR�[L]�SV�LS[�IEGL�TPEGI�KSX�MXW�REQI��)ZIR�MR�
XLI�8¤MR�&¶�'YEMPRKI��WTIGMEP�IJJSVX�WIIQW�XS�LEZI�FIIR�QEHI�XS�REQI�TPEGIW�
EGGSVHMRK�XS�IZIRXW�XLEX�SGGYVVIH�XLIVI��MVVIWTIGXMZI�SJ�XLIMV�VIPIZERGI�XS�XLI�
WXSV]��8LI�VIEWSR�JSV�XLMW�GSQTYPWMSR�XS�REQI�TPEGIW�MW�FIWX�WYQQIH�YT�F]�XLI�
SPH�-VMWL�WE]MRK��"To be named is to exist."

The Movement of the Heavens

-HIRXMX]�[MXL�TPEGI�MW�ER�IRHYVMRK�JIEXYVI�SJ�'IPXMG�GYPXYVI��FYX�XLI�IEVP]�'IPXW�HMH�
RSX�GSRJMRI�XLIMV�GYVMSWMX]�XS�NYWX�XLIMV�PSGEP�IRZMVSRQIRX��%GGSVHMRK�XS�
4SQTSRMYW�1IPE��G�����')��" . . . they [druids] claim to know the size of the earth and 
cosmos, the movements of the heavens and stars . . . "�7SQI�IEVP]�;IPWL�QERYWGVMTXW�
REQI�GSRWXIPPEXMSRW�ERH�MRHMZMHYEP�WXEVW��3J�TEVEQSYRX�MQTSVXERGI��LS[IZIV��
[EW�XLI�WYR�[LMGL�TVSZMHIH�PMKLX�ERH�[EVQXL��-XW�MQTSVXERGI�[EW�SJXIR�VIJPIGXIH�
MR�'IPXMG�EVX��1ER]�GYPXYVIW��MRGPYHMRK�XLI�'IPXW��EHSTXIH�XLI�W]QFSPW�SJ�XLI�
GMVGPI��WTSOIH�[LIIP��XVMWOIPI�ERH�W[EWXMOE�XS�HITMGX�XLI�TEWWEKI�SJ�XLI�WYR�
EGVSWW�XLI�WO]��8VMWOIPIW�ERH�WSPEV�[LIIPW�[IVI�YWIH�SR�LIPQIXW��EVQSYV�ERH�
[IETSRW�SJ�'IPXMG�[EVVMSVW��WYKKIWXMRK�XLI�TEXXIVRW�QE]�LEZI�LEH�TVSXIGXMZI�
W]QFSPMWQ�

7XVERKIP]��XLI�QSSR�ERH�WXEVW�WIIQ�RSX�XS�LEZI�JIEXYVIH�PEVKIP]�MR�'IPXMG�
MQEKIV]��7SQI�EVXMJEGXW�JVSQ�GIRXVEP�)YVSTI�WLS[�XLI�WSPEV�[LIIP�PMROIH�XS�
GVIWGIRX�WLETIW��TVIWYQEFP]�XLI�QSSR��%�WM\XL�GIRXYV]�&')�WLIIX�KSPH�FS[P�JVSQ�
>YVMGL�LEW�HITMGXMSRW�SJ�HIIV��XLI�WYR�ERH�XLI�QSSR��8LI�REQI�%VMERVLSH��
QSXLIV�SJ�0PIY�MR�;IPWL�Q]XLSPSK]��QIERW�"Silver Wheel,"�WYKKIWXMRK�WLI�QE]�
LEZI�FIIR�E�QSSR�KSHHIWW��7MVSRE�[EW�E�LIEPMRK�KSHHIWW�ZIRIVEXIH�SR�
GSRXMRIRXEP�)YVSTI��,IV�REQI��QIERMRK�"Star,"�PMROW�LIV�[MXL�PMKLX�TIRIXVEXMRK�



XLI�HEVORIWW�SJ�RMKLX��8LI�+EYPMWL�'SPMKR]�GEPIRHEV�MW�FEWIH�SR�WSPEV�ERH�PYREV�
GSRJMKYVEXMSRW�FYX��HIWTMXI�XLIWI�I\EQTPIW��VIJIVIRGIW�XS�ERH�HITMGXMSRW�SJ�QSSR�
ERH�WXEVW�EVI�WGEVGI�MR�'IPXMG�EVX�

Underworld and Otherworld

7S�JEV��[I�LEZI�PSSOIH�EX�XLI�TL]WMGEP�IRZMVSRQIRX�ERH�LS[�XLI�'IPXW�TIVGIMZIH��
HIZIPSTIH�ERH�MRXIVEGXIH�[MXL�MX��8LI]�[IVI�EPWS�E[EVI�SJ�SXLIV�IRZMVSRQIRXW�
SZIV�[LMGL�XLI]�LEH�RS�GSRXVSP�FYX�[LMGL�[IVI�MRXMQEXIP]�PMROIH�XS�HEMP]�PMJI��
8LIWI�[IVI�XLI�YRHIV[SVPH�ERH�XLI�3XLIV[SVPH�

8LI�YRHIV[SVPH�[EW�MRLEFMXIH�F]�XLI�HIEH�ERH�XLI�3XLIV[SVPH�F]�XLI�HIMXMIW��
%PXLSYKL�FSXL�[SVPHW�EVI�WITEVEXI��XLI�HMWXMRGXMSR�FIX[IIR�XLIQ�GER�FI�FPYVVIH��
8LI�Q]XLW�WLS[�XLEX�PMZMRK�TISTPI�SGGEWMSREPP]�ZMWMXIH�FSXL�[SVPHW��FYX�XVEJJMG�
[EW�QSVI�GSQQSR�MR�XLI�SXLIV�HMVIGXMSR��8LI�HIMXMIW�WIIQ�XS�LEZI�FIIR�EFPI�XS�
IRXIV�XLI�TL]WMGEP�[SVPH�EX�ER]�XMQI�FYX�XLI�HIEH�LEH�XS�[EMX�JSV�PMQMREP�XMQIW�
[LIR�XLVIWLSPHW�GSYPH�FI�GVSWWIH��8LIWI�GSMRGMHIH�[MXL�E�GLERKI�JVSQ�SRI�WXEXI�
XS�ERSXLIV�WYGL�EW�EX�HYWO��[LIR�XLI�RI[�HE]�FIKER�ERH��QSWX�IWTIGMEPP]��EX�XLI�
'IPXMG�JIWXMZEP��7EQLEMR�MR�QSHIVR�-VMWL��XLEX�QEVOIH�XLI�IRH�SJ�XLI�SPH�]IEV�ERH�
XLI�WXEVX�SJ�XLI�RI[�

7SQI�GPEWWMGEP�[VMXIVW�VIGSVH�XLEX�XLI�'IPXW�FIPMIZIH�MR�ER�EJXIVPMJI��7XVEFS�[VMXIW�
XLEX

. . . not only the druids, but others as well, have pronounced that men's souls and the 
universe are indestructible, although both fire and water will at some time or other 
prevail over them.

(MSHSVYW�7MGYPYW�GSQQIRXW�XLEX��"They [Gauls] do not fear death, but subscribe to the 
doctrine of Pythagoras that the human spirit is immortal and will enter a new body after 
a fixed number of years."

%GGSVHMRK�XS�.YPMYW�'EIWEV�

The cardinal doctrine which they [druids] seek to teach is that souls do not die, but after 
death pass from one to another; and this belief, as the fear of death is thereby cast aside, 
they hold to be the greatest incentive to valour.

2SX�SRP]�HMH�WSYPW�RSX�HMI�FYX��EGGSVHMRK�XS�4SQTSRMYW�1IPE��XLI�'IPXW�" . . .would 
defer business and payment of debts to the next life."

%GGSVHMRK�XS�'PEWWMGEP�[VMXIVW��XLI�+EYPW�FIPMIZIH�XLEX�XLI�YRHIV[SVPH�[EW�SR�ER�
YRMHIRXMJMIH�MWPERH�MR�XLI�;IWX��-R�-VMWL�Q]XL��XLI�MWPERH�MW�GEPPIH�8IGL�(YMRR��XLI�
,SYWI�SJ�(SRR�[LMGL��SR�QSHIVR�EHQMVEPX]�GLEVXW��MW�MHIRXMJMIH�EW�&YPP�6SGO��
WMXYEXIH�E�JI[�QMPIW�SJJ�XLI�&IEVI�TIRMRWYPE�MR�WSYXL[IWX�-VIPERH��8LI�MWPERH�MW�E�
FEVVIR�VSGO�EVGL[E]�YRHIV�[LMGL�XLI�XMHI�JPS[W�[MXL�GSRWMHIVEFPI�JSVGI�ERH�
FILMRH�[LMGL�XLI�WYR�WIXW��(SRR�[EW�XLI�-VMWL�PSVH�SJ�XLI�HIEH��%GGSVHMRK�XS�XLI�
Q]XLW��LI�[EW�[MXL�XLI�KVSYT�SJ�1MPIWMERW�JVSQ�[LMGL�XLI�-VMWL�EVI�WEMH�XS�FI�
HIWGIRHIH�ERH��MJ�WS��[EW�XLIVIJSVI�ER�ERGIWXSV�HIMX]��,I�[EW�HIWXMRIH�RIZIV�WIX�



JSSX�SR�-VIPERH��LS[IZIV��ERH�HVS[RIH�RIEV�XLI�MWPERH�XLEX�FIEVW�LMW�REQI��,MW�
REQI�QIERW�'dark'�SV�'black' ERH�VIH�ERH�FPEGO�[IVI�XLI�X[S�GSPSYVW�EWWSGMEXIH�
[MXL�XLI�YRHIV[SVPH��3RI�SJ�XLI�-VMWL�Q]XLW�HIWGVMFIW�XLVII�LSVWIQIR�HVIWWIH�MR�
VIH�ERH�VMHMRK�VIH�LSVWIW�[LS�ERRSYRGI��"We ride the steeds of Donn Tetscorach 
[toothless Donn] from the fairy-mounds. Though we are alive we are dead."�7SQI�
WGLSPEVW�LEZI�WYKKIWXIH�XLI�X[S�GSPSYVW�VITVIWIRX�XLI�TIVMSH�FIX[IIR�WYRWIX�
ERH�WYRVMWI�ERH�FIX[IIR�HIEXL�ERH�VIFMVXL�

-X�WIIQW�XLIR��XLEX�[LMPI�XLI�YRHIV[SVPH�[EW�E�TPEGI�[LIVI�RSVQEP�EGXMZMXMIW�
WYGL�EW�FEVXIVMRK�ERH�TE]QIRX�SJ�HIFXW�GSYPH�GSRXMRYI��MX�EPWS�LEH�WSQFVI�ERH�
HEVO�SZIVXSRIW�EWWSGMEXIH�[MXL�XLI�RMKLX��,S[IZIV��XLI�TVSWTIGX�SJ�VIFMVXL�WLIH�
WSQI�PMKLX�MRXS�XLI�KPSSQ�

&]�GSRXVEWX��XLI�3XLIV[SVPH�[EW�FVMKLX�ERH�GLIIVJYP�[MXL�EFYRHERX�JSSH�ERH�
HVMRO��8MQI�TEWWIH�EX�E�VEXI�HMJJIVIRX�XS�XLEX�SJ�XLI�SVHMREV]�[SVPH��-XW�
MRLEFMXERXW�[IVI�EKIPIWW��%W�[MXL�XLI�YRHIV[SVPH��XLI�3XLIV[SVPH�[EW�EGVSWW�XLI�
WIE�FYX�XLIVI�[IVI�TSVXEPW�MR�GIVXEMR�TPEGIW�WYGL�EW�XLI�FYVMEP�QSYRH�EX�
2I[KVERKI�SV�EX�XLI�FSXXSQ�SJ�E�PEOI��8LMW�ETTEVIRX�ERSQEP]�GER�FI�VEXMSREPM^IH�
F]�EWWYQMRK�XLI�3XLIV[SVPH�XS�FI�E�[SRHIVJYP�I\MWXIRGI�TEVEPPIP�[MXL��FYX�SR�E�
HMJJIVIRX�TPERI�XS��XLI�SVHMREV]�[SVPH��7SQI�SJ�MXW�EXXVMFYXIW�GER�FI�HIHYGIH�JVSQ�
MXW�REQIW��1EKL�1IEPP��XLI�W[IIX�TPEMR��)QLEMR�%FLPEGL��XLI�WEGVIH�TPEGI�SJ�
ETTPIW��ERH�8°V�RE�R雿K��XLI�PERH�SJ�XLI�]SYRK�

4IVLETW�SRI�SJ�XLI�FIWX�HIWGVMTXMSRW�SJ�XLI�3XLIV[SVPH�ETTIEVW�MR�XLI�-VMWL�XEPI��
XLI�"Voyage of Bran."�%�WXVERKI�[SQER�ETTIEVW�XS�&VER�ERH�LMW�LSYWILSPH�ERH�
WMRKW�JMJX]�UYEXVEMRW�EFSYX�XLI�3XLIV[SVPH��[LMGL�WLI�GEPPW�"Emne."�7LI�HIWGVMFIW�
MX�EW�E�HMWXERX�MWPI�YTLIPH�F]�JSYV�TMPPEVW�SJ�[LMXI�FVSR^I��E�PSZIP]�PERH�"throughout 
the world's ages"�SR�[LMGL�QER]�FPSWWSQW�HVST��,SWXW�LSPH�KEQIW�SR�XLI�TPEMRW�
ERH�WTPIRHSYVW�SJ�IZIV]�GSPSYV�KPMWXIR�XLVSYKLSYX�XLIQ��;EMPMRK�ERH�XVIEGLIV]�
EVI�YRORS[R�ERH�XLIVI�MW�RSXLMRK�LEVWL�SV�VSYKL�FYX��SR�XLI�GSRXVEV]��W[IIX�
QYWMG�WXVMOIW�XLI�IEV��8LI�[SVPH�MW�[MXLSYX�KVMIJ��WSVVS[�SV�HIEXL��ERH�[MXLSYX�
WMGORIWW�SV�HIFMPMX]��)RMKQEXMGEPP]��XLI�WXVERKIV�VIJIVW�XS�LIV�[SVPH�EW�"Many-
shaped Emne by the sea, whether it be near, whether it be far...."

8LI�JSPPS[MRK�HE]��&VER�WIXW�SYX�SR�E�ZS]EKI�XS�HMWGSZIV�XLMW�[SVPH��EGGSQTERMIH�
F]�"three companions of nine."�%JXIV�X[S�HE]W�ERH�X[S�RMKLXW��&VER�WIIW�E�QER�
GSQMRK�SZIV�XLI�WIE�XS[EVHW�LMQ�SR�E�GLEVMSX��-X�MW�1ERERR¤R�QEG�0MV��KSH�SJ�XLI�
WIE��,I�I\TPEMRW�XS�&VER�XLEX��[LMPI�&VER�SR�LMW�TPERI�MW�MR�LMW�FSEX�SR�XLI�WIE�
ERH�WIIW�[EZIW��WIE�LSVWIW�ERH�PIETMRK�WEPQSR��1ERERR¤R�MR�LMW�GLEVMSX�MR�XLI�
3XLIV[SVPH�WIIW�E�TPEMR�[MXL�E�TVSJYWMSR�SJ�JPS[IVW��VMZIVW�TSYVMRK�JSVXL�E�WXVIEQ�
SJ�LSRI]��ERH�GEPZIW�ERH�GSPSYVIH�PEQFW��-X�WIIQW�ETTEVIRX�XLEX�XLI�3XLIV[SVPH�
SZIVPETTIH�ZIV]�MRXMQEXIP]�[MXL�&VER�W�[SVPH�
l7LEI�'PERG]�������
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