


Artist’s Statement

This exhibition reflects on the local and global interests in our landscape from
an environmental and a visual perspective.

Having lived for the past three years in the Sliabh Aughty’s of east Clare,this
work examines the landscape of the uplands in particular, it’s semi-natural
wilderness and our means of living with it and within it. The various pressures
on this ecological asset in the forms of afforestation, windfarms, peat
extraction and indeed in the different forms of ecology and conservation,
illustrate the contested space the land has become.

I have undertaken a series of detailed pen and ink drawings of various upland
habitats, as surveyed by an ecologist. These are considered ‘perfect’, ‘natural’
habitats, eg. upland blanket bog, species rich grassland, oak-birch-holly
woodland, hedgerows etc. In addition, using the stuff of the site, ie. peat, I
have made a series of peat paintings which seek to evoke an engagement
with our interventions into the landscape. The use of peat from the uplands
locates the work. Using simple materials, the boundary between art and
nature is blurred.
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