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A complete manual of Social Etiquette

Society, like other complex organization, must adopt a code of rules for its proper
management and maintenance, and these laws must find their authority in their perfection of
adaptability for attaining certain ends. The laws of etiquette, though they may sometimes ap-
pear trivial, all have a firm basis in some consideration of good taste, decency, modesty or
common sense ; and every refinement of ceremony which fashionable society can invent
tends to increase the security and stability of the social system. Whatever enjoyment we ob-
tain from society, from that agglomeration of morning calls, breakfasts, dinner parties, lunch-
eons, evening entertainments, prolonged visits, rides, drives, operas, theaters, and all which
go to make up the business of gay life, and some portion of which enters into all life ; what-
ever enjoyment we obtain from our daily intercourse with others, is possible only through our
obedience to the laws of that etiquette which governs the whole machinery, keeps every cog
and wheel in place, at its own work, which prevents jostling, and carries all things along com-
fortably to their consummation. Instead then of regarding the understanding of these laws as
a trivial thing, we should rather look to see if observance of them will not lead the way to a
still higher level of life and manners. For we may rest assured that etiquette, placing every
individual, as it does, on the plane of sovereignty, never forgetting his rights and dignities,
giving him his own place, and keeping others out of it, regarding always, as it will be found
to do. the sensitiveness of the most sensitive, destroying the agony of bashfulness, controlling
the insolence of audacity, repressing the rapacity of selfishness, has something to do with
morality, and is an expression of the best that civilization has yet accomplished.

There are fundamental principles of good breeding which all persons must observe in their
intercourse with their fellow-beings, or be cut off as entirely from such intercourse as if they
existed on another planet. And besides, there are details in the arrangement of certain social
occasions, as weddings, dinners, receptions, teas, etc., etc. which give the desired air of
fashionable righteousness, without which, in many people, the pleasure of social communion
would be but legendary. Most of our social laws are copied after those of the English, but the
democratic character of our institutions has naturally largely modified them. We allow pre-
cedence to but two classes :—to women and the aged—or at least we do in theory ; but con-
siderations of station, culture, and, we are sorry to say, even wealth are largely recognized.

Nothing is given in the following pages that has not the sanction of observance by the best
society, best not merely in the sense of the most fashionable, but the most cultivated the most
natural, and the most worthy of imitation. We shall go back to the alphabet of the subject, and
if you, dear reader, are annoyed by the detailed description of customs, you and your friends
have observed for ages, remember that these pages have been written for less perfect human-
ity, and be glad with the pharisaical rejoicing, “ that you are not as they are.”

F.S.
New York, 1884.



Introductions and Salutations.

One who Speaks with authority says “ that persons who have been born and reared in the
best society never make a hasty presentation or introduction.”

In introducing the individuals, it should be first ascertained, if possible, whether the intro-
duction be mutually agreeable ; a gentleman should, not be introduced to a lady unless her
permission has been previously obtained. The proper form, of introduction is to present the
gentleman to the lady, the single lady to the married lady, the inferior in social standing to the
superior, the unknown to fame to the famous, or the younger to the elder. In introducing, you
say : “ Mrs. A., allow me to introduce to you Mr B. Mr. B., Mrs. A :”

When the difference in social standing between two ladies introduced is a debatable one,
say, “ Mrs. , L., this is Mrs. M. Mrs. M.. Mrs. L.” Always, give a gentleman his appropriate
title, for instance : the Rev. Mr. Smith, the Rev. Dr. Jones, Governor Brown, of Texas, Mr.
Raphael, the artist, Mr. Shakespeare, the author of Hamlet. If he be a member of Congress,
introduce him as the Honorable.

If several persons are to be introduced to one individual, mention first the name of the one
person, and then name the others in succession. A slight bow is all that courtesy demands as
an acknowledgment to an introduction, hand-shaking having almost fallen into disuse, al-
though two ladies may extend hands, and so also may gentlemen.

If the married lady be glad to know the gentleman presented she says so, with frankness
and cordiality; the young lady simply bows and smiles.

If there be any pleasure expressed, it is by the gentleman, who seldom fails to say some
complimentary thing. A married lady should always extend her hand and express a cordial
welcome to the stranger brought to her home by her husband, or by a friend.

At receptions, the hostess, unless requested, does not introduce her guests. In these days
when society opens wide its doors, not only to the select few, but to the very many, the onus
of doing the agreeable to a room full of people is felt by a hostess to be somewhat of a tax
upon her powers, and she shrinks from making introductions and prefers to allow the guests
to amuse each other. Introductions should be considered wholly unnecessary to a pleasant
conversation. Every person should feel that he is, at least for the time being, upon a social
equality with every guest present. A lady or gentleman must conduct himself or herself, while
remaining in the house, as if there were no more exalted society than that which is present. To
converse above the comprehension of a temporary companion is an unpardonable rudeness,
and to convey to a fellow guest the impression that surroundings superior to the present are
the only ones with which the speaker is familiar, is incontrovertable testimony to the contrary.
If polished people were his only customary society, unpleasant comparisons would be im-
possible to his tongue. Genuine excellence is never compelled to arrest or explain itself, if it
happens to be thrown among a people with less polished formalities of manner. A nobility of
sentiment compels its possessors to be agreeable to simpler folk whom they meet, and an
introduction to an inferior in breeding and position, will never be met with other than a
kindly acknowledgment. If they meet again, however, no recognition follows. At dinners,
dances, etc., introductions are a social necessity, although it is well for young ladies to dance
only with gentlemen of their own party, or with those they have previously known, it is the
lady’s privilege to determine whether she will recognize a gentleman to whom she has been
thus introduced.



If while walking with a friend, you stop for a moment, to speak with another, the two are
not introduced, but when you separate, the friend who accompanies you gives a parting
salutation.

After an introduction, it is the privilege of the lady to determine whether she will re-
cognize a gentleman, and he is bound to return her bow. It is not enough that he touch his hat
—it should be lifted from his head. Between intimate friends it is immaterial who bows first,
the lady or gentlemen. The lady may be distant or cordial in her salutation, and the gentleman
must be responsive to her manner.

It is said that “ you should never speak to an acquaintance without a smile in your eyes,”
but, as a rule, for a lady upon the street, her smiles are few and her bows formal, but not
discourteous. The body is not bent in bowing, the inclination of the head is all that is neces-

sary.

The, fashion of bowing, says an English writer, has undergone great changes since the
days of the Georges. Now, the body must not be bent, only the head inclined, cordially or
otherwise, according to circumstances ; genuflections are relegated to dancing and posture
masters, whose palmy days are now a thing of the past. In the time of the “ merrie”” monarch,
the plumed and jeweled hat was doffed, with a sweeping grace to the very ground and there
held until the lady so saluted had passed or retired ; now the hat is simply raised in recognit-
ion of a fair acquaintance, who must give the initiative by a slight inclination of the head, and
we are informed by an aristocratic authority in matters of etiquette that “ a gentle-man return-
ing the bow of a lady with whom he is slightly acquainted would do so with a deferential air,

but if there were an intimacy, he would raise his hat with greater freedom of on, and consider-
able higher.”

In France, it is the gentleman who bows first, and there too, the bow is the signal of recog-
nition between members of the sterner sex ; in England, a nod suffices. A lady’s obeisance to
royalty fifty years ago, was an acrobatic feat. The knees were bent and the body slowly
brought forward in graceful and reverent guise, the equilibrium being recovered by a back-
ward movement, very difficult to perform with ease. But the monarchy waxes old, and repub-
lican manners, assertive of independence, make high-flown courtesy ridiculous; now courtesy
to royalty is merely a deep dip, a sudden collapse as if on springs, and as sudden a reattain-
ment of the perpendicular.

A well-bred woman will never be capricious in her public recognitions of gentlemen, nor
will she be demonstrative. Self-respect will prevent her from expressing any private
sentiments of dislike in her public greetings, although she may refuse to recognize an ac-
quaintance for good and sufficient reasons. Her greetings will be fully polite, or they will not
be given at all. She will not insult an acquaintance by a frigid salutation, which may be
observed by strangers.

A gentleman may ask a lady’s permission to turn and accompany her, if he is a particular
friend of her family, but he must not stand still in the street to converse with her.

A gentleman walking with a lady touches his hat and bows to whomsoever she salutes in
passing.

A gentleman always lifts his hat when offering a service to a strange lady, or when asking
pardon for some heedlessness. She bows her acknowledgment, but does not speak.



As it is not convenient for a gentleman when driving to lift his hat, etiquette permits a
bow, with which the lady must be satisfied. If riding, he may lift his hat or touch it with his
whip.

When, a gentleman enters a drawing-room for a short call, he always carries his hat leav-
ing his overshoes, overcoat and umbrella in the hall, if it be winter time. The lady, unless an
invalid or advanced in years, rises to receive him, and extends her hand or not as she
chooses ; if she does so, the gentleman does not remove his glove, as of old. At his departure,
the lady bows her adieux, but must not again extend her hand.

A lady does not accompany a gentleman to the door of the parlor unless he be an elderly
person, or some one whom she particularly desires to honor.

VISITING CARDS AND VISITING.

The texture of the card should be fine, and its engraving in plain script ; written or printed
cards are not used, the cost of engraving being trifling. Colored or glazed cards and the
ornamentation sometimes seen, is in the worst possible taste.

Only the recently-married have their names engraved on one card ; this is of the largest
size. Somewhat smaller is the one for the married lady, and smaller still the one for a gentle-
man. A young lady during her first season in society has her name engraved on her mother’s
card ; if the mother is not living, the daughter’s name is printed beneath that of her father on
the usual lady’s visiting card, but not on the smaller cards used by gentlemen. A brother and
sister, if living alone, would have their names on the same cards.

The name is in the center of the card, the address in the lower right-hand corner, the recep-
tion day on the left hand-corner, as:

Mrs. James Dash,

Thursdays, 7152 Fifth Avenue.
or,
Mrs, Dash,
Miss (or Misses) Dash.
7152 Fifth Avenue.
For a gentleman:
M, Richard Dash,
Union Club. 29 E, 1915t Street.

The prefix “ Mr.” must always be used, or the professional or military title, as :
General Dash,

Rev, Charles Dash,
Charles Dash, M, D.



A widow may use either her own Christian name upon her card, or retain that of her
husband. In New York society, etiquette allows each lady to decide this matter for herself,
although in London it is not permissable for a lady to use other than her own Christian name.
No lady ever suggests by her card her husband’s occupation, his civil or ecclesiastical rank or
military position. If both names are engraved upon the same card, the following is the proper
form:

Gen, and Mrs. Dash,
Rev. and Mrs. Dash,
but never

Mprs, Gen, Dash,

A lady may be mentioned as Mrs. Judge Dash, but she herself never assumes her
husband’s title. The custom of turning down the corners of cards is dying out. A plain card
not turned down is the accepted style for every purpose, but for the benefit of very young
ladies, who think it one of the pleasures of life to pinch down the corners of a card, the fol-
lowing rules may be of value : The right-hand comer turned down denotes a call in person.
The left-hand lower corner, similarly mutilated, congratulation. The left-hand lower corner,
condolence.

Letters of introduction are not now so frequently used as formerly, the acquaintance to be
formed between strangers being arranged by card. The person introducing writes upon the
upper half at the left-hand corner of his or her own visiting card :

Introducing
Mprs. Carlos Dash,

This card, with that of the lady introduced, is enclosed in an envelope, and either sent by
post or messenger. The lady receiving the two cards must call in person, or if this be impos-
sible some member of her family must call, or a letter be sent to explain the omission. A card
of introduction requires especial and immediate attention. When a lady announces upon her
card that she is at home upon a certain day in the week to receive her friends, it is more con-
siderate on their part to call upon that day than at other times. Among intimate friends this
strict regard is not paid to times and seasons ; it would indeed be distressing if informal calls
were not allowable, if one could not run in of a morning in plain walking costume and in-
dulge in a little gossip, if it be not “ of unkind intent.”

Formal calls are made by ladies between three and five o’clock in the afternoon, half-past
two and six being the earliest and latest allowable hours. The lady calling does not give her
visiting card to the servant if the mistress of the house is at home. On leaving the house she
leaves two of her husband’s cards on the hall table, one card for the master and one for the
mistress of the house. Having seen the lady she would not leave one of her own cards. If
the person called upon is not at home, three cards are left; one of her own and two of her
husband’s, unless their names are engraved on one card, in which case only one of the gentle-
man’s is left. A lady leaves a card for a lady only, while a gentleman leaves for both the lady



and gentleman. Cards are left for the daughters of the family. If there are sons a lady would
not leave her card but her husband’s card or cards for them. If the lady and gentleman call
and the mistress is at home, the gentleman leaves a card for the master of the house ; but if
both are at home, no cards are left. Etiquette now graciously permits a card to answer the per-
pose of a call between persons moving in the same circle who wish to be on very ceremon-
ious terms.

A card must be returned by a card, a call by a call. After cards have been left once in the
season, they need not be left again, except after an entertainment, when the cards of all who
have been invited must be left the day after or within the week, upon both host and hostess,
and also for any one for whom the entertainment may have been given. It is almost more es-
sential to leave cards when obliged to refuse an invitation than after having enjoyed the
hospitality of friends. Provided an invitation is necessarily declined after having been ac-
cepted, cards are sent by messenger the same evening, followed by an explanatory note the
following day. Ladies do not stay at home after an entertainment to receive calls unless they
have issued cards for a day. The best plan is for a lady to include with her invitation a card
informing her friends when she will be at home to receive them

If a young lady calls unaccompanied by her mother, she leaves her mother’s card, on
which her own name is also engraved, and draws a pencil through her mother’s name. When
a son has entered society, his mother leaves his card with her husband’s and her own, which
is an intimation that it is expected he will be included in future invitations, and after one in-
vitation has been received from a lady by the young man, he can then undertake the manage-
ment of his own social affairs, by making his party calls and leaving cards. It is correct for
strangers in town to send cards by post to those friends whom they wish to acquaint with
their presence in town. This rule, however, hardly applies to a country village, where a lady,
in common with the entire community, knows when a friend has arrived and hastens to call.
When a lady changes her residence, she must leave her card upon those to whom she is in-
debted for a visit ; to other friends she may send her card by post. When leaving town for the
summer, or for a trip abroad, cards with P. P. C. written in one corner are sent by post or
messenger.

Upon again returning to town, cards are sent out with or without an “ At home” day upon
them. To leave a card at the house of a friend, after a private wedding or the formal an-
nouncement of an engagement, is a recognition of the felicitous event, but it is not strictly de-
manded of etiquette. After a death in the family of a friend, it is becoming more and more the
custom to leave cards at the door as an expression of sympathy. Only an intimate friendship
allows one to send a note of condolence. This card requires no acknowledgment. Cards of in-
vitation and reply may go by post, but those of congratulation or condolence must be left in
person or sent by special messenger, as a more definite recognition of the grave event. This
act is one of gentle kindliness and demands no acknowledgment whatever. It is compelled by
too delicate a sentiment for the sympathizer to desire a reply.

It is a gracious courtesy to send cards of inquiry to acquaintances during their illness. On
the visiting card above the printed name is written ““ 7o inquire.” This little civility is
acknowledged by a card with ““ Return thanks for kind inquiries,” also written above the
printed name. When persons who have been in mourning, again feel equal to receiving
visitors, they leave their cards on their friends, as an intimation that they are prepared to
receive and make calls. Cards returning thanks must be sent to all who have called or sent
cards of inquiry.



If a gentleman is invited by a lady to call, he is bound to do so in person and soon, and
after an invitation, he must call or leave his card. If he scorn this formality, he must not be
astonished if society henceforth regards him as a savage, and treats him accordingly. If in-
vited by a recent acquaintance, cards for both host and hostess must be left the day following
the entertainment. If invited by a friend, cards may be left within the week, but the earlier the
cards are left the better. If a bachelor acquaintance gives an entertainment, the same rule ap-
plies as to card leaving.

A gentleman may not leave a card for a young lady to whom he has been introduced, un-
less her mother or chaperon invites him to do so. For a gentleman to ask if he may have the
pleasure of calling, shows that he is ignorant of the best social usages. A gentleman never
makes a formal call without asking to see all the members of the family. He sends in or leaves
his card for each individual.

If he is calling upon a young lady who is a guests of those with whom he has no acquain-
tance, he must ask to see her hostess at the same time and also send her his card. This hostess
of his friend may decline interrupting his call with her presence, but it is considered hospit-
able for her to enter the room before his visit terminates, to assure him that her guest’s friends
are welcome at her house. If a gentleman is able to command leisure, he calls at the strictly
conventional time, between three and five o’clock ; but if he cannot command the hours of
the day, he calls between half-past eight and nine o’clock in the evening. When making even-
ing calls, gentlemen should appear in full dress.

A gentleman does not turn down the corners of his card, indeed that fashion has become
almost obsolete, except perhaps when a lady wishes it distinctly understood that she has
called in person. The plainer the card the better.

If a gentleman receives an invitation to dinner or to a ball from a stranger, he is bound to
send an immediate answer, call the very next day, leave his card, and then to call after the
entertainment.

A lady should not take a gentleman’s hat and coat when he calls ; he must take care of
them himself.

If a lady is not sure that she is known by nanje to her hostess, she should not fail to pro-
nounce her own name.

A young lady should introduce herself as “ Miss Brown,” never without the “ Miss.”

Nothing is more vulgar than that a caller should ask the servant where her mistress is,
when she went out, when she will be in, how soon she will be down, etc. All that a well-
trained servand should say to such questions is :

“ I do not know, madam.”

Regarding the length of a call it is better to stay too short than too long a time in a friend’s,
house. There are some guests who never know when the proper moment has arrived for them
to take their departure.

This evident inability to get away, when a visitor has made a sufficiently long call makes
the hostess, as well as the guest, very uncomfortable. To many callers, the thought that they
must, in ten minutes time or so, rise up and take their leave is a dreadful bugbear. The thought



that he must soon leave weighs down his conversation ; he cannot venture upon any wider
subject than the weather, for fear of missing an opportunity to depart, and his uneasiness
communicates itself to his hostess who does all in her power to give him the occasion he re-
quires. But when the time comes that the visit may be naturally concluded he cannot make up
his mind to go ; he feels as if something had been unsatisfactory, and he dashes recklessly
into a fresh subject in the hope of leaving a better impression.

Such visits are misery to both parties. The most equably-minded hostess may well lose her
self-possession as she sees the ill-concealed anxiety of her vis-a-vis, the longing looks toward
the door, the wavering attention and random answers. Perhaps in such an emergency it would
be a real act of kindness to seize the hesitating guest by the hand and say warmly ““ Well,
good-by, I am very sorry you must go,” etc., etc., meanwhile piloting the guest toward the
door and leaving him very little else to do but to go put of it. If the old quotation, “ Welcome
the coming, speed the parting guest,” were more literally acted upon, there would be much
less difficulty about and dislike of paying calls.

STRANGERS AND NEW-COMERS.

“ Ought We to Visit Her ?”” Was the title of one of Mrs. Edwards’ best novels ; but this
question was put by the county in reference to the antecedents of the heroine ; and the same
doubtful query is sometimes expressed with regard to the actual social position of ladies who
have no pretensions to be considered heroines, and whose husbands bear little resemblance to
heroes.

The question of knowing and not knowing people, of calling and not calling on them, in
reality refers only to country society.

Any one acquainted with country society does not require to be told that the question,
“ ought we to call,” is one that is very easily set at rest, and is by no means the bugbear or
nightmare that some suppose it to be, neither are the new residents in a town victims of
despair and melancholy, through not being called upon.

There are, as every one is aware, two distinct classes of new-comers in a neighborhood,
and this makes all the difference as regards the treatment they receive at the hands of the
inhabitants, and if their feelings render it.

Let us take for instance, those who merely rent a place in the country for the summer
months. It may be that these temporary sojourners in the land desire to enter society or it may
be that they are quite satisfied with the society of the friends invited by them to enjoy a little
country air, and who arrive in constant succession during their term of occupation.

These families who come into the country, for the brief period before mentioned, may
leave it knowing as little of the inhabitants as on their first arrival. On the other hand, they
sometimes make several acquaintances in the immediate neighborhood.

It is a mistake to suppose that the people of a town hold aloof from new-comers on ac-
count of pride, prejudice, hauteur, arrogance and every other quality expressive of aristocratic
exclusiveness ; on the contrary, the ideas conveyed by these expressions have often very little
to do with the matter. There is a fear that their visits may be taken as an intrusion, and a call
would be as unwelcome to one, as embarrassing to the other.



To turn from summer neighbors, as they may be termed, to new residents, the aspects of
affairs in this latter case, bears a different complexion. A new resident either takes a place for
a term of years or better still, buys one, in either case, his advent is interesting. He may prove
a very pleasant neighbor or the reverse. This is a matter worth investigation.

In some towns, the event is of more importance than in others ; it of course depends on the
strength of the neighborhood. If it is a good one, one neighbor, more or less, is of little mo-
ment, but if it is a poor one, the advent of a new neighbor gives rise to pleasant speculations
among the ladies, and they call as a matter of course, the calls are returned, and the family of
the new neighbor is in due time initiated into the society of the place.

This is taken for granted, that the new neighbor is neither too old nor too great an invalid
to care for society. Should she be either of these, the fact becomes known, and the calling is
consequently the reverse of brisk, for fear of intrusion on the quiet and privacy often pre-
ferred.

In these days, people who have any social qualities to recommend them, apart from their
wealth or perhaps joined with it, usually makes their way, sooner or later, in some cases, it is
later, rather than sooner, but it generally follows that those who have stood aloof longest, suc-
cumb at last to the general verdict in their favor, and when the contrary is the case, and the
residents continue to hold aloof, it may be safely surmised that the residents are right after all.

The first call must be returned within three or four days. If the new-comers do not wish to
form an acquaintance, they would return the calls by leaving cards only. If the resident does
not care to continue the acquaintance, after the first meeting, it will be discontinued by not
leaving cards, or by not calling again. If strangers who have come to reside with us, or even
to visit our locality, bear credentials of respectability, courteous and hospitable residents
should call on them, after sufficient time has elapsed for the recently arrived to have adjusted
themselves to their new positions.

No introduction is necessary in such a case. A lady calls between three and five o clock,
and if she finds the strangers disengaged, a brief and cordial interview ends the first visit.
This, as has been said, must be returned within three or four days, or a week at the longest, or
a note of apology and explanation for the omission is sent, and the return visit is then paid
later on.

A gentleman should not make a first call upon the ladies of the family of a new-comer
without an introduction or an invitation. A lady friend, or kinswoman may leave his card, and
she may receive an invitation, verbal or written, to make the new acquaintance. Under such
circumstances, the usual formality of introduction may be made by his second visiting card,
which he will send in to announce himself at the time of his call, provided he pays his res-
pects to the new household unaccompanied by a common friend. The sending of his card to
the strangers was an unmistakable request to make their acquaintance. If his visits be un-
desirable, the way is opened for an easy method of declining them. His card must not be
noticed. This refusal of friendliness is far less awkward and unpleasant for both parties, than
to ask permission verbally to become a visitor and be verbally rejected. Sometimes there are
unfortunate family complications or conditions which compel a refusal of gentleman’s
society, but which are explainable.

A stranger can make no overtures for acquaintanceship to older residents, but as fre-
quently happens in larger towns, two people may have desired each other’s society for a long



time, but the formalities of an introduction have been beyond easy reach. They meet at the
house of a friend, and conversation, either with or without presentation, often leads to a wish
for further intercourse. This desire is expressed, and a mutual interchange of kindly interest
and addresses takes place. The question then arrises, “ Who shall pay the first visit ?”” This
one of those matters which settle themselves. Mutual liking and sincere expressions of regard
prepare the way for either one to make the initiative call. If one lady be the younger by many
years, she should call first. This etiquette is based upon the supposition that the elder lady be-
longs to a larger circle of friends and has more pressing social duties than the younger one. If
the two are equal in age and position, the one whose reception day arrives earliest should re-
ceive the first call.

TRAVELING MANNERS.

It is well if young people before leaving home for a journey have been so carefully trained
as to be able to accept small annoyances in quiet, ladylike patience and good nature, and thus
by their conduct prove an excellent example to others. Selfishness too often governs travel-
ers. They have paid as much as any of the passengers to insure their comfort, and mean to
have all they can get. Others must look out for themselves. Hence the rush and hurry for
seats, unless when certain sections have been provided and paid for, is usually very annoy-
ing, and indicative of anything but good manners. “ Nothing is more shameful than a volun-
tary rudeness.” Neither age nor sex is respected, but those determined to have the first choice,
rush, crowd and push their way in, heedless of others’ inconvenience or suffering, and every
inch of available room, beyond their own appropriate seat, is filled with bags, bundles, etc.,
decidedly disagreeable and embarassing to others who need the room. This is a situation that
stretches good nature and patience almost beyond endurance, and we have seen instances
where both have given place to sharp words and evident vexation. A few moments gentle en-
durance will soon bring order out of the confusion, and respect from those who have rudely
forgotten their manners. If a gentleman, a father, brother or husband is the protector in this
journey, and for a moment is engaged in caring for baggage, or buying tickets, it will be but
short waiting—or the conductor will soon provide a seat. Only don’t lose your temper. In five
minutes it will all pass and be forgotten.

Many things will annoy one who leaves a neat, well-appointed home to live for weeks in
cars, boats, or hotels. The food may not be at all relishable, the rooms ill-aired and dusty, the
beds not all one’s fancy paints them. All these evils should be well considered before one
leaves home, and weighed against the pleasures anticipated. If the discomforts overbalance
the pleasures, stay at home. If not, accept all infelicities and all pleasures with a cheerful,
contented spirit.

Now let us see what good common sense would provide for a long journey. Of necessity
a durable traveling dress is needed, of fabric and color that will not be injured by any
weather. Let it be neat and just as rich and stylish as one’s circumstances will warrant. Of
course, the style, material and color will depend on the taste of the wearer largely, but in our
judgment nothing is so thoroughly satisfactory as a good black silk without an abundance of
trimming. It come out of rain, snow, mud or dust, if carefully shaken and brushed * amaist as
gude as new.” It will bear almost any amount of repairing and altering if taken in season,
when “ a stitch in time saves nine ;” and yet the wearer will look well dressed, because a
black silk seldom loses color or shows the many rips and tears that one is liable to encounter
when traveling, and therefore the wearer escapes much thoughtless criticism, indeed, may
secure compliments on her neat and rich attire that will furnish amusement for many a day.



What other dresses are indispensable ? We are firm in the belief that the smallest quantity
of clothes that will give a lady a neat, respectable and comfortable appearance on a journey is
indicative of the best taste and soundest judgment, and therefore think two dresses suitable
for a reception, or when an invited guest on the journey, are quite sufficient, the material of
velvet, silk or worsted, as best suits the circumstances of the wearer. But, as on a long jour-
ney, one is liable to pass into the extremes of cold and heat in different climates, the dress
should be suitable for such changes, one of a warm, thick fabric, the other appropriate for the
heat of summer.

For underwear four (five at the most) changes are amply sufficient, since everywhere one
meets such facilities for having washing and ironing done in a short day’s notice.

When traveling no one can expect to have their clothes satisfactorily laundried, but that is
one of the trials that mingle with the pleasures of traveling, but complaining and fault-finding

will not remedy it.

Two pairs of boots, one pair of slippers and rubbers are sufficient, with a good supply of
cuffs, collars and handkerchiefs. An outside wrap, nicer than these used on the road, for
church, or a visit, is desirable, and young people would break their hearts if they could not
also take a ““ best” hat for those occasions.

Such shawls or wraps as will be needed in the changes of climate, through which the
tourist intends to pass, are quite necessary. These articles, together with the rubbers, should
be compactly rolled, put into a case or wrapper, and securely fastened up with a shawl-strap,
and across this bundle the umbrella will be bound under the strap.

A leather satchel, the lightest that can be obtained, is necesary to hold comb,, brush, tooth
and finger brushes, a soap-box with good soap, a small metal or leather box of matches, some
extra pocket-handkerchiefs, and a collar or two and cuffs can be folded so as to occupy little
space ; a small box containing pins, needles, thread, sewing silk of such colors as will be
most likely to be wanted, a few buttons, a small piece of tape, and a pair of scissors, will be
needed, because when the journey is for a few days in steamboat or sleeping-cars it will be
difficult to get access to the trunk.
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