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Simply put, biodiversity describes the variety of life on earth, and the ways in which living things 
interact with each other and the world around them. This includes people, animals, plants, microbes 

and their habitats. 
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‘People and Nature’ is the theme of the Galway County Biodiversity Project. The project is an action of 
the Galway County Heritage Plan and is a joint initiative between Galway County Council and NUI 
Galway, with the support of Galway Rural Development, the Galway County Heritage Forum and the 
Heritage Council. 

The aim of the project is to promote the remarkable diversity of nature in Galway County, and to 
provide advice to community groups, individual land-owners and the County Council. We have recently 
completed a Biodiversity Action Plan for the County, which outlines our main priorities for the next five 
years.

-W�+EP[E]�MQTSVXERX�JSV�REXYVI#

Galway County is one of the hotspots of biodiversity in Europe, as our unique combination of 
environmental conditions gives rise to a huge diversity of habitats and wildlife, many of which are rare 
in Ireland and Europe. For example, the turloughs of Galway and Clare are found nowhere else in 
Europe, and Ireland acts as a refuge for more than 50% of the remaining raised bogs in the EU. We are 
privileged to live in one of the most interesting environments in the world!
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More than one third of all Irish mammal species are bats, and they are some of the most widespread 
and easy to find, if you know how to look! In association with the Galway Bat Group, we hope to shed 
some light on these nocturnal animals, locating them with hand-held bat detectors. Different parts of 
the county will contain different bat species, so do try to make it along to more than one of the events! 
Designed for people with no previous experience with bats, our monthly walks promise to be an 
exciting evening out for people of all ages!

Bat detectors will also be available to borrow for anyone that would like to do a little bat survey of 
their own garden or a local park or river!
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Every year the People and Nature project organises a number of school and community projects, as well 
as a program of nature activities and courses. All events are free of charge and open to everyone. We 
welcome suggestions for other projects or activities from schools, local groups and individuals, so if you 
have any ideas please let us know!

If you have any queries about any aspect of the People and Nature Project, please contact the Acting 
Project Manager:

Nick Marchant, Applied Ecology Unit, Dept. of Microbiology, NUI, Galway

Tel: ���������������� Email�IPEMRI�SVMSVHER$RYMKEP[E]�MI
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