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Ms. Mary Wallace TD, Minister of State at the Department of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food, with responsibility for Forestry, today welcomed the
publication of the joint COFORD/EPA report on Biodiversity in Irish
Plantation Forests.

This report summarises the work and recommendations resulting from the
BIOFOREST project, one of the largest ever undertakings on biodiversity research
conducted in the state. Funded under the National Development Plan 2000-2006,
the project involved over twenty researchers based in Trinity College Dublin,
University College Cork and Coillte.

Commenting on the report Minister of State Wallace stated: "/ very much welcome
this first comprehensive report on forest biodiversity in Ireland. It contains much
needed background information on current levels of plant and animal biodiversity in
our plantation forests."

The research has shown that plantation forests can make a positive contribution to
biodiversity, using the recommendations set out in the report.

The Minister of State added: "/ have no doubt that the report will underpin the ability
of current and planned forests to contribute to biodiversity needs."

The Minister thanked COFORD, the EPA and all those involved in the publication of
this report and complimented them on the relevance and timeliness of the report as

she expressed that view that "it makes a significant contribution to our knowledge of
biodiversity in Irish forests and the planted forest in particular"”.

Minister of State Wallace also took the opportunity of the launch of this report to
remind all farmers that this is the time to apply for approval to plant forestry and to
consider including forestry in REPS 4 plans due to the huge financial rewards
involved.

BIOFOREST Project ~ 2001-2006
http://bioforest.ucc.ie/pages/Outputs.htm

The National Forest Biodiversity Plan
www.agriculture.gov.ie/forestry/files/biodiv.doc

National Biodiversity Awareness Campaign
www.agriculture.gov.ie/ag_env/Biodiversity.doc

The BIOFOREST Project
http://coe.epa.ie/safer/iso19115/displaylSO19115.isp?isolD=13

Biodiversity in Irish forests
http://www.irishscientist.ie/2004/contents.asp?contentxml=04isp4 3.xml&contentxsl=i
s04pages.xsl




Biodiversity in Irish forests
http://www.coford.ie/iopen24/pub/defaultarticle.php?cArticlePath=196 265 225

Harvesting and Processing Forest Biomass for Energy Production in

Ireland
http://www.coford.ie/iopen24/pub/pub/fe06finalreport.pdf

Biodiversity
http://www.coford.ie/iopen24/pub/defaultarticle.php?cArticlePath=129 198 303

Bithéagsulacht na bhforaoisi plandala in Eirinn
http://www.coford.ie/iopen24/pub/defaultarticle.php?cArticlePath=196_265_225 339

Recommendations
http://www.coford.ie/iopen24/pub/defaultarticle.php?cArticlePath=129 198 303 315

PLANFORBIO
http://www.coford.ie/iopen24/pub/defaultarticle.php?cArticlePath=196_421_ 426 394

FORESTBIO
http://www.coford.ie/iopen24/pub/defaultarticle.php?cArticlePath=196 421 426 437

REPS 4
http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/index.jsp?file=schemes/REPS4/reps4.xml

Action Plan for biodiversity
http://europa.eu/scadplus/leg/en/lvb/[28176.htm

Bern Convention
http://europa.eu/scadplus/leg/en/lvb/[28050.htm

The Rio de Janeiro Convention on biological diversity
http://europa.eu/scadplus/leg/en/lvb/I28102.htm

European Union forest action plan
http://europa.eu/scadplus/leg/en/lvb/I24277 .htm

The EU forestry strategy
http://europa.eu/scadplus/leg/en/lvb/160040.htm

Forests and development: the EC approach
http://europa.eu/scadplus/leg/en/lvb/I28105.htm

Forest Focus
http://europa.eu/scadplus/leg/en/lvb/[28125.htm




