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·  direct damage, such as peat cutting, drainage and infilling, building and road
   making, reclamation of wetlands such as bogs and fens; removal of sand and
   gravel
·  overgrazing and undergrazing
·  pollution of waters by nutrients or silt
·  unsustainable harvesting
·  invasive alien species
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�������“The habitats and species examined were 
protected by the EU because they are threatened in the EU, therefore unfavourable 
ratings at this early stage of the implementation of the Directive is to be expected. 
Furthermore, the EU criteria set a high standard to achieve a ranking of “good”, and 
minor disimprovements can yield a result of “inadequate”.

�
���
���������:�“This report sets us many tough challenges. The critical issue in the 
next 5 years and beyond is to maintain and restore habitats (particularly in Special 
Areas of Conservation) and monitor and report on changes achieved. This will require 
careful prioritisation, planning and execution, and full engagement with landowners, 
farmers, other government Departments, local authorities, and other stakeholders.

“The Programme for Government 2007-2012 includes a commitment to strengthen 
Ireland’s implementation of the Habitats Directive. I have significantly increased funding 
to the National Parks and Wildlife Service in 2008. However measures will also be 
needed across a wide range of policy areas, including planning and infrastructure 
investment. These measures are already being pursued as a priority by myself and the 
Department of the Environment.”

“Record levels of investment in water and waste water infrastructure, a key measure for 
the protection of many of our vulnerable habitats, is also continuing. I will continue to 
work to strengthen the resources of NPWS and to achieve progress in the conservation of 
Ireland’s biodiversity.”
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