The Tribes and Customs
of
Hy-Many,
Commonly Called,

O’Kelly’s Country,

Now First Published
From the book of Lecan, a Manuscript in the Library of the Royal Irish Academy ;

By John O’Donovan.
DUBLIN:
FOR THE IRISH ARCHAOLOGICAL SOCIETY.

MDCCCXLIII.

Introductory Remarks.

THE following account of the families and customs of Hy-Many is printed from the Book of
Lecan, fol. 90 to 92, exactly as it stands in the original, excepting only that the contractions
are not retained, and such grammatical marks are introduced as were deemed necessary to
render the language intelligible to an Irish scholar not familiar with MS. abbreviations. The
Book of Lecan was compiled from various other MSS. for Gilla Iosa More Mac Firbis, chief
historian of the O’Dowds of Tireragh, in the county of Sligo, about the year 1418 ; but the
work has been already so well described by O’Reilly, in his Irish Writers (vol. i. of the Trans-
actions of the Iberno-Celtic Society), that it is not necessary to give any detailed description
of it in this place.

Whether the tract on the customs of Hy-Many was originally composed at the period of the
compilation of the Book of Lecan, or transcribed from an older MS., we are not at present
able to decide satisfactorily, as no other copy of it has been discovered, but it is highly prob-
able that it was transcribed, and perhaps abridged, from some MS. belonging to the territory
of Hy-Many. The Book of Hy-Many, supposed to contain various tracts relating to the ter-
ritory, is still in existence, and is believed to be in the possession of a private collector in
England ; it is, however, inaccessible to the Editor, who therefore unable to say, whether the
tract, now for the first time printed, is to be found in that MS. or not ; but if we may judge
from the account of its contents published by O’Reilly (ubi supra, p. 122), we should be led
to conclude that the book of Hy-Many does not contain this tract, and hence it may fairly be
doubted whether a second copy of it is now extant. The Rev. Patrick Mac Loughlin, in his
abstract of the Book of Lecan, states, that this is the most curious tract in that volume.

As none of our writers has yet described the boundaries of the famous territory of Hy-
Many, or given any detailed account of its history, it will be necessary here to point out its
limits, and to give a brief outline of the principal historical events with which it is connected.



Denis H. Kelly, Esq. of Castle Kelly, has kindly sent the Editor the following account of the
extent of Hy-Many, which is worth preserving, though far from being perfect :

“ Between the reigns of Colla Uais, 130th monarch of Ireland, A.D. 327, and that of Coelbad,
132nd monarch, A. D. 357, Maine the Great, the son of Imchad, and grandson of Donald, who was
the son of Achy Ferdaghiall, obtained Imania in the south of Connaught and county of Galway,
which his posterity greatly enlarged and extended beyond the river Suck to the Shannon, through
the county of Roscommon. This territory of Imania was variously called Hymanny, Imanny,
Ithmania, Mainech, Ivemaine, Hymaine, Omaine, Omanny, or Uimaine, and appears from various
authorities to have consisted of the southern part of what is now called the county of Roscommon,
and the northern part of the county of Galway. What its exact extent was cannot now be positively
ascertained ; but from the various family estates at present belonging, and those which are well
known formerly to have belonged, to persons of the name of Kelly or O’Kelly, in that particular part
of the kingdom, as well as from the different old castles which popular tradition and historical
records point out as having been built by, or in the possession of the O’Kellys, there is good reason
to suppose that it extended over the barony of Athlone, in the county of Roscommon, and the baron-
ies of Ballymoe, Tiaquin, Killian, and Kilconnell, in the county of Galway ; and this conjecture is
strengthened by an old pedigree in the possession of the Rev. A. Kelly, of Castle Kelly, the present
head of the name, compiled by that learned antiquarian, Charles O’Conor, Esq., of Belanagare,
which, in its account of the family, between the years 1393 and 1423, mentions the barony of
Tiaquin, as the appanage of one younger son ; the barony of Kilconnell, as that of another ; the
barony of Athlone, as that of a third ; and the lands of Rahera, as that of a fourth, and which styles
the eldest son by the second wife as Teige More of Cruffon, a name by which the peasantry still
designate a large district in the county of Galway, long celebrated for its coarse linen manufacture,
containing the barony of Killian and a large part of Ballymoe.

“ Among the castles built by the O’Kellys, and which are all situated in this district, are those of
Moate, near Roscommon ; Galy, on the borders of the Shannon, near Knockcroghery ; Athleague,
Corbeg, and Skryne, in the county Roscommon, and Garbally, Aughrim, Monivea, Gallagh,
Mullaghmore, Moylough,” and Aghrane, now Castle Kelly, in the county of Galway. The Abbey of
Kilconnell was also reconstructed by William O’Kelly, and Knockmoy, Clonmacnoise, and Clon-
tuskert, experienced the liberality of the chiefs of Hy-maine. Sir Richard Cox, in his explanatory
index to his History of Ireland, has the word ‘ Imanya ;’ to which is added as explanation,

“ O’Kelly’s country, in the counties of Galway and Roscommon ; the O’Kellys were kings of this
country.” In Ware’s Antiquities, Hymaine is mentioned as ° a territory in the county of Galway,
bordering on the county of Roscommon, and at times extended by conquest into it, usually called
Mainech, the O’Daly’s country and the O’Kellys.’ In the Pacata Hibernia, we find * that the
parliament army retreating from Munster, passed vaguely through the county of Galway, until they
came to the Kellys’ country, where they were fought withal by Sir Thomas Burke, the Earl of Clan-
ricarde’s brother and Sir Thomas Malby, who were more in number than the rebels ;” and Camden,
in his Brittannia, treating of the county of Roscommon, mentions : © More southward lies Athlone,
the barony of the O’Kellys.” From these authorities the above conjecture assumes considerable
probability, and Hymaine appears entitled to a respectable situation among the petty sovereignties
of Ireland.

“ Hy-Maine signifies Maine’s territory ; Hy or I being the plural of Ua or O, a grandson, and is
frequently prefixed to the name of any remarkable progenitor of a family, as well to particularize
the family as the lands they possess. In a note to the word O’Kelly, in the Memoirs of Charles
O’Conor, Esq., of Belanagare, are the following words : ¢ Antiquissima hac familia originem ducit
ab Imchado Regulo Iathmainig, cujus posteri ab ipsius pronepote Maino magno assumpserunt
nomen lathmainiz seu Hymainy, quod praedia Mainiz significat, atque ab eo descendentes usque ad
Thaddaum deTailtionn, cujus tempore Angli invaserunt Hiberniam, [athmainiee Reguli nuncupati
sunt, et multa habuerunt privilegia a regibus Connaciz. Possidebant tertiam partem omnium
predarum et naufragiorum, necnon fodinarum auri et argenti et mettallorum, pluraque alia que in
antiquis Chronicis nominantur.” O’Halloran, in his Introduction to the History and Antiquities of
Ireland, says, ¢ the M’Dermotts were hereditary marshalls to the kings of Connaught, and the
O’Kellys hereditary treasurers ;” and in the commencement of the pedigree now in the possession of



the Rev. A. Kelly, compiled by Charles O’Conor, Esq. of Belanagare, it is stated : © The illustrious
family of Hymanny, who, since the reception of surnames in the eleventh century, took the name of
O’Kelly, had a territory in Connaught of about 200 square miles, extending through the county of
Galway, and the southern part of Roscommon, as far as the river Shannon.” ”

But fortunately we are not left to guess at the extent of this ancient territory, for its exact
boundaries are given in a vellum MS. preserved in the Library of Trinity College, Dublin (H.
3. 18. p. 412). And as this short but important document appears to have been unknown to all
our writers, and has never been published, I shall transcribe it, word for word as it stands in
the original, dispensing with the contractions as usual. It will show that Hy-Many originally
extended from Clontuskert, near Lanesborough, in the county of Roscommon, south-wards,
to the boundary of Thomond or the county of Clare, and from Athlone, westwards, to Seefin
and Athenry, in the present county of Galway.

Boundaries of Hy-Many.

It contains seven cantreds, seven tuathas, seven townlands, seven half townlands. /zs
boundary extends from Cluain tuaiscert(a) na Sinna to Aireanach(b) ; from Aireanach to Rinn
Duin(c) ; from Rinn Duin to Rinn Cleathchair(d) ; from Rinn Cleathchair to Ath-Luainge) ;
from Ath Luain to Snamh da en(y) ; from Snamh da en to Ath Crocha(g) ; from Ath Crocha to
Lusmagh(#) ; from Lusmagh to Deirgdeirc(i) ; from Deirgdeirc to Grian(j) ; from Grian to
Suidhe Finn ; from Suidhe Suidhe Finng) to Ath na riogh(/) ; from Ath na riogh to Umnaigh
(m) ; from Umnaigh to Ath an saluin() ; from Ath an saluin to Tir Mhic Trena(o) ; from thence
to Escir Alaing(p) ; from thence to Ath Mogha(g) ; from thence to Sidh Neannta(r) ; and thence
to the Shannon again.”

(a) Cluain tuaiscert, now Clontuskert Abbey, near Lanesborough, in the county of Roscommon. In
more recent times this was a part of Cinel Dobhtha, or O’Hanly’s country.

(b) Aireanach, now Erinagh, near Clontuskert.
(c) Rinn Duin, now St. John’s, or Randown on the Shannon, barony of Athlone.

(d) Rinn Cleathchair was the ancient name of a very remarkable point of land running into Lough
Ree, in the parish of Kiltoon, barony of Athlone, and county Roscommon. It is now popularly
called Yew Point.

(e) Ath Luain, now Anglicised Athlone, a well known town on the Shannon.

() Snamh da en, called in the Book of Armagh, vadum duorum avium, was the ancient name of that
part of the Shannon lying between Clonmacnoise, in the King’s county, and Clonburren, in the
county of Roscommon —See Buile Shuibhne, and MS. in Trinity College Library, H. 2. 1. 6.
p-871.

(g) Ath Crocha, which is mentioned in the Annals of the Four Masters, at the year 1547, as a ford on
the Shannon, was the ancient name of a ford on that river at the place now called Shannon
Harbour.

(h) Lusmagh is so called at this day, and is the name of a parish in the barony of Garrycastle and
King’s county, which, though lying on the east side of the Shannon, is still a part of the diocese of
Clonfert. It appears also from an inquisition taken at Galway, on the 11th of August, 1607, before
Sir Anthony St. Leger, Knight, Master of the Rolls, that this parish was then considered a part of
the county of Galway.

(i) Deirgdeirc, generally called Loch Deirgdheirc, in the best Irish authorities ; it is now called Lough
Derg, and sometimes Lough Dergart, and is a large and beautiful lake formed by an expansion of



the Shannon, between Portumna and Killaloe.

(J) Grian is the name of a river which rises on the confines of the counties of Clare and Galway, and
falls into Lough Greine, in the parish of Feakle, barony of Upper Tullagh, and county of Clare,
whence it issues, and flowing in a S. E. direction, passes through Lough O’Grady, and through the
village of Scarriff, and disembogues itself into an arm of Lough Derg, near the old church of
Moynoe.

(k) Suidhe Finn is the name of an old castle and ancient earthen mound in the parish of Killogilleen,
barony of Dunkellin, and county of Galway.

() Ath na, Riogh, 1. e. the ford of the kings, now Athenry, an ancient walled town in the county of
Galway, eleven miles east of the town of Galway.

(m) Umnaigh, now Uman, a townland in the parish of Killererin, in the barony of Clare, and near the
confines of the barony of Tiaquin.

(n) Ath an saluin, a ford on a stream in the parish of Killererin, near Tuam.
(o) Tir mhic Trena. This name is now forgotten.

(p) Eiscir Alaing, now Esker, an old church in the eastern portion of the parish of Tuam, which
belongs to the barony of Ballymoe.

(q) Ath Mogha, now always called Beal Atha Mogha in Irish, and Anglicised Ballymoe : it is the
name of a small village on the river Suck, giving name to the barony of Ballimoe, in the N. E. of
the county of Galway, adjoining the counties of Mayo and Roscommon.

(r) Sidh Neannta, now Fairymount, in the parish of Kilgefin, barony of South Ballintober and county
of Roscommon. This is a very ancient locality in ancient Irish history and romance.

The same boundaries are given in a short poem preserved in another vellum MS. in the
Library of Trinity College : but as this poem gives only one additional name, viz. Magh
Muaidh, which is the plain near Knockmoy Abbey, it is not inserted here, to avoid the un-
necessary repetition of what has been already given in prose.

The most conspicuous of the same boundaries are also mentioned in a MS. poem in the
same library, addressed to William, son of Donogh, who was son of Conor O’Kelly, on the
occasion of his having invited all the poets, minstrels, and other professors of art in Ireland,
to his house, in the year 1457. In this poem it is stated, that William, the son of Duvessa (his
mother), had got possession of the entire territory of Hy-Many, extending, according to its
well known boundaries, from Grian to Caraidh. That he recovered such parts of the principal-
ity of his ancestors as had been wrested from them by adventurers, and that he even took pos-
session of some portions of the territories of his neighbours ; that the three celebrated fords
called Ath na riogh¢s), Ath Luain(), and Ath-liag), were included in his principality, and that
his lands were bounded by the great lakes of Loch Righ, and Loch Dergdherc ; and also that
the great plain of Maonmhagh [Moinmoy], the ancient patrimony of the Clanna Moirne,
which had been in the occupation of strangers till William grew up, was again restored to the
Hy-Many, and divided among their septs.

(s) Ath na riogh, 1. e. ford of the kings, now Athenry.
(1) Ath Luain, i. e. the ford of Luan (a man’s name, formerly common in Ireland), now Athlone.

(u) Ath-liag, the ford of the stones, Beal atha liag, Ballyleague, or Lanesborough, a small village on
the Shannon, not Athleague, on the river Suck, as might be supposed.



It is also stated in a poem addressed to Eoghan O’Madden, chief of Sil Anmchadha, con-
tained in a fragment of the Book of Hy-Many, preserved in the Library of Trinity College (H.
2.7.p. 190), that Uaran, now Oran, in the county of Roscommon, Lusmagh in the now
King’s county, and even Lough Greine, now in the north of the county of Clare, were a part
of Hy-Many ; and it is stated in a second poem, preserved in the same MS., addressed to the
same chieftain, that Hy-Many extended from Grian to Caraidh, and included Dun Imghain,
now Dunamon, Inis Clothrann in Lough Ree, and Inis Cealltra in Lough Dergdherc.

To give any thing like the history of Hy-Many would far exceed the limits which the Editor
intends for this preface, and the reader must rest satisfied with a brief account of the first for-
mation of the principality by Maine Mor, the ancestor of all the Hy-Many, and a list of the
successive chiefs from Maine Mor, as they are given in a poem addressed to Eoghan
O’Madden, who died in 1347.

The most authentic and most circumstantial account of the first settlement of Maine Mor,
ancestor of all the Hy-Maine, and his people, in this territory, is preserved in the Life of St.
Grellan, the patron of this tribe, who nourished in the fifth century, a paper{1] copy of which
is preserved in the Library of the Royal Irish Academy. In this Life, it is stated, that this part
of the province of Connaught was in the possession of the Firbolgs in the time of St. Patrick
and St. Grellan, and that the latter was assigned a place called Achadh Fionnabhrach, by
Duach Gallach, king of Connaught, where the saint built a church before Maine Mor arrived
in Connaught. I shall present the reader with the whole account of the settlement of Maine
and his people in this district, as contained in this work. After giving a detailed account of the
baptism of Eoghan Sriabh, the son of Duach Gallach, king of Connaught, and of a miracle
performed by St. Grellan, the biographer proceeds as follows :

“ The place where this miracle was wrought, 1. e. Achadh Fionnabhrach by name, was
granted to St. Grellan, but it has been ever since called Craobh Greallain, 1. e. the branch of
Grellan, from the branch which king Duach and St. Patrick presented to St. Grellan, in
token of possession. And the king also ordered, that seven garments should be given from
every chieftain’s wife, as a tribute to the young cleric ; and when this tribute was ordained,
St. Grellan asked the guarantee of St. Patrick for the payment of it, which was agreed to.

“ After this St. Grellan proceeded to the upper third of that province, and continued to
traverse the country ; but his attention was not fixed on any place over which he had
passed, till he came to Magh Seincheineoil, of which Cian, who was of the Firbolgic race,
was king, who waited on the saint at the place where he was then staying, since called Cill
Cluaine[2].

“ It was at this period the race of Colla da Chrioch meditated to migrate from Oirghialla,
and they said : ©* Numerous are our heroes and great is our population, our tribe having
multiplied, and we cannot all find room in any one province without quarrelling among
ourselves, for nobles cannot well bear to be confined;’ and they also said : ‘ Let us see
which province of Banba is thinnest in population, and in which most Firbolgs remain ; and
let us narrow it on them. The province of of Connaught is in the possession of these
Attacots, excepting that they pay tribute to our relative, and let us attack it.” Those who
held this conversation were Maine Mor, from whom the hosts of Hy-many are named, and
Eochaidh Ferdaghiall, his father, who had the hostages of Ulidia and Oirghialla together.

“ These fine hosts suddenly and heroically proceeded in well arranged battalions, with
their flocks and herds, from Clochar Mac Daimhin[3] to Druim Clasach, which is called Tir-
Many, situated between Loch Ri[4] and the river Suca [Suck]. They plundered the country,



and despatched messengers to Cian, lord of the country, to Magh Seincheineoil, and they
told him that the descendants of Colla da Chrioch had come to demand tribute and territory
from him. And Cian was terrified by these sayings. He assembled his great forces, and their
number was thirty hundred, who bore shield and sword and helmet, as the rann states :

“ One man out of every fort is what went
forth with Cian
In Magh Seincheineoil, no falsehood,
ten hundred and thirty hundred shields.

“ And the length and breadth of the plain was from Dun na riogh to the river of Bairr-
chinn, and from Ath n-fasdoig to Ath dearg-duin, which is now called Ath an Chorrdhoire ;
and Cian delayed not on this occasion until he had reached the plain of Tir-Maine, and the
noblest tribes among the race of Colla came to meet them there ; and it was shown to St.
Grellan how the race of Colla Da Chrioch were in this peril ; and the saint came speedily to
protect them, and he repressed both parties, and checked their animosity, and ratified a
peace between them, and ordered that three times nine persons out of their nobility should
be given into the hands of Cian, as pledges to observe this peace. Amhalgaidh, the son of
Maine, was the noblest of these hostages, and he was delivered into the hands of Cian’s
lawgiver. And the wife of the lawgiver fell in love with him, which when the lawgiver had
observed, he was filled with jealousy, and hatred of the prisoner, on account of the wife ;
and he went to where Cian was, and induced him to kill the hostages without delay in one
night. On the day following, Cian and his forces had a conference at Magh Seimhni, on the
confines of Magh Seincheineoil, with Eochaidh and Maine, and a few of the chiefs of their
people ; and it was pretended that Cian had a feast prepared for them, but he had not but
treachery. This design was made known to St. Grellan, who was the guarantee between
them. At this time Eochaidh and Maine were at the foot of Bearnach na n-arm in
Maenmagh, now called Seisidh beag.

“ When St. Grellan had, from the door of his church, perceived these arms, and these
great hosts, he raised his two hands to God, being apprehensive that his guarantee would
be violated, and he obtained his request from God, for the great plain was softened and
made a quagmire under the feet of Cian and his people, so that they were swallowed into
the earth ; and the place received the name of Magh Liach, i. e. the plain of sorrow, from
the sorrow of the heroes, who were thus cut off by the holy cleric. Then Maine and his
people came to where St. Grellan was, and bowed down their heads to him, and he told
them how treachery had been designed for them, and how God and himself had saved them
from those treacherous people[5] . St. Grellan then said to them, ‘ take possession of this
territory, abominate treachery, and you shall have my blessing ; observe brotherly love, and
ordain my tribute and my own law for me from this day out for ever.” ¢ Pass thy own
award,” said Maine, ‘ in whatever is pleasing to thee.’
¢ IT'will,” said St. Grellan, and he repeated these brief verses following :

“ Great is my tribute on the race of Maine,
a screaball [scruple] out of every townland,
Their successes shall be bright and easy ;
it is not a tribute acquired without cause.
The first born of every family to me,
that are all baptized by me,
Their tribute paid to me is a severe tribute,
every firstling pig and firstling lamb.
To me belongs — may their cattle thence be the more numerous ;
—from the race of Maine, the firstling foal,



Let them convey their tributes to my church,
besides territory and land.
From Dal Druithne I am not entitled to tribute or other demands,
Their fame is much heard of ; the Muinntir Maeilfinnain, belong not to me.
Of all the Hy-Many, these excepted, the tributes and rents are mine,

Let them protect my church for its God. Their chief and his subjects are mine.
Their success and injunctions it was I that ordained, without defect.
While they remain obedient to my will, they shall be victorious in every battle.
Let the warlike chiefs observe the advice of my successor,

And among the Gaels north and south, their’s shall be the unerring director.
Frequent my sacred church which has protected each refugee,

Refuse not to pay your tribute to me, and you shall receive as I have promised.
My blessing on the agile race, the sons of Maine of chess-boards,

That race shall not be subdued, so as they carry my crozier.

Let the battle standard of the race be my
crozier of true value,

And battles will not overwhelm them, their
successes shall be very great.

“ Qreat,” &c.

It is also stated in a poem, addressed to the celebrated Eoghan O’Madden, chief of Sil-
Anmchadha, written previously to the year 1347, that his ancestors came from Clochar mac
n-Daimhin.

In a poem addressed to the same chieftain, a curious list of the chiefs of Hy-Many, of whom
seven were his ancestors, is given ; and though the list cannot be considered perfect, it is
nevertheless valuable, as preserving the names of several chiefs of this territory not to be
found in any other authority ; without it nothing like an accurate series of the early chiefs of
Hy-Many could now be given, as the Irish annals are imperfect.

1. Maine Mor, ancestor of all the Hy-Many, was chief of the territory for fifty years, after which he
died a natural death.

2. Bresal, son of Maine, thirty years, when he died a natural death, which the poem states was
surprising, as he had been much engaged in wars.

3. Fiachra Finn, the son of Bresal (No. 2), seventeen years, when he was treacherously slain by his
brother Maine Mall. Fiachra Finn is styled in the poem, “ a tower in conflict and battle.” He is the

ancestor of the O’Naghtens and O’Mullallys or Lallys.

4. Conall Cas-ciabhach, i. e. of the curled tresses, was prince of Hy-Maine, twenty-two years, when
he was slain. He was brother of Fiachra Finn.

5. Dalian, who was also a brother of Fiachra Finn, was prince of Hy-Maine for eleven years, when
he was mortally wounded and afterwards drowned.

6. Duach, the son of Dalian (No. 5), was prince of Hy-Many for sixteen years, when he was slain by
Maine Macamh. He is called in the poem “ a good man, and an impartial distributor of justice.”

7. Lughaidh, the son of Dalian, and brother of Duach, was prince or chief ruler of Hy-Many for
fourteen years, when he died a natural death.

8. Feradhach, the son of Lughaidh, was prince of Hy-Many for twenty-four years, when he was slain
by his successor.



10.

I1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

. Marcan was chief or prince of Hy-Maine for fifteen years, when he was slain by the sword as, the

poem states, he had deserved.

Cairbre Crom([6] , son of Feradhach, prince of Hy-Many nine years, when he was slain, by his suc-
cessor. He granted to St. Kieran seventeen townlands in Hy-Many.

Cairbre Mac Feachtaine, or Mac Feichine, the son of Feradhach (No. 8), was prince of Hy-Many
for twenty-six years, when he was slain by Crimthann, after the former had slain his own brother,
Cairbre Crom. He was father of Brenainn Dall, who died in the year 597, and of the celebrated
Aedh Guaire, the relative of St. Rodanus of Lorrah, who is mentioned in the account of the cursing
of Tara in the Annals of Clonmacnoise. He is the ancestor of the tribe called Cinel Fechin, who
were seated in the barony of Leitrim, in the south of the county of Galway.

Cormac, son of Cairbre Crom, was prince of Hy-Maine for twenty years, when he died a natural
death. This chieftain is called a saint, and the patron of Cill Cormaic.

Eoghan Finn, the son of Cormac, was prince of Hy-Many for nineteen years, when he died a
natural death. He is the ancestor of the Northern Hy-Maine or O’Kellys.

Eoghan Buac, the son of Cormac, and brother of Eoghan Finn, was prince of Hy-Many for nine-
teen years, when he also died a natural death. He is the ancestor of the Southern Hy-Many or
O’Maddens.

Fichellach, the son of Dicholla, who was son of Eoghan Finn (No. 13), was prince of Hy-Many
for twelve years, when he was slain by the army of Cobhthach, the son of Maelduin, who was son
of Donnghallach, who was son of Anmchadh, who was son of Eoghan Buac (No. 14, supra).

Cobhthach, son of Maelduin, was prince of Hy-Many for twenty years, when he was slain by
Finnachta, son of Oilill, son of Innrachtach, son of Fichellach, son of Dluthach, son of Dicholla,
son of Eoghan Finn.

Finnachta, son of Qilill, was prince of Hy-Maine for seventeen years, when he was treacherously
slain by the son of Cobhthach.

Aeiril, or Oilell, the son of Aedh Finn, son of Anmchadh, son of Eogan Buac, was prince of Hy-
Maine for fourteen years, when he fell in treachery by Ceallach, the ancestor after whom the
O’Ceallaighs, or O’Kellys, have taken their surname.

Cellach, son of Finnachta, who was son of Oilill, who was son of Innrachtach, who was son of
Fichellach, who was son of Dluthach, who was son of Dicholla, who was son of Eoghan Finn (No.
13, supra), was chief of Hy-Many for eighteen years when he was slain.

Diarmaid, the son of Aedh, was prince of Hy-Many for forty years, when he died a natural death.
He was one of the seven princes of Hy-Many who were of the O’Madden or Sil-Anmchadha line.

Tadhg, or Teige Mor O’Kelly, was prince of Hy-Many for thirteen years, when he fell in the
battle of Clontarf, fighting on the side of Brian Boru, monarch of Ireland, A. D. 1014.

Gadhra, lord of Sil Anmchadha, on the death of Teige Mor O’Kelly, became lord of all Hy-Many,
a dignity which he enjoyed for twelve years, when he died a natural death.

Gadhra, the twenty-second prince of Hy-Many, is the last mentioned in the poem from which
this list has been taken, and which was addressed to Eoghan O Madden, chief of Sil
Anmchadha and presumptive heir of Hy-Many, who died in the year 1347, according to the
Four Masters. After giving this list of the chieftains, the Bard goes on to carry the pedigree of



his patron, Eoghan O’Madden, from Gadhra, the last of the chiefs he enumerates, down to his
own time, as follows :

GADHRA, or GABA, was father of

MADUDAN (or MADDEN), who was father of
DIARMAID, who was father of

MADUDAN, who was father of

DIARMAID, who was father of

MADUDAN MOR, who was father of

CATHAL, who was father of

MURCHADH, of Magh Bealaigh, who was father of
EOGHAN O MADDEN, to whom the poem was addressed.

In another poem, preserved in the same manuscript, and addressed to the same Eoghan
O’Madden, the seven chieftains of his family, who became princes of all Hy-Many, are en-
umerated in the following order: /. Eoghan Buac, 2. Cobhthach, 3. Oilill, 4. Gadhra Mor, son
of Dunadhach, 5. Diarmaid, 6. Oilill, 7. Diarmaid ; and the Bard adds, that Eoghan
O’Madden himself was expected to be the eighth.

The other chiefs of Hy-Many will be given in the pedigree of O’Kelly, Note A, at the end of
this tract.

After the Burkes, or De Burghs, had established themselves in the county of Galway, the
limits of Hy-Many were very much circumscribed[7], the baronies of Leitrim, Loughrea, and
Athenry, which were originally a part of Hy-Many, being seized upon by the Burkes, and
made a part of their territory of Clanrickard ; and it is remarkable that in the year 1585,
O’Madden’s country was not considered a part of Hy-Many. (See Note B, at the end of this
tract.) In the reign of Elizabeth it consisted only of five baronies, as appears from a curious
document to be found among the “ Inrolments tempore Elizabetha,” in the Auditor General’s
Office, Dublin, dated 6th August, 1585. From this Document the Editor is tempted to present
the reader with the following extract, which throws a curious light on the state of Hy-Many in
the reign of Queen Elizabeth :

“ Agreement between the Irish chieftains and inhabitants of Imany, called the O’Kellie’s
country, on both sides of the river of Suck, in Connaught, and the Queen’s Majesty, viz.
Hugh O’Kelly of Lisecalhone[8] , otherwise called O’KELLY, Teige Mac William O’Kelly,
of Mullaghmore [9], and Connor Oge O’Kelly, of Killiane [10], competitors for the name of
Tanestshippe of O’KELLY ; Connor ne Garroghe O’Kelly, of Gallaghe [11], and Shane ne
Moye O’Kelly, of the Criaghe [12] , Generosus ; William O’Mannine, of Mynloghe [13],
otherwise called O’MANNINE ; Moriartagh O’Concannon, of Kiltullagh [14], otherwise
called O’CONCANNON ; Shane O’Naghten, of Moynure [15], otherwise called
O’NAGHTEN ; Edmond Mac Keoghe, of Owenagh [16], otherwise called MAC KEOGHE ;
Donoerh O’Murry, of Ballymurry [17], otherwise called O’MURRY ; Covaghe O’Fallone, of
the Milltowne [18], otherwise called O’FALLONE ; and Connor Mac Geraghte, otherwise
called MAC GERRAGHTE [19].

“ The territory of Imany, called O’Kelly’s country, is divided into five principal barron-
yes, that is to wytte, Athlone, Killconnell, Teaquine, Killyane, and Maycarnane , all which
contain 665" quarters of land, each at 120 acres.

“1It is agreed by all the forenamed parties that the captainshippe and tanistshippe of the
said country, heretofore used by the said O’Kellies, and all ellections and Irish customary
division of lands shall be utterly abolished and extinct for ever : that Hugh, otherwise called



O’KELLY, shall possess these four quarters of land, viz. Lisennoke, Ferranbreaghe, Lysdal-
len, and Moydowe, now in his possession, and which are situated in Eraght-O’Murry and
Mac Edmond’s country, in the barony of Athlone, with a chief rent out of various other
lands within the said country, which amount in the whole to £56 19s. 6d. during his natural
life, and after his death the said lands to be freed and discharged of the aforesaid rents.

“ That Teige Mac William O’Kelly shall have and possess the quarters of Mullaghmore,
Cornegallaghe, Carrownesire, and Carrowneboe. And Connor Oge O’Kelly shall have four
quarters in and about the town of Killiane, but upon this special condition, which they bind
themselves to, that they and their heirs shall henceforth behave themselves like good sub-
jects ; shall put no ym- position or chardge upon the inhabyters of the lands, and shall bring
uppe their children after the English fashions, and in the use of the Englishe tounge.”

The Editor cannot close these remarks without returning thanks to those friends who have
assisted him in editing and illustrating the present tract on Hy-Many. Among these he has the
honor of reckoning D. H. Kelly, of Castle Kelly, Esq., the representative of an ancient branch
of the O’Kellys of Hy-Many, who has kindly communicated many curious facts relating to
the history and topography of Hy-Many, and with whom the Editor spent some happy days in
examining the ancient localities of the territory ; also James Hardiman, Esq., the Author of
the History of Galway, whose knowledge of the Anglo-Norman records of Ireland is not ex-
ceeded, if equalled, by any one now living, and whose acquaintance with the history of
Ireland in general, and with that of his native province in particular, entitles him to a disting-
uished place among the historians of Ireland. The Editor also feels it his duty to acknowledge
the great obligations he owes to Dr. Todd, of Trinity College, not only for the facilities he has
afforded him in giving him access to the MSS. of the University Library, but also for many
valuable suggestions as to the mode of translating and elucidating the present tract. He is
further bound to record his obligations to Mr. Eugene Curry, whose acquaintance with the
contents of the Irish MSS. in the Library of Trinity College and elsewhere is not equalled by
any living scholar. And he has likewise to express his gratitude to Mr. Petrie, the most
distinguished antiquary in Ireland, from whom he first acquired whatever skill he possesses
in distinguishing history from fable ; and to Captain Larcom, of the Royal Engineers, under
whom the Editor has been employed for the last twelve years in examining the ancient and
modern topography of Ireland, and who has kindly afforded him many facilities in referring
to the published Ordnance Maps, for the modern topographical information contained in the
notes to the present tract.

J.O’D.

[1] No vellum copy of this life is now in Dublin, but a very ancient copy of it is quoted by Duald Mac
Firbis, in his Genealogical Book, in proof of the existence of the Firbolgs in the province of
Connaught, after the period of the introduction of Christianity ; and also by Gratianus Lucius in his
Cambrensis Eversus, in proof of the fact which he thinks it establishes, namely, that the ancient
Irish paid tithes.

[2] Cill Cluaine — St. Grellan afterwards erected a church here, which became a parish church. It is
now called in Irish by the same name, and correctly Anglicised Kilclooney. The ruins of the old
church of this name stand on a remarkable eiscir, or low ridge, not far to the north west of the
town of Ballinasloe, in the barony of Clonmacowen, in the east of the county of Galway.

[3] Clochar Mac Daimhin, now the town of Clogher in the county of Tyrone.

[4] Lock Ri, generally called Loch Ribh, now Loch Ree, a celebrated lake formed by an expansion of



the Shannon, between Athlone and Lanesborough. This description of Hy-Many is not correct, for
there is more of that territory to the west of the river Suck, than between that river and Lough Ree.
The MS. is here decidedly corrupt, for Druim Clasach, was never the name of the entire of Hy-
Many, it being applied to a remarkable ridge in that territory. The original text most probably
stood as follows : “ O Chlochar mac n-daimhin go hinad ris a n-abarthar druim Clarach i dTir
Maine, itir Loch Ri ocus Suca,” i.e. “ from Clochar Mac Daimhin, to a place called Druim
Clasach in Tir-Many, between Lough Ree and the Suck.” See Keating’s History of Ireland (reign
of Heremon), where Druim Clasach in Hy-Many is called one of the three most remarkable hills
in Ireland.

[5] Treacherous people. 1t is to be lamented that no Firbolgic writer survived to relate the true account
of this transaction, for every acute investigator of history will be apt to suspect that the treachery
was on the side of the conquerors, the Clann Colla. But who would have had the courage to write
this in the fourteenth century ?

[6] Cairbre Crom —According to the Registry of Clonmacnoise, as translated by Duald Mac Firbis
for Sir James Ware (MS. Brit. Mus.), this chief granted the following townlands to the Abbey of St.
Kieran :

“ Cairbre Crom, the son of Feriogach, mac Dallain, macBressal, mac Maine Mor, from whom the
land of Tirmaine took its name, bestowed unto St. Kyran 17 townlands, and three dunta, which
signifieth three houses, or else three hillocks or steep places of building, viz. Dunanoghta, 12
daies, Dun Beglaitt 12 daies, Dun meadhain 12 daies, and three townes in Sraigh Kiaran within
the Gruan from Belalobhar to Rath Cattin, and half a towneland in Gortacharn, and half a towne-
land in Tuaim Carrighe, a quarter in Crosconaill, and 24 daies in the Grainsy, and 24 daies in
Koyllbelatha, i. e. a quarter in them both, a quarter in Kill Tormoir, a quarter in Killorain, a quarter
in Killmonolog, the quarter of Kill Goirill, the quarter of Killuir Mor, and the quarter of Killuir
Beg, a quarter in Killupain ; the town and lands of Killithain, the town and lands of Killosaigelain ;
half a townland in Maoleach, half a towneland in Cluaincuill, a quarter in Killchuirin, and the
parsonage of the same, and the quarter of Dundomnaill in Maghfinn, and a quarter in Tuaim
Sruthra, a quarter in Disiort, the towne and lands of the Habart, a towneland in Tuaim Greiny, with
the emoluments spirituall and temporall ; a quarter in Killtuma, and the portion proportionable to
five ungaes or ounces of silver in Carnagh, that is, a quarter and a half in Cluain acha Leaga, viz.
in Acha Obhair, and the Creagga, and in Killiarainn and townlands of Ruan.”

[7] Circumscribed. 1t appears from an inquisition taken at Galway, on the 20th of March, 1608,
before Geffry Osbaldston, Esq. that “ Ulick Bourke, first Earl of Clanricarde, before his creation
by Henry VIII. was seized in fee, by descent from his ancestors, of the territory of Clanricarde,
consisting of six baronies, viz. Leitrim, Loughreogh, Dunkellyn, Kiltartan or Kiltaraght, Clare,
and Athenry, some of the manors whereof he held in demesne, and all the rest of the said country
that was possessed by the gentlemen and free-holders, were holden from him by knight’s service.”

[8] Lisecalhone, now probably Lisnahoon, in the parish of Kilmaine and barony of Athlone.

[9] Mullaghmore. — On the situation and present state of this place, Denis H. Kelly, Esq. of Castle-
Kelly, writes as follows, in a letter to the Editor, dated October 17th, 1841 : “ The Castle of
Mullaghmore, once the seat of lavish hospitality, is now a mere mound of earth in the neighbour-
hood of Mount Bellew, and the lands are held by the present Sir Michael Bellew on lease. I know
not that there is any representative of the family in existence ; but the old houses have changed
their places of abode, so that you would scarce recognize Athleague in Cargins, Gallagh in
Tycooly, Screen in Castle Kelly, Clanmacnowen in Clooncannon, &c. &c. ; and possibly some of
the occupiers of now unimportant places may be the descendants of that hospitable house.”

[10] Killiane, now Killian, or Killyan (in Irish Cill Ithan, as written by Duald Mac Firbis),
the seat of J. Cheevers, Esq., in the parish and barony of Killian, in the county of Galway.

[11] Gallaghe, now Gallagh, or Castle Blakeney, a post town and parish, partly in the barony of



Kilconnell, but mostly in that of Killian, in the county of Galway.

[12] Criaghe, now Creagh, a parish in the barony of Moycarn, in the south of the county of Roscom-
mon, adjoining the town of Ballinasloe.

[13] Mynloghe, now Menlough, or Minla, a village situate in the parish of Killascobe, barony of
Tiaquin, and county of Galway, about three miles and a half south-west of Castle Blakeney.
O’Mannin’s castle here was lately destroyed by lightning, and is now a shattered ruin. For a
curious Irish deed relating to this family see Note C, at the end of this tract.

[14] Kiltullagh is so called at this day, and is the seat of J. D’ Arcy, Esq. ; it is situated in a parish of
the same name, which parish lies partly in the barony of Kilconnell, but chiefly in that of
Athenry, in the county of Galway.

[15] Moynure, in the parish of Drum, in the barony of Athlone and county of Roscommon.

[16] Owenagh, now Onagh, in the parish of Taghmaconnell, which parish is nearly coextensive with
Mac Keogh’s country, anciently called Magh Finn See Additional Notes, D.

[17] Ballymurry is so called at this day, and is the name of a townland, and of the seat of Captain
E.W. Kelly, in the parish of Kilmaine, barony of Athlone, and county of Roscommon.

[18] Milltowne, a townland in the parish of Dysart in the barony of Athlone. The ruins of O’Fallon’s
Castle are still to be seen in this townland.

[19] Mac Gerraghte, now called Mac Gerraghty and Geraghty. This family, though at the period to
which this document relates they were settled in Hy-Many, were a branch of the Siol-
Muireadhaigh or O’Conors of Connaught.

[20] Maycarnane. These baronies are known by the same names at this day, but spelled somewhat
differently, thus : The baronies of Athlone and Moycarnan 1. Athlone ; 2. Kilconnell ; 3.
Tiaquin ; are in the county of Roscommon, and the 4. Killian ; 5. Moycarn or Moycarnan. other
three in the county of Galway.
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