EURS800,000 FOR FORESTRY DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS
4 December, 2007

Ms. Mary Wallace T.D., Minister of State at the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Food, has announced details of successful projects under her Department's Forestry
Development call for proposals.

Total funding of approximately EUR800,000 has been allocated for the 20 projects selected
for support.

The projects had been submitted under a call for proposals issued earlier this year by her
Department. This is the third year in which proposals had been invited under this procedure,
the overall objective of which is to contribute to the sustainable development of forestry by
way of support for relevant pilot projects, studies and initiatives from all parts of the forestry
sector. Particular attention is given to relatively small scale, short-term projects which do not
fit readily into other Department schemes.

In relation to the granting of aid for a number of Forestry Development projects, Ms. Mary
Wallace T.D., Minister of State at the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, with
responsibility for Forestry, commented "I am encouraged by the number and quality of
applications submitted under the 2007 Forestry Development Call for Proposals as it is
indicative of the commitment to the development of forestry. The range and variety of
initiatives submitted clearly demonstrates the imagination and enthusiasm which exists within
the forest sector, and the extent to which our forests feed into so many aspects of modern
Ireland"”.

Projects approved for funding this year include support for the establishment of a number of
woodland owner groups in Counties Donegal, Galway, Kerry and Wicklow, a project to
promote thinning in the South East and a number of projects relating to the supply of wood
chip.

Minister of State Wallace addédihis process has resulted in a number of very worthwhile
projects receiving support in recent years such as the Co. Clare Wood Energy Project, the
CRIS S project which is working towards the conservation of the red squirrel and the
development of a Thinning Protocol by the Forestry Development Association. | have seen at
first hand the outputs from these particular projects and, in particular, the contribution they
have made and are continuing to make to the forest sector"”.

The Minister of State concluded by thanking all those who had taken the time and effort to
submit projects for funding, especially those who had not been successful on this occasion
and encouraged them to re-apply in any similar Forestry Development Call for Proposals that
the Department may issue in the future.

Projects approved for funding under 2007 Forestry Development Call for Proposals

Society of Irish Foresters

Contribution towards projects relating to Education and Promotion, Forestry
Courses/Educational Standards, Continuous Professional Development Programme,
consultative process and Professional Standards and Eti2600

CRANN
Trees for People Initiative 35,000

Tree Council of Ireland
Project Forest 22,000

Thelrish Natural Forestry Foundation
Manch Estate developmen®4,000

Donegal Wood Owners Group
Development of Donegal wood owners grou@b;000



Red Squirrel LogsLtd
Project relating to the Production, packaging, presentation and distribution of forest thinning
material to replace fossil fuels20,000

Forestry Development Association/Commercial Forestry Services
Establishment of cooperative thinning groups in the south €3060

John Liston
Development and construction of a woodchip biofilter to treat dairy and parlour waste water
~ 11,600

Galway Producer Group
Establishment of producer groups to assess & develop sales and marketing strategies to
optimise harvest returns60,000

I.F.A
Initiative to promote integrated farm forestrp;000

Rural Resour ce Development Ltd
Co. Clare Wood Energy Projectr5,000

Waterford Institute of Technology
Monitoring quality of supplied wood chip 30,000

Ecological Management Group
Assessment of spatial ecology and habitat utilisation of the pine marten in commercial
forestry in Ireland 2,000

South Kerry Development Partnership Ltd
Kerry Farm Forestry Project55,000

Irish Timber Growers Association
Pilot project to develop a model national timber sales system for the private sector ~
50,000

Green Belt
Development of a prototype delivery trailer to enable rapid, dust free unloading of
woodchip~75,000

Wicklow Uplands Council

Establishing a Co Wicklow Forestry Forum incorporating a Private Forest Owners'
Association ~40,000

Pro Silva lreland

A greater understanding of and expertise in alternative silivicultural systems appropriate for
use in Ireland - 2007 15,000

Woodlands of Ireland
Establishment and management of native riparian woodlaB¢B06

Total 786,900

Forest Link Continuation of Forest Link Project To beconfirmed



