Baffle le Gaeilge aris

Seo Caoimhe Ni Chonchoille, RTE & TG4, ag bronnadh duaise ar ‘Bhaffloir’ Og na bliana,
Muireann Ni Bhaoill 6 Ghaelscoil Riabhach, Baile Locha Riach. Margaret Hickey agus
Siun Ui Dhomhnaill 6 Choiste ‘Baffle’ina cuideachta leis.

Gabhann ‘Gaeilge Locha Riach’ comhghairdeas le Coiste ‘Baffle’ agus an 13u féile ceiliurtha
acu i mBaile Locha Riach ar na mallaibh. Gan amhras, a bhuiochas le Foras na Gaeilge agus
Coiste Gairmoideachais Chontae na Gaillimhe, bhi na gnéithe gaelacha go moér chun tosaigh
aris san fhéile.

D’oscail Caoimhe Ni Chonchoille, Nuacht RT. E & TG4, an fhéile go hoifigitil agus i i
lathair le duaiseannaa bhronnadh ar ‘Baffloiri Oga’ chomh maith.

I mbliana, d’¢irigh leis an choiste comortais €agsula a eagri do bhunscoileanna agus do
mhednscoileanna. Bhi an-spéis sa chomortas filiochta do bhunscoileanna agus beagnach céad
dan curtha isteach. Bhi comortas speisialta eagraithe acu do lucht meéanscoile ina raibh
ceistneoir le lionadh 1 nGaeilge bunaithe ar suiomh idirline na heagraiochta agus comortas
‘Bebo’ leis. Aris, chonacthas go raibh suim nach beag ina leithéid chomh maith.

Roghnaiodh téama ar leith le haghaidh an phriomhchomortas i gcuimhne dornalai cluiteach a
rugadh fado sa 19u haois i mBaile Locha Riach, Micheal Farrell. Cinnte, thainig daoine 6 na
ceithre hairde le bheith pairteach sa chomortas céanna. Ar ndoigh, glacadh le danta 1 nGaeilge
agus i mBéarla agus bhi dan den scoth ag Michael Coy 6 Chreachmhaoil sa bhabhta
ceannais. Tuigtear gur thainig ionspioraid filiochta chuige agus ¢ ina lui ar leaba oispidéil is €
go dona tinn. Sed... agus ¢ ina lui sa diog, bhi sé ag breathnu ar na réaltai.



Seo ‘Mna Thir Chonaill’ a raibh baint nach beag le Féile Baffle i mbliana, Michelle
Bhreathnach, (inion agus tiomanai Gheardidin), Siun Ui Dhomhnaill, coiste ‘Baffle’ agus
Geardidin Bhreathnach 6 Rann na Feirste.

Bhi aionna speisialta ag ‘Baffle’ le linn na féile dheireadh seachtaine. Ina measc sitid, bhi an
t-adh dearg ar an choiste Gearo6idin Bhreathnach 6 Thir Chonaill a mhealladh go Baile
Locha Riach le siamsaiocht speisialta a chur ar fail mar chuid de clabhsur na féile. Ni amhain
go bhfuil clu is cail ar Gearéidin Bhreathnach mar amhrénai ar an tsean-n6s is Corn Ui
Riada buaite aici faoi dho ach t4 bua na scéalaiochta aici chomh maith. Léirigh si na buanna
céanna go héifeachtach ag an 6caid mhor in Ostan Locha Riach. Chas si roinnt amhrain don
slua mhor bailithe... Na Buachailli Alainn, An Mhaighdean Mhara, An Baitsiléir agus
Buachaill 6n Eirne ina measc. Faraor, bhi an halla ar fad ag canadh 1éi ar uairibh agus bhain
cach an-sult as scéalta na n-amhrain.

Duirt Siin Ui Dhomhnaill, urlabhra Baffle, go raibh an coiste iontach sasta leis na
himeachtai gaelacha i mbliana agus ghabh si buiochas speisialta do Foras na Gaeilge agus
Coiste Gairmoideachais Chontae na Gaillimhe as an urraiocht a thug siad déibh.

Baffle le Gaeilge...Béarla

Gaeilge Locha Riach would like to congratulate the Baffle Committtee for showing it’s
commitment to the Irish language with the organizing of it’s 13th literary festival in
Loughrea. With the support of Foras na Gaeilge and County Galway VEC, the Irish language
elements were very much to the fore again.

Caoimhe Ni Chonchoille, Nuacht RTE & TG4, officially opened the festival and presented
prizes to the young Baftlers.



The committee organized a number of competitions for national and secondary schools. There
was great interest in the poetry competition for national with almost 100 entrants. For second
level students, a questionnaire based on the website of Baffle along with a ‘Bebo’ competition
attracted quite a bit of interest also.

The theme for the main poetry competition was based upon Michael Farrell, a famous boxer
who was born in Loughrea back in the 19th century. People came from all over the country to
take part in the competition. Of course, poems in both English and Gaeilge were put forward.
Michael Coy from Craughwell produced a great poem ‘as Gaeilge’ that was among the
finalists... this was inspired while he lay on a hospital bed... Yeah.... he may have been lying
in the gutter but he was dreaming of the stars!

Geardidin Bhreathnach, from Donegal, was among the special guests of the weekend and
took part in a special concert as part of the festival finale. Gearéidin Breathnach is a well
Known sean-nos singer and storyteller. She displayed both these talents singing

Na Buachailli Alainn, An Mhaighdean Mhara, An Baitsiléir and Buachaill én Eirne. Of
course the whole hall was heard to sing along and everyone enjoyed the stories behind the
songs.

Sitin Ui Dhomhnaill from the Baffle committee said that they were very pleased with the
Gaeilge events and thanked Foras na Gaeilge and County Galway VEC particularly for their
support.



