
Changing Rural Ireland Presents New Challenges

For many farmers, diversification, entrepreneurship and innovation, both on and off 
the farm, are now key strategies for ensuring viability. That is according to Cathal 
O'Donoghue, head of Teagasc Rural Economy Research Centre, addressing the 
Teagasc national conference on Rural Development, entitled 'Embracing Change' 
which is taking place in Galway today Friday, 22 February, 2008.

He said: "The numbers employed in agriculture are declining and there is a changing 
pattern of land use. Teagasc, through its integrated research, advisory and training 
services, is acting as an agent for change for rural development."

He continued: "High house prices and other factors such as improved transportation 
links have resulted in new settlement patterns which mean that rural areas are 
increasingly becoming part of urban hinterlands resulting in different land uses."
"Evidence is beginning to emerge that for some rural residents, especially the elderly and 
those with special needs, social exclusion, lack of access to services and isolation from the 
communities they inhabit are increasing problems," he said. 

Against this background he argued that the role of quality research in monitoring, 
evaluating, analysing, and forecasting these impacts becomes more important. 
Gerry Scully, head of Teagasc Rural Development Advisory Service pointed out that 
some 14 per cent of farmers are less than 40 years of age and for many of this new 
generation of farmers, the workplace was their first experience. This contrasts with 
older farmers whose first experience of making a living was farming, followed by off-
farm work in later years.

He said: "There is evidence to show that experience in the commercial sector has an effect 
on the mindset of individuals. A value is put on time and this in turn sets an expectation 
or benchmark as to how much should be earned from activities such as farming. This 
new generation has acquired business experience at a young age which has given them a 
confidence to seek out new ideas and implement change."

"A typical week for many of this new generation of land owners is comprised of 40 hours 
working off-farm for both the farm operator and his/her partner plus a further 15 hours 
devoted to farming activities. Such a workload is deemed not to be sustainable by many 
in this group," he said. 

"Reliance on off-farm jobs in vulnerable sectors such as the construction industry must be 
reduced. With the development of computerisation and broadband networks, rural 
isolation is no longer a major barrier to countryside business development," he 
concluded.

Teagasc researcher Mark O Brien outlined how more than half of farm households 
participate in the off-farm labour market, and of those half are employed in 
traditional industries such as agriculture and manufacturing and the construction 
sector.



He warned that farm operators will struggle to secure off-farm employment 
opportunities in the future if they don't enhance their skill profiles. Policies will need 
to be implemented to assist farmers in enhancing their employability. 

National Rural Development Conference 2008 - Embracing Change
http://www.tnet.teagasc.ie/rerc/rural_devconf_2008.htm

Teagasc National Rural Development Conference 2007
http://www.teagasc.ie/publications/2007/20070201/index.htm

Rural Development Conference Proceedings 2004
http://www.teagasc.ie/publications/2004/20040330/index.htm

Rural Development Conference 2002 Proceedings
http://www.teagasc.ie/publications/2002/ruraldev2002/index.htm

IFA President Launches Practical Guide To Farming With Nature

County Clare, 29th February 2008 
IFA President Padraig Walshe has launched a new reference book for farmers 
providing advice on nature conservation and the protection of important habitats in 
the context of practical farming.

‘The Living Farmland - A Guide To Farming With Nature In Clare’ includes profiles 
of nine farmers who have successfully incorporated environmental management into 
their farming enterprises. The publication is a joint initiative between Rural Resource 
Development (Clare LEADER), Clare IFA, Teagasc and Clare County Council.

According to Mr. Padraig Walshe, President of the IFA, “The Living Farmland’ is in the 
first place a celebration of Clare’s rural landscapes and farmlands. It is an informative 
and beautifully illustrated book that identifies and describes the great variety of wildlife 
habitats in Clare, including many which are the product of farming practices.”

“The multi-agency partnership approach to producing the book points the way forward 
in how we can work together constructively to maintain a vibrant agriculture that 
protects and enhances the environment”, he stated.

‘The Living Farmland’ profiles the main farm habitats found in Clare, including rock, 
grassland, peatland, fresh water, coastal, rock, cultivated and built, woodland and 
wildlife corridors.

Among the topics covered by the book are hedge laying and native tree planting, the 
creation of man-made ponds to facilitate freshwater habitats, the management of 
invasive species like mink and the zebra mussel, the introduction of measures aimed 
at protecting species such as Lesser Horseshoe Bats and Barn Owls, and the protection 
of sites of archaeological and heritage importance.  



The book also highlights common environmental issues confronted by farmers, 
including greenhouse gases, water quality and agricultural wastes, along with 
opportunities in renewable energy technologies.

Commenting on the background to the new publication, Ms. Doirin Graham, CEO, 
Rural Resource Development Ltd., explained, “Nowadays, much of the farmer’s 
interaction with the environment is bound by regulations, directives and a long list of 
requirements, focused mainly on what not to do. For that reason, we decided to produce 
a publication for farmers in County Clare, which would be informative, practical, of local 
interest and above all, be positive about farming with nature.”

Ms. Graham said that the book demonstrates there are many ways to give nature a 
helping hand, whilst staying true to the county’s long tradition of farming.

“As signposts clearly point to a future of farming in greater harmony with nature, much 
can be learned from the farmers of Clare. Our hope is that the ‘The Living Farmland’ will 
in some way contribute to the conservation of our beautiful living landscape and all of 
the magnificent creatures that dwell there”, she concluded.

The farmers profiled in the new book are Shane Casey (Fanore), Christy O’Grady 
(Ennis), Andrew Killeen (Doonbeg), John O’Connell (Ballynacally), Brendan 
Considine (Kilmurry), Martin Murphy (Kilmihil), Liam Walsh (Tulla), Sean Bugler 
(Scariff) and Mark Donnellan (Kilkishen).

‘The Living Farmland - A Guide To Farming With Nature In Clare’ is available at 
selected bookshops, as well as the Clare County Council Corporate Headquarters and 
local area offices, Rural Resource Development Offices in Shannon and Teagasc 
offices throughout Clare.

For further information please contact Rural Resource Development at 061-361144 or 
see www.rrd.ie
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'There is a significant gap in awareness when it comes to our agricultural heritage 
despite its fundamental impact on the socio-economic development of this county 
throughout the last number of centuries'��I\TPEMRIH�1V��6MWXIEVH�9E�'V¶MR°R�
�
,I�GSRXMRYIH��'It is imperative that we do not lose sight of the fact that agriculture has 
played a significant role in County Clare's history. The many hundreds of outbuildings 
located on the county's farms are a cogent reminder of this long association with the 
land. The scheme for REPS 4 farmers, therefore, presents an ideal opportunity to preserve 
these buildings.'
�
'SQQIRXMRK�SR�XLI�'PEVI�W�QER]�JEVQ�SYXFYMPHMRKW��1V��9E�'V¶MR°R�WXEXIH��'Most 
farm buildings constructed prior to 1940 are stone structures and feature a slate, thatch 
or galvanised roof.  Therefore, most of the buildings being targeted by the scheme range 
between 60 and 400 years old.'
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day-to-day work. This should be looked upon positively by farmers who will enjoy real 
practical benefits out of undertaking repair work on the buildings'��SYXPMRIH�1V��9E�
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,I�EHHIH��'Anyone wishing to apply for grant aid funding under the scheme must 
provide still photographs of the interior and exterior of the building in question.  These 
photographs should focus specifically on the parts of the building in need of repair.'
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The Organic Centre
http://www.theorganiccentre.ie/

ADDRESS BY
MR. TREVOR SARGENT T.D.
MINISTER FOR FOOD AND HORTICULTURE
AT THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE,
FISHERIES AND FOOD
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS VISIT TO THE ORGANIC CENTRE,
ROSSINVER, CO. LEITRIM
ON SUNDAY 16TH MARCH 2008 AT 4PM.
ON THE OCCASION OF THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE POTATO
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HIGMWMSRW�GSRXMRYI�XS�I\IVGMWI�E�QENSV�MRJPYIRGI�SR�XLI�WIGXSV���-X�MW�ZMXEP�XLEX�
-VIPERH�WLSYPH�GSRXMRYI�XS�TPE]�E�JYPP�ERH�TSWMXMZI�VSPI�MR�)9�HIGMWMSR�QEOMRK��
ERH�XLMW�MW�IWTIGMEPP]�MQTSVXERX�JSV�XLI�EKVM�JSSH�WIGXSV���-VIPERH�LEW�FIRIJMXIH�
JVSQ�WYTTSVX�YRHIV�XLI�'%4�XS�XLI�EQSYRX�SJ�)96��FMPPMSR�MR�XLI�TIVMSH�WMRGI�MXW�
EGGIWWMSR�YT�XS��������'SRXMRYMRK�WYTTSVX�[MPP�JYVXLIV�FIRIJMX�XLI�WIGXSV�EW�
-VIPERH�MW�I\TIGXIH�XS�VIGIMZI�MR�I\GIWW�SJ�)96��FR�JSV�XLI�TIVMSH�����������

8LI�6IJSVQ�8VIEX]�TVSZMHIW�JSV�-VIPERH�W�ZSMGI�XS�GSRXMRYI�XS�FI�LIEVH�MR�XLI�)9���
%�TSWMXMZI�ZSXI�MR�XLI�VIJIVIRHYQ�SR�XLI�8VIEX]�[MPP�WIRH�E�GPIEV�WMKREP�XLEX�
-VIPERH�MW�HIXIVQMRIH�XS�QEMRXEMR�SYV�TPEGI�EX�XLI�GIRXVI�SJ�)9�HIGMWMSR�QEOMRK�

*MREPP]��GER�-�[MWL�]SY�GSRXMRYIH�WYGGIWW�LIVI�EX�XLI�3VKERMG�'IRXVI�MR�6SWWMRZIV�
ERH�-�RS[�PSSO�JSV[EVH�XS�ZMWMXMRK�XLI�QER]�I\LMFMXW�ERH�KPIERMRK�QSVI�
MRJSVQEXMSR�SR�EPP�XLI�EGXMZMXMIW�FIMRK�YRHIVXEOIR�LIVI�

Clare Farmers Urged To Join New Organic Farming Scheme
�
1st April 2008�{�1MRMWXIV�SJ�7XEXI��1V�8SR]�/MPPIIR�8�(���XSHE]�YVKIH�'PEVI�
JEVQIVW�[MWLMRK�XS�TEVXMGMTEXI�MR�XLI������3VKERMG�*EVQMRK�7GLIQI�XS�WYFQMX�
XLIMV�ETTPMGEXMSRW�F]���XL�1E]�RI\X��
�
8LI�'PEVI�8�(��WXEXIH�XLEX�XLI�MRXVSHYGXMSR�SJ�RI[�)9�VIKYPEXMSRW�LEH�VIWYPXIH�MR�
E�WLSVXIRMRK�SJ�XLI�XMQI�JVEQI�[MXLMR�[LMGL�XLI�(ITEVXQIRX�SJ�%KVMGYPXYVI��
*MWLIVMIW�ERH�*SSH�GSYPH�EGGITX�ETTPMGEXMSRW�
�
'Farmers who were coming to the end of existing REPS contracts later this year, and who 
intended to join the Organic Scheme, should get their applications in by the middle of 
next month'��I\TPEMRIH�1MRMWXIV�/MPPIIR�
�
,I�WEMH��'Currently REPS 2 and REPS 3 farmers wanting to convert to organics and join 
the new Organic Farming Scheme must transform to REPS 4. I am aware, however, that 
the Minister for Agriculture is investigating whether it would be possible to include REPS 
2 and REPS 3 farmers included in the scheme. Minister Trevor Sargent has requested his 
Department to explore the issue with the European Commission as a matter of urgency.'
�
1MRMWXIV�/MPPIIR�EHHIH�XLEX�XLI�RI[�3VKERMG�*EVQMRK�7GLIQI�TVIWIRXIH�ER�MHIEP�
STTSVXYRMX]�JSV�'PEVI�JEVQIVW�XS�QEOI�SR�JEVQ�MRZIWXQIRXW�



Minister Sargent Alerts Farmers to 15 May deadine for Applicarions 
for Organic Farming Scheme

8LI1MRMWXIV JSV *SSH ERH,SVXMGYPXYVI EX XLI (ITEVXQIRX SJ %KVMGYPXYVI��
*MWLIVMIW ERH *SSH��8VIZSV 7EVKIRX 8�(���XSHE] YVKIH JEVQIVW [ERXMRK XS NSMR XLI
RI[3VKERMG *EVQMRK 7GLIQI MR �����XS LEZI XLIMV ETTPMGEXMSRW [MXL XLI
(ITEVXQIRX F] �	�1E]���8LMW HIEHPMRI EVMWIW JVSQRI[)96IKYPEXMSRW KSZIVRMRK
XLI STIVEXMSR SJ EKVM
IRZMVSRQIRX WGLIQIW��MRGPYHMRK XLI 3VKERMG *EVQMRK
7GLIQI ERH 6)47����"The Regulations were clarified in intensive discussions between 
our officials and their counterparts in the Commission over the past few weeks,"
1MRMWXIV 7EVKIRX WEMH��"and it is important that farmers who want to join the Organic 
Scheme this year are aware of the comparatively tight time-frame within which they 
must now apply."

1MRMWXIV 7EVKIRX WEMH XLEX JEVQIVW [LS [IVI GSQMRK XS XLI IRH SJ I\MWXMRK 6)47
GSRXVEGXW PEXIV XLMW ]IEV��ERH[LS MRXIRHIH XS NSMR XLI 3VKERMG 7GLIQI��WLSYPH
KIX XLIMV ETTPMGEXMSRW MR F] �	�1E]���"Once we have the applications by 15 May we 
can process them," the Minister said, "and farmers will be in a position to receive 
payment under the new Scheme during 2008."

8LI RI['SQQMWWMSR 6IKYPEXMSRW EPWS PE] HS[R VYPIW JSV XLI [E] MR [LMGL
JEVQIVW [MPP FI TEMH YRHIV XLI 3VKERMG *EVQMRK 7GLIQI�

   Payment will be on a calendar year basis; in other words a farmer will be
paid for the number of months in the year in which he or she is in the Scheme.

    Payment will be in two stages.  The first payment, which will be at the rate of
75%, will be released when the administrative checks (both for the Scheme itself and for 
the Single Payment Scheme) are completed.  In practice this is likely to be early autumn.

    The remaining 25% will be released when the last of the on-farm inspections
for the year has taken place.  This is likely to be towards the end of the year,
probably December.

%PP YRHIVXEOMRKW [MPP LEZI ER ERRMZIVWEV] HEXI SJ�� .ERYEV]�

1MRMWXIV 7EVKIRX IQTLEWMWIH XLEX XLI RI[HIEHPMRI ERH TE]QIRX VYPIW ETTPMIH XS
EPP JEVQIVW NSMRMRK XLI 7GLIQI��[LIXLIV SV RSX XLI] MRXIRHIH XS NSMR 6)47�� EW
[IPP���,I WEMH XLEX LMW SJJMGMEPW [SYPHQIIX XLI SVKERMG GIVXMJMGEXMSR FSHMIW EW
WSSR EW TSWWMFPI XS I\TPSVI XLI TVEGXMGEP MQTPMGEXMSRW SJ XLI GLERKIW��TEVXMGYPEVP]
[MXL E ZMI[ XS W]RGLVSRMWMRK XLI WXEVX SJ RI[ SVKERMG JEVQIVW
�GSRZIVWMSR TIVMSHW
EW JEV EW TSWWMFPI [MXL XLIMV IRXV] MRXS XLI RI[7GLIQI�

'YVVIRXP] 6)47�� ERH 6)47�� JEVQIVW [ERXMRK XS GSRZIVX XS SVKERMGW ERH NSMR
XLI RI[3VKERMG *EVQMRK 7GLIQIQYWX XVERWJSVQ XS 6)47��� "To facilitate the 
development of the organic sector in Ireland, and to help achieve the Government's 5% 
target, it would be preferable if farmers could remain in REPS 2 or REPS 3 and also 
participate in the Organic Farming Scheme," 1MRMWXIV 7EVKIRX WEMH��,I LEW EWOIH XLI
VIPIZERX SJJMGMEPW MR LMW (ITEVXQIRX XS I\TPSVI XLI MWWYI [MXL XLI 'SQQMWWMSR EW E
QEXXIV SJ YVKIRG]�




