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'The onus is on us to respond to the changing nature of issues relating to the built 
environment and, it is in that context, that I approved the development of the new policy. 
The next stage in the process is this public consultation exercise, which I feel will be 
critical to the entire undertaking. This will provide the maximum level of public input 
into the key themes and issues which are emerging as the policy is being developed. A 
website will also be developed which will act as an additional forum for public 
engagement.

The Policy on Architecture will address issues which have arisen in the years since the 
publication of the first policy on architecture, Action on Architecture 2002-2005. It will 
place more emphasis on sustainable development of the environment and on urban 
design and will also aim at incorporating architectural heritage in a holistic, integrated 
manner. Finally, it will develop an action plan which will respond to, and promote 
awareness of all those areas.'
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Before our Conversation

Conversations about Architecture and the Built Environment

Introduction
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SVKERMWEXMSRW��GER�MQTVSZI�XLI�UYEPMX]�SJ�XLI�FYMPX�IRZMVSRQIRX�XLEX�WLETIW�QER]�
EWTIGXW�SJ�SYV�PMZIW��8LI�-VMWL�+SZIVRQIRX�PEYRGLIH�MXW�JMVWX�4SPMG]�SR�
%VGLMXIGXYVI�MR�������-X�MW�RS[�MR�XLI�TVSGIWW�SJ�YTHEXMRK�ERH�VIZMWMRK�XLEX�TSPMG]��
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XLI�RI[�TSPMG]�WLSYPH�EHHVIWW��8LI�WIGSRH�WXEKI��[LMGL�SZIVPETW�[MXL�XLI�JMVWX��MW�
XS�STIR�XLI�HMWGYWWMSRW�XS�XLI�TYFPMG�XLVSYKL�E�WIVMIW�SJ�“conversations”�ERH�E�
HIHMGEXIH�[IFWMXI��EMQIH�EX�WIIMRK�[LEX�XLI�GSQQYRMX]�XLMROW�EFSYX�XLI�MWWYIW�
XLEX�EJJIGX�XLI�FYMPX�IRZMVSRQIRX��8LI�XLMVH�WXEKI�MRZSPZIW�[VMXMRK�YT�E�WIX�SJ�
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History of Government policy on architecture
-R�7ITXIQFIV������XLI�(ITEVXQIRX�SJ�%VXW��'YPXYVI�ERH�XLI�+EIPXEGLX�TYFPMWLIH�

E�TSPMG]�HMWGYWWMSR�HSGYQIRX�‘Developing a Government Policy on Architecture: a
policy framework and discussion of ideas’��-R�1E]������XLI�+SZIVRQIRX�EHSTXIH�E�
JSVQEP�TSPMG]�WXEXIQIRX�MR�VIPEXMSR�XS�EVGLMXIGXYVI��*SPPS[MRK�GSRWYPXEXMSR�ERH
HIZIPSTQIRX��XLI�(ITEVXQIRX�SJ�%VXW��,IVMXEKI��+EIPXEGLX�ERH�XLI�-WPERHW�
JSPPS[IH�YT�XLI�JSVQEP�TSPMG]�WXEXIQIRX�[MXL�E�HIXEMPIH�TSPMG]�HSGYQIRX�
GSRXEMRMRK�SFNIGXMZIW�ERH�ER�EGXMSR�TPER�JSV�EVGLMXIGXYVI��TYFPMWLIH�MR�%TVMP������
EW��%GXMSR�SR�%VGLMXIGXYVI����������胿��

-R�3GXSFIV������1MRMWXIV�JSV�XLI�)RZMVSRQIRX��,IVMXEKI�ERH�0SGEP�+SZIVRQIRX��
1V��.SLR�+SVQPI]��8�(���ERRSYRGIH�XLI�HIZIPSTQIRX�SJ�E�RI[�4SPMG]�SR�
%VGLMXIGXYVI��8LMW�RI[�4SPMG]�SR�%VGLMXIGXYVI�JSPPS[W�XLI�I\TMV]�SJ�XLI�TVIZMSYW�
TSPMG]�%GXMSR�SR�%VGLMXIGXYVI����������

�available to download as a PDF at:���[[[�GSRZIVWEXMSRWEFSYXEVGLMXIGXYVI�MI���

8LI�1MRMWXIV�LEW�ETTSMRXIH�E�7XIIVMRK�'SQQMXXII�[MXL�VITVIWIRXEXMZIW�JVSQ�E�
FVSEH�WTIGXVYQ�SJ�XLI�TYFPMG�ERH�TVMZEXI�WIGXSVW��[LS�EVI�SZIVWIIMRK�HIZIPST�
QIRX�SJ�XLI�TSPMG]��8LI�[SVO�SJ�XLI�7XIIVMRK�'SQQMXXII�MW�YRHIVTMRRIH�F]�XLVII�
JSGYW�KVSYTW��[LMGL�IEGL�WTIGMEPMWI�SR�SRI�SJ�XLI�TVSTSWIH�XLVII�GSVI�XLIQIW�

REQIP]�'promoting awareness, education and research’��‘promoting quality in the built 
environment’��ERH�‘promoting sustainability’�
������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Promoting Awareness, Education and Research
%VGLMXIGXYVI�ERH�XLI�FYMPX�IRZMVSRQIRX�EW�E�[LSPI�{�SYV�FYMPHMRKW��XS[RW�ERH
PERHWGETIW���LEZI�ER�MRIWGETEFPI�IJJIGX�SR�SYV�PMZIW��7S�“Architecture”�MW�IZIV]�
SRI胿W�FYWMRIWW�ERH�[I�WLSYPH�EPP�LEZI�E�VSPI�MR�XLI�UYEPMX]�SJ�[LEX�KIXW�FYMPX�

+SSH�EVGLMXIGXYVI�MW�QSVI�PMOIP]�XS�FI�FYMPX�MR�E�WSGMIX]�[LIVI�TISTPI�EVI�E[EVI�
SJ�XLIMV�VMKLXW�ERH�VIWTSRWMFMPMXMIW�MR�MXW�HIZIPSTQIRX��ERH�LEZI�IRSYKL�YRHIV�
WXERHMRK�SJ�XLI�TVSGIWW�ERH�XLI�TSWWMFMPMXMIW�XS�FI�EFPI�XS�XEOI�TEVX�MR�E�KIRYMRI�
HMEPSKYI�[MXL�XLI�TISTPI�[LS�QEOI�XLI�HIGMWMSRW�



8LI�*SGYW�+VSYT�SR�4VSQSXMRK�%[EVIRIWW��)HYGEXMSR�ERH�6IWIEVGL�[MPP�FI�
XV]MRK�XS�HMWGSZIV�[LEX�TISTPI�XLMRO�EFSYX�EVGLMXIGXYVI�ERH�[LEX�MQTVSZIQIRXW�
XLI]�[SYPH�PMOI�XS�WII�MR�FYMPHMRKW�SV�MR�XLI�HIZIPSTQIRX�TVSGIWWIW�XLEX�EVI�
GLERKMRK�SYV�IRZMVSRQIRX��;I�RIIH�XS�JMRH�SYX�[LMGL�I\MWXMRK�WSYVGIW�SJ�
MRJSVQEXMSR�TISTPI�JMRH�YWIJYP�ERH�IWXEFPMWL�[LEX�SXLIV�WYTTSVXW�[SYPH�FI�LIPTJYP�
XS�EPP�XLI�HMJJIVIRX�OMRHW�SJ�TISTPI��MRGPYHMRK�XLI�KIRIVEP�TYFPMG��[LS�LEZI�E�WXEOI�
MR�XLI�UYEPMX]�SJ�XLI�IRZMVSRQIRX�[I�EPP�LEZI�XS�PMZI�MR�
�����������������������������������������������������������������������������
Promoting Quality in the Built Environment
4VSQSXMRK�UYEPMX]�MR�EVGLMXIGXYVI��ER�EWTMVEXMSR�GSQQSR�XS�XLI�TYFPMG�ERH�

EVGLMXIGXW�EPMOI��QIERW�TVSKVIWWMRK�XS[EVHW�E�WLEVIH�YRHIVWXERHMRK�SJ�“quality”��
-R�ER�MRGVIEWMRKP]�MRXIVHITIRHIRX��GPSWIP]�GSRRIGXIH�[SVPH��MX�MW�ETTVSTVMEXI�XLEX�
E�QSVI�VSYRHIH�ERH�LSPMWXMG�ZMI[�MW�XEOIR�SJ�XLI�HMWGMTPMRI�ERH�EVX�SJ�EVGLMXIGXYVI�
XLER�QMKLX�TVIZMSYWP]�LEZI�FIIR�XLI�GEWI��%VGLMXIGXYVI�QYWX�KMZI�TVEGXMGEP�
I\TVIWWMSR�XS�XLI�RIIHW�SJ�MRHMZMHYEPW�ERH�GSQQYRMXMIW�XLVSYKL�XLI�HIWMKR��
SVKERMWEXMSR�ERH�GSRWXVYGXMSR�SJ�FYMPHMRKW�ERH�XLI�GSRWIVZEXMSR�ERH�IRLERGI�
QIRX�SJ�EVGLMXIGXYVEP�LIVMXEKI��-RGPYHMRK�FSXL�MRHMZMHYEP�FYMPHMRKW�ERH�XLIMV�
GSRXI\X��XLMW�KSZIVRQIRX�TSPMG]�MW�WXVYGXYVIH�EVSYRH�XLI�YRHIVWXERHMRK��
TVSQSXMSR�ERH�VIEPMWEXMSR�SJ�KSSH�EVGLMXIGXYVI�MR�XLEX�WIUYIRGI�

3ZIV�XLI�PEWX����]IEVW�SJ�KVIEXIV�TVSWTIVMX]��EVGLMXIGXYVI�ERH�YVFER�HIWMKR�MR�
-VIPERH�LEW�MQTVSZIH�WYFWXERXMEPP]��,MKL�WXERHEVHW�LEZI�FIIR�EGLMIZIH��
TEVXMGYPEVP]�XLVSYKL�TYFPMG�LSYWMRK�ERH�WGLSSPW�TVSKVEQQIW�ERH�WIZIVEP�PSGEP�
EYXLSVMXMIW�LEZI�TVSGYVIH�ZIV]�LMKL�UYEPMX]�GMZMG�FYMPHMRKW��LS[IZIV�XLIWI�JSVQ�
XSS�WQEPP�E�TIVGIRXEKI�SJ�XLI�[LSPI��+SSH�EVGLMXIGXYVI�ERH�YVFER�HIWMKR�MW�E�
GIRXVEP�MWWYI�MR�XLI�UYEPMX]�SJ�PMJI�[I�EPP�IRNS]��8LI�HIZIPSTQIRX�SJ�E�FIXXIV�
YRHIVWXERHMRK�SJ�EVGLMXIGXYVI�[MPP�IRGSYVEKI�XLSWI�[LS�GSQQMWWMSR�FYMPHMRKW��
ERH�XLSWI�[LS�EVI�VIWTSRWMFPI�JSV�TPERRMRK�ERH�VIKYPEXMSR�SJ�XLI�FYMPX�IRZMVSR�
QIRX�XS�IRWYVI�XLEX�XLI�LMKLIWX�WXERHEVHW�EVI�WIX�ERH�EVGLMXIGXYVI�SJ�XLI�LMKLIWX�
UYEPMX]�MW�TVSHYGIH��8LMW�[MPP�TVSQSXI�E�LMKLIV�UYEPMX]�FYMPX�IRZMVSRQIRX�XS�E�ZIV]�
WMKRMJMGERX�I\XIRX�JSV�XLI�REXMSR��IREFPMRK�MX�XS�HIZIPST�ERH�FI�GSRWIVZIH�JSV�
JYXYVI�KIRIVEXMSRW�
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Promoting Sustainability
7YWXEMREFPI�EVGLMXIGXYVI�TVSZMHIW�E�GLEPPIRKI�XLEX�MW�VIPIZERX�XS�IZIV]SRI��;LEX�
[I�FYMPH�XSHE]�[MPP�FI�XLIVI�JSV�E�PSRK�XMQI�XS�GSQI��7YWXEMREFPI�EVGLMXIGXYVI�MW�
EFSYX�EGLMIZMRK�XLI�FIWX�MR�XIVQW�SJ�TPERRMRK��HIWMKR��IJJMGMIRG]��IUYEP�EGGIWW�XS�
EPP�ERH�HYVEFPI�WSPYXMSRW�JSV�JYXYVI�GMVGYQWXERGIW��7YWXEMREFPI�EVGLMXIGXYVI�
WYKKIWXW�WYWXEMREFPI�FYMPHMRKW��FYMPHMRKW�XLEX�EVI�[IPP�HIWMKRIH��IRIVK]�IJJMGMIRX�
ERH�XLEX�TVSZMHI�JPI\MFMPMX]�JSV�XLI�YWIV��,S[IZIV��WYWXEMREFMPMX]�MW�EW�QYGL�EFSYX�
[LIVI�[I�PSGEXI�FYMPHMRKW�EW�LS[�[I�HIWMKR�XLIQ��-X�MW�EFSYX�GYPXYVEP��WSGMEP�ERH�
IGSRSQMG�MWWYIW�EW�QYGL�EW�EFSYX�IRIVK]�IJJMGMIRG]��ERH�EZSMHMRK�YR[EVVERXIH�
[EWXI�SJ�VIWSYVGIW�EGVSWW�XLSWI�EVIEW�SJ�PMJI��3RI�XLMRK�MW�GIVXEMR��SYV�
EVGLMXIGXYVI�[MPP�GLERKI�MR�VIWTSRWI�XS�RI[�GMVGYQWXERGIW�ERH�TVMSVMXMIW��*SV�
I\EQTPI��LS[�XS�HIWMKR�KSSH�EVGLMXIGXYVI�MW�PMOIP]�XS�HITIRH�SR�LS[�SYV�GPMQEXI�
[MPP�GLERKI�

'EWI�WXYHMIW�SJ�I\IQTPEV]��WYWXEMREFPI�FYMPHMRKW�GER�SJJIV�MRWTMVEXMSR�ERH�GER�
TPE]�ER�MQTSVXERX�VSPI�MR�MRGVIEWMRK�KIRIVEP�E[EVIRIWW�EFSYX�KSSH�EVGLMXIGXYVI��
-X�GSYPH�FI�EVKYIH��LS[IZIV��XLEX�XLI�QSWX�WYWXEMREFPI�FYMPHMRK�MW�XLI�FYMPHMRK�

XLEX�‘does not have to be built because it is already there’��(SIW�WYWXEMREFPI�EVGLM�



XIGXYVI�QIER��FYMPHMRKW�XLEX�PEWX�ERH�XLEX�EVI�JPI\MFPI�JSV�HMJJIVIRX�X]TI�SJ�
VIUYMVIQIRXW�MR�XLI�JYXYVI#�7LSYPH�XLIVI�FI�E�KIRIVEP�TVIWYQTXMSR�EKEMRWX�
HIQSPMXMSR�SJ�I\MWXMRK�FYMPHMRKW��IZIR�[LIVI�XLI�VITPEGIQIRX�FYMPHMRK�LEW�E�
LMKLIV�IRIVK]�SV�HIRWMX]�TIVJSVQERGI#
�����������������������������������������������������������������
Questions
8LSWI�EXXIRHMRK�XLI�TYFPMG�‘Conversations about Architecture and the Built
Environment’�EVI�MRZMXIH�XS�GSRWMHIV�XLI�JSPPS[MRK�UYIWXMSRW�

1.��;LEX�EVI�XLI�JEGXSVW�SJ�MQTSVXERGI�MR�XLI�HIZIPSTQIRX�SJ�KSSH�FYMPHMRKW�ERH�E
�����KSSH�FYMPX�IRZMVSRQIRX��[MXL�XLI�FYMPX�IRZMVSRQIRX�MRGPYHMRK�H[IPPMRKW�
�����MRJVEWXVYGXYVI��TYFPMG�FYMPHMRKW�ERH�TYFPMG�WTEGIW#�%RH�[LEX�EVI�XLI�JEGXSVW
�����XLEX�QEOI�XLI�HIWMKR�SJ�XLI�FYMPX�IRZMVSRQIRX�KSSH�SV�FEH#
2.��8LIVI�MW�QYGL�XEPO�GYVVIRXP]�EFSYX�WYWXEMREFMPMX]��;LEX�HS�]SY�XLMRO�XLMW
�����QIERW�MR�XLI�GSRXI\X�SJ�EVGLMXIGXYVI�ERH�XLI�FYMPX�IRZMVSRQIRX#

3.��;LEX�MW�]SYV�YRHIVWXERHMRK�SJ�[LEX�EVGLMXIGXYVI�MW#
4.��,S[�HS�]SY�XLMRO�TIVWSREP�GLSMGIW�MQTEGX�SR�XLI�FYMPX�IRZMVSRQIRX#
5.��-R�)YVSTI��QSVI�TISTPI�EVI�RS[�PMZMRK�MR�YVFERMWIH�EVIEW�XLER�MR�VYVEP
�����EVIEW��;L]�HS�]SY�XLMRO�XLMW�MW#
6.��;LEX�MR�]SYV�STMRMSR�[SYPH�NYWXMJ]�VIXEMRMRK�SV�HIQSPMWLMRK�SPH�FYMPHMRKW#

7.��3ZIV�E�������SV����]IEV�TIVMSH��[LEX�GER�FI�HSRI�XLEX�[MPP�LIPT�XS�GVIEXI�E
�����FIXXIV�FYMPX�IRZMVSRQIRX#
8.��%R]�SXLIV�UYIWXMSRW�SV�MWWYIW�[LMGL�]SY�[MWL�XS�VEMWI#
l�'ST]VMKLX�(ITEVXQIRX�SJ�XLI�)RZMVSRQIRX��,IVMXEKI�ERH�0SGEP�+SZIVRQIRX�
����
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������
1IIXMRK�HEXIW
Thursday, 29th May   Galway Mayo Institute of Technology, Dublin Road, Galway
Tuesday, 3rd June,     Museum of Treasures, Waterford City
Wed, 4th June             Lewis Glucksman Gallery, University College, Western Road, Cork
Thursday, 5th June     Limerick City Gallery of Art, Pery Square, Limerick
Monday, 9 th June      The Dock, Carrick on Shannon, Leitrim
Tuesday, 10th June,    Athlone Civic Centre, Athlone, Co. Westmeath
Wed, 11th June           Fingal County Hall, Swords, Co Dublin.
Thurs, 12 th June        The Ark, Temple Bar, Dublin 2°

1IIXMRKW�FIKMR�EX�����TQ�ERH�IRH�EX�����TQ
6IJVIWLQIRXW�WIVZIH�EX�����TQ

°�(YFPMR�'MX]�QIIXMRK�[MPP�FIKMR�EX�XLI�IEVPMIV�XMQI�SJ��TQ�ERH�IRH�EX��TQ
6IJVIWLQIRXW�WIVZIH�EX�����TQ
4PEGIW�EVI�PMQMXIH�JSV�EPP�SJ�XLIWI�IZIRXW�ERH�QYWX�FI�VIWIVZIH�

For information, please call�
Mary Colette Sheehan�)ZIRX�1EREKIV
at the Irish Architecture Foundation:�(01) 670 8621�SV�(087) 252 1469

Please refer to the web site for more information:
www. conversationsaboutarchitecture.ie


