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Different groups in society think and talk about the environment in different and potentially
contentious ways. In a society undergoing rapid economic, social and environmental change,
these differences and conflicts tend to be heightened. Recognising and understanding these
discourses can contribute to more equitable, just and democratic environmental policymaking
and achievable outcomes.

The aim of the sociological research reported in this book is to contribute to this
understanding. The research findings presented explore the ways in which different social
groups think and talk about the environment and the social and cultural contexts that
influence them. Environmental Debates and the Public in Ireland is unique in the range of
environmental questions it raises and the social research methods it uses to explore them.
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