
Ordinary People. Extraordinary Stories
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"The picket line rules were very simple: no talking, laughing, or chewing gum. Walk on 
the sidewalk in front of the store, never confront anyone who might cross the picket line 
to enter the store, and never respond to or initiate any verbal or physical abuse.... After 
losing revenue for the three years that we boycotted, the store owners relented and hired 
blacks as store clerks and opened their lunch counters to us."
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"Americans have stories and we want to hear them, to collect them, and to archive them 
at the Library of Congress. For unless we remember, neither we nor future generations 
can understand," WEMH�%%64�')3�&MPP�2SZIPPM��"The archive is just the beginning of this 
powerful, far-reaching project."
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"In the civil rights struggles of the '50s and '60s, those who fought to end segregation and 
promote racial equality showed us the way," ,IRHIVWSR�WEMH��"Those fighting for civil 
rights today can derive inspiration from the tens of thousands of Americans who peace-
fully confronted discrimination, intolerance, and resistance."
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"The Library of Congress houses the most comprehensive civil rights collection in the 
country,"�WEMH�0MFVEVMER�SJ�'SRKVIWW�.EQIW�&MPPMRKXSR��"These rich and heavily used 
resources will be greatly enhanced by the addition of these important voices."
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"We are making every effort to save and share stories that transformed individual lives 
and society as a whole,"�4VSNIGX�(MVIGXSV�6MGO�&S[IVW�WEMH��"The eyewitnesses to 
history are a vanishing breed, and we must save the memories of those who brought us 
where we are today."
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