Radharc ar Ré Raifteiri

Breithla Raifteiri a bhi ann 30 Marta 2008. D4 mbeadh sé beo anois,
bheadh sé 229 bliain d’aois inniu. Fiti, ma ta a chorp leagtha sinte
san uaigh, is cinnte go bhfuil a spiorad brea briomhar sa tir go

foill.

Bhi coméradh iontach leagtha amach in 6més Raifteiri le linn
‘Féile Raifteiri’ i mBaile Locha Riach thar dheireadh na seachtaine
le linn a bhreithla. Rinneadh ceilitiradh den scoth ar na tréithe
éagstla a bhi ag an fthile ildanach agus aird ar leith tugtha da
bhuanna ealaionta; i. Bua na filiochta is na scribhneoireachta, bua
na hamhréanaiochta idir traidisitinta is ar an sean-nds, bua na
fidléireachta is an ceoil go ginearalta.

D’oscail an théile go hoifigitil le Seosamh Mac Donncha,
Priomhfheidhmeannach Choiste Gairmoideachais Chontae na
Gaillimhe. Is costil go raibh dioma air nach mbeadh sé &balta
fanacht le haghaidh na n-imeachtai ar fad: i. ceardlanna ag diria ar
an fthiliocht, ar an fthidléireacht, ar scriobh scripteanna scanndin, ar
agallamh beirte is ltibini, ar an amhranaiocht traidisitinta is ar an
tsean-nos agus ar chumadh na n-amhran fosta. Bhi ciorcail
amhranaiochta, seisitiin ceoil is filiochta, 1éacht ar shaol is ar
shaothar Raifteiri agus clabhstr leis an fheile le ceolchoirm mhor.
Mhol sé liosta na n-urraithe a bhi ag tact leis an théile rud a
chuireann i gcumas an choiste eagraithe clar thar a bheith leathan
a chur ar fail: i. An Combhairle Ealaion, Foras na Gaeilge, RTE
Raidi6 na Gaeltachta, Coiste Gairmoideachais Chontae na
Gaillimhe, Comhairle Chontae na Gaillimhe, Comhar
Creidmheasa Naomh Breandain, Baffle, Comhaltas Ceoltdiri
Fireann, Conradh na Gaeilge is Gaeilge Locha Riach.

Caithfidh a ra go raibh suas le seacht gcéad duine ag freastal ar
imeachtai éagsula na féile agus an t-4dh ag muintir Locha Riach
talann na hEireann a mhealladh chucu. Bhi ceardlanna
amhranaiochta iontach ag Sedn Mac Aindreasa agus Meaitie J6
Shéamuis O Fatharta. Dhirigh Rénan O Snodaigh ar chumadh na
n-amhran i nGaeilge agus spéis ar leith ann go cinnte. Tugadh
spreagadh d’abhair scribhneoiri le linn na ceardlanna ag na
scriobhaithe aitheanta Louis De Paor agus Ré O Laighléis. Rud



turnua do mhuintir na héite blaiseadh a fhail ar luibini is ar
agallamh beirte leis na maistri, Eamonn O Donnchadha is
Fearghas Mac Lochlainn, agus ceardlann eagraithe do dhaoine
6ga. Gan ambhras, bhi rogha bhred ag fidléiri an cheantair agus
ceardlanna faoi stiair Breda Keville, Paul Bradley agus Paul O
Shaughnessy.

Mar aon leis na himeachtai lae seo, léamh aifreann i nGaeilge in
Otharlann Naomh Breandain agus aird tugtha do dhanta
spioradalta an fhile.

Bhi imeachtai oiche d’ardchaighdean curtha ar fail le linn na féile
chomh maith agus ciorcal amhranaiochta is filiochta eagraithe ar
an Aoine i gcomhar le Baffle agus Comhaltas Ceoltéiri Eireann.
Bhi éagstlacht bhred idir danta nua-cumtha agus aithris ar
thiliocht Raifteiri, amhrdnaiocht agus ceol na hoiche.

Thosaigh trathnéna an tSathairn le 1éargas iontach tugtha ar shaol
is ar shaothar Raifteiri ag an saineolai, Ciardan O Coigligh.
Chothaigh a léacht is a treoir dbhair machnaimh is cainte déibh
siad bailithe. Léirigh Cleamairi Locha Riach se6 speisialta ar
Raifteiri sa chomharsanacht agus lean seisitn ceoil faoi stitir Colm
agus Finbarr Naughton go na huaireanta beaga.

Caithfidh a admhail go raibh go leor aoinna speisialta ar an chlar.
Mar clabhstr na féile, bhi ceolchoirm mhor in 6mos Raifteiri
eagraithe da bhreithla Domhnach 30 Marta agus lucht stiartha na
ceardlanna mar aon le réimse eile ag glacadh pdairte, ina measc: Joe
Burke is Ann Conroy Burke, Charlie Lennon, Claire Keville,
Terence O’'Reilly, Tim Collins is Claire Griffin, Verena Commins,
Seosamh O Neachtain, Mairéad Ni Fhlatharta agus Sile Ni
Fhatharta.

Bhi idir cheol, amhrénaiocht, filiocht, agallamh beirte ar Raifteiri is
dambhsa ar an sean-n6s mar abhar ceilitartha.

Ag labhairt ar an oiche, mhol Joe Burke an ceiliaradh cultartha,
gur maith go bhfuil a leithéid de ‘Féile Raifteiri’ againn, gurbh
ionann ar gceiliaradh ar thréithe Raifteiri agus coméradh ar ar
mbuanna cultartha ar fad. Ghuigh sé gach rath ar an fhéile agus é
ag stil go mor breithla Raifteiri a cheiliaradh aris is aris eile.



Loughrea for Raifteiri

It was Antaine Raifteiri’s birthday on 30th March last. If he was
alive today he would now be 229 years of age. Although his body
may lie in Killeeneen graveyard, his spirit is still alive and well in
the country yet.

Féile Raifteiri commemorated the various characteristics of the
man in Loughrea over his birthday with emphasis placed on
celebrating his wide range of talents; gifts of poetry, writing, song
writing, traditional and sean-nés singing as well as fiddle music
and traditional music in general.

Seosamh Mac Donncha, C.E.O. of Co. Galway V.E.C,, officially
opened the festival. Looking through the variety provided on the
programme, he was disappointed not to be able to attend many of
the wide range of events taking place over the weekend; various
workshops, singing, poetry and music sessions as well as a lecture
and grand concert in Raifteiri’s honour. He praised the list of
sponsors and support that helped provide such a line-up of fine
talent; The Arts Council, Foras na Gaeilge, RTE Raidi6 na
Gaeltachta, Co. Galway V.E.C., Galway County Council, Naomh
Breandain Credit Union, Baffle, Comhaltas Ceolt6iri Eireann,
Conradh na Gaeilge is Gaeilge Locha Riach.

Overall, about 700 people attended events over the weekend.
These events included traditional and sean-nés singing workshops
under the tuition of Sean Mac Aindreasa and Meaitie J6 Shéamuis
O Fatharta. Rénan O Snodaigh provided an interesting workshop
on song composition as Gaeilge. Louis De Paor and Ré O Laighléis
provided writing workshops. The masters Eamonn O Donnchadha
and Fearghas Mac Lochlainn introduced folk of Loughrea to
Laibini and Agallamh Beirte. As well as the above, workshops on
fiddle playing were provided by Breda Keville, Paul Bradley and
Paul O Shaughnessy.

On the Sunday morning, mass was read “as Gaeilge’ in St.
Brendan’s home with particular reference to the spirituality of
Raifteiri.



There was high quality entertainment provided each evening.
Friday evening had a singing circle with poetry and music
organized in conjunction with BAFFLE and Combhaltas Ceolt6iri
Eireann. This blend of poetry readings of local and Raifteiri origin
along with song and music seemed to set the scene for the
weekend.

On Saturday evening, Ciardan O Coigligh provided a stimulating
lecture on the life and work of Raifteiri, which was followed by a
special show by Cleamairi Locha Riach with reference to Raifteiri
in the district. It was late night that finished up with a great music
session with a host of musicians with special guests Colm and
Finbarr Naughton.

It must be said that the programme had a host of special guests
and Loughrea was treated to a grand concert to celebrate
Raifteiri’s birthday Sunday 30" March. Not only did the directors
of the workshops perform on the night but also so did many
others: Joe and Ann Conroy Burke, Charlie Lennon, Claire Keville,
Terence O’Reilly, Tim Collins is Claire Griffin, Verena Commins,
Seosamh O Neachtain, Mairéad Ni Fhlatharta, Sile Ni Fhlatharta.
Celebrations included music, song, poetry, agallamh beirte on
Raifteiri and sean-n6s dancing.

Speaking during the night, Joe Burke welcomed Féile Raifteiri in
coming to Loughrea, congratulated the organizers in providing the
opportunity to celebrate the characteristics of Raifteiri, which
really commemorate all the best of Irish culture. He wished Féile
Raifteiri would prosper and looked forward to celebrate Raifteiri’s
birthday again and again.



Grianghraif:

Sedn Mac Aindreasa, amhrinai, Seosamh Mac Donncha,
Priomhfheidhmeannach Choiste Gairmoideachais Chontae na Gaillimhe
mar aon le Verena Commins agus Noéirin Ni Ghradaigh Rafferty ar an
oiche oscailte do Fhéile Raifteiri.

Joe agus Ann Conroy Burke ag seinm ceoil ag Ceolchoirm Mhor i dtigh
Kinsella’s le linn Féile Raifteiri "08.



Eamonn O Donnchadha is Fearghas Mac Lochlainn i mbun agallamh
beirte ag an Ceolchoirm Mhor le linn Féile Raifteiri '08.

Seosamh O Neachtain ag gabhdil do rince ar an sean-nds ag Ceolchoirm
Mhor na Féile in 6més do Raifteiri.



Louis De Paor 6 Ollscoil na Gaillimhe, ag léamh a chuid filiochta féin ag
Feéile Raifteiri 1 mBaile Locha Riach.

Cuid de na daoine a d’fhreastail ar cheardlann scribhneoireachta faoi
stitiir Ré O Laighléis mar chuid d’imeachtai Féile Raifteiri i mBaile
Locha Riach



